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Dryden community rallies around 7-year-old

By Mike Latona

Staff writer :

- "FREEVILLE — Michael Rehbein
sticks his tongue out slightly and
makes the sound, “Th...th...th.."

He struggles for a few seconds to get
the word out. Finally, he announces
proudly, “Thelma!” His grandmother,
Thelma Rehbein, and parents, Keith
and Crystal Rehbein, all cheer.

For the great majority of 7-year-olds,
3 saying one word does not merit a spe-
cial celebration. However, Michael's
life thus far has been anything but or-
dinary.

Michael underwent surgery Ilast
summer to correct a serious condition
known as Rasmussen’s Syndrome,
which caused frequent seizures on his

] 1 right side beginning in 1991.
holos 3 “Sometimes he’d have 200 to 300
5 seizures a day,” recalled Keith Reh-
1 bein Mike Latona
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' 3 / whi ; Seven-year-old Michael Rehbein enjoys a warm autumn afternoon by practicing his baseball swing — with some
» 3 ou never knew which day it was i .
, going to be like that,” added Thelma, a pitching help from his grandmother, Theima.

parishioner at Holy Cross Church, 375 | ... .. :
?a;I‘I): ; 5. George Road. smﬁiléﬁ;t}e\l. still faces a long journey in !
in 3 ““There were a couple of times I was his rehabilitation ocessgIJ-Ie yeri- J
38 'n ; up 24 hours with him. Other times I'd ; aralpr' . altehxp N
ravo sit in a chair and cry my eyes out,” | Soct> partial paralysis, and, although
E said Crystal Rehbein ’ h;snmmd 1sli'-uhl:l)':1 al:rt, his speech is
& : o . still extremely limited.
| have bevome e thrcacning within 8 | 1 was ltealy ke taking a 7.year. |
H few years, the left side of Michael's old (before the operatlsm) an d glving
| ; brain. was removed in an operation usa 6-mor_:ith-old baby,” Keith Rehbetn
i, and  performed on May 13, 1993, at Johns | “HONTER L Crystal, “Eventually
o z Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Md. T be b} ’ A
t kind E The successful surgery stopped the he will be ble to carry on a norma
mal as ] seizures. After spending a month this corl‘r‘\’the n?ex;ntime Michael communi-
thea past summer in rehabilitation at Up- cates through pa;\tdmine and occa-
lpeopsi: state Medical Center in Syracuse, Mi- sional words -
| chael has returned to school. Heé’s a : o g
erence O S R e P SV SIE D8 He reports enthusiastically that his
mlof J  fsgrederatDryden Central School - foygritdSpotis toam is the Buifalo Bls
dothes P ty -and his favorite cartoon is Batman.

. unity has been touched not only b . ;

being munty has i y oy His response was decidedly more
Michael's plight, but also that of his : i irl-

nts of i parents. “l;hen Crvstal was laid off ggg:g.ve when asked if he has a gir:

to ter- . .
from her job at'a computer company, Yecchhht” he replied with a smile.
d fo she no longer had group family health Yecchhh!” he replied wi
ec. Jor insurance available to pay Michael’s-
fobn“‘m,,‘ . medical bills. (Keith, a self-employed
ulting ic:sz:::z:!.c))r, also lacks health- . Elmira mayor to appear
¢ dop- To help the Rehbeins buy private | @t SChool anti-drug event
'sident health coverage, a fund was estab- o .
l lished in which churches, schools and ELMIRA — Mayor James Hare is
cense private donors,contributed. scheduled to appear at an assembly on
':;:‘;' ‘ The response has been overwhelm- | Monday, Oct. 25, at Holy Family Pri-
e ing, with more than $19,000 collected School, 421 Fulton St.
v wal thus far. Donations have come from as e 10:45 a.m. event will be held in
y wa- far away as Syracuse and even Florida. | conjunction with the weeklong
Fh one In addition to the financial help, | national celebration, United Drug-Free
. kmh(ail- Keith Rehbein notes that Michael has | Youth. During the assembly, Holy Fa- i o o .
len - received moral support from his Dry- | mily students will hear an anti-drug Mlchagl St.I" tlrgs from strer)uous activity while he recovers from a May 13
ith the den classmates. “The kids try to help presentation and pledge to remain opera’nop in which t_he left side of his brain was removed. Here he’s comfor-
him as much as they possibly can,” ' drug-free. ted by his father, Keith.
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