aisle of the church. The elegant, tender first

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

This week brief comments on three events,
one past and two to come:

1.) Thanks so much for your prayers for
my niece, Jane Early, and Scott Neff as they
celebrated their marriage at St. Mary’s in
Waterford last Saturday. It was a beautiful
day in every way and a wonderful occasion
on which to celebrate life and its promise, the
importance of family, the blessings of frien
ship.

Ir;mow you'll take it as a statement totall
free of avuncular pride when I note that Jan
was a radiant bride and that it was sheer
delight to be with her and her sisters for the
wedding feast.

Images, memories that return as I write:
Watching Kathleen, Margaret, Mary Ellen,
Grace and Jane as they processed down the

dance between Scott and Jane. The five sis-
ters — just the five of them — dancing to
“We Are Family.” The wonderful group
dances when we filled the floor and just had
fun. The times when I really did try to follov
Kathleen’s lead only to discover that it’s
much easier to assume some positions than
to recover from them. Bishop Hubbard kind
ly reminding me that I was skipping the
nuptial blessing. The pride of Helen and Jim
in their daughters, and their happiness at th
presence of family and friends. The extra gi
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of post-event conversations on the night of
the wedding and the following day.

2.) I hope that you'll enjoy the news about
our Synod in this week’s Catholic Courier-and
that you'll support our weekend gathering at
the Rochester Riverside Convention Center
with your prayer and sacrifice, however you
may choose to offer those gifts.

This is a very special moment in the histo-
ry of our diocese. Thousands of you have
invested deeply in the process. You have
shared your talent, your experience, your
faith and your love. And you have done all
of that in the name of Christ.

Trio of e@nts offers special times

Because of that, I have no doubt that we
will be blessed as we come to the end of our
Synod experience. I am not sure, and cannot
be, precisely how that will occur. The “how”
depends on both the final recommendations
of the weekend and on the strength of our
common commitment to put the recommen-
dations into effect. But I am confident about
all of it because the Lord is ever-faithful and
you are ever-generous.

3.) On October 9 the bishops of the eight
dioceses of New York state will be leaving
for Rome to visit the Holy Father and several
of the agencies that support him in his min-
istry. This visit — known as the ad limiria —
occurs every five years and has in the past
afforded some wonderful opportunities to
converse with John Paul II.

By all indications we will have similar
opportumhes this time. I'll be sharing the
experience with you when I return, but men-
tion it now with the request that you pray for
all of us, that it will strengthen the bonds of
faith and charity that join us in our life and
ministry as bishops in the church.

One final note: I have been wanting to use

" the word avuncular in a written sentence

ever since Grace was born, but I never had
the nerve before. You can use words that
don’t even show up in your spell check only
with dear friends. Thanks so much for
indulging me!

Peace to all!
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