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Church groups dissatisfied with Eiders'apology 
By Jtrry Filteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — Leaders of 
several Catholic and Protestant groups 
sharply oppose Dr. Joycelyn Elders as 
U.S. surgeon general despite a recent 
public apology. 

Her public remarks belittling the 
Catholic Church and Christians who 
oppose abortion should still disqualify 
her, they told reporters at a press con­
ference Sept 2 convened by the Catho­
lic League for Religious and Civil 
Rights. 

Elders, former Arkansas director of 
public health, was expected to be con­
firmed as surgeon general when the 
Senate reconvened this week despite 
the accusations of religious bigotry 
and the opposition of some to her 
outspoken advocacy of abortion and 
the distribution of free condoms to 
teenagers. 

Critics at the press conference said 
her recent letter tp Archbishop William 
H. Keeler of Baltimore, apologizing for 
"any offense" her comments may have 
caused Catholics or pro-lifers, was 

inadequate. 
'No such apology has been offered 

to evangelicals zhd other Christians 
the target of her 

vicious attacks," said James A. Smith, 
government relations director of the 
Southern Baptist Convention's Chris­
tian Life Commissi on. 

Even the apol»gy to Archbishop 
Keeler was only " lalf-hearted," Smith 
said. 

The nominee's Vapparent religious 
bigotry" should disqualify her from 
holding any high [government office, 
said the September issue of Insight, a 
newsletter on public affairs from the 
National Association of Evangelicals. 
The association was not among the 
press conference's sponsors, but a rep­
resentative distributed copies of the 
newsletter to reporters afterward. 

"It is highly offensive to label those 
who oppose abortion as 'non-Chris­
tians with slave-mkster mentalities/" 
said a joint statemi 
League and other 
conference, referring 
marks by Elders thai concerned mem. 

Co-signing the joint statement with 

t by the Catholic 
insors of the press 
to one of the re-

the Catholic League were Smith in his 
capacity as a Southern Baptist spokes­
man, Catholic War Veterans, American 
Family Association and Eagle Forum. 

Patrick Trueman, Washington office 
representative of American Family As­
sociation, said Elders first made her 
"bigoted statements against 'Catholics 
in January 1992" and subsequently re­
fused at least two requests for a retrac­
tion or apology by an Arkansas Catho­
lic pastor, Father James P. West of St 
Boniface Parish in Bigelow. 

In light of that, Trueman said, it 
smacked of political convenience for 
her to apologize to Archbishop Keeler 
"only at the 11th hour" before her con­
firmation vote in the U.S. Senate. 

Archbishop Keeler, president of the 
National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, wrote to President Clinton in 
July objecting to Elders' "contemp­
tuous" depiction of Catholic oppo-, 
sition to abortion as coming from "a 
celibate and male-dominated church." 
He also protested her assertions that 
abortion opponents are unconcerned 
about life outside the womb. 

In early August he received a letter 

of apology from Elders and a separate 
letter from Clinton reaffirming the 
president's trust in her as his nominee 
for surgeon general. 

The NCCB released the letters Aug. 
31, saying it decided to put them out 
for the public record "due to the grow­
ing public controversy." The bishops 
conference does not endorse or oppose 
nominees for appointive office, it said. 

Patrick Riley, director of the Catholic 
League's Washington office, said of 
Elders' response to the archbishop: 
"All she said was, well, if you're 
offended, I'm sorry. She doesn't with­
draw what she said. It's hardly an 
adequate apology." 

In her letter Elders said she was 
"distressed mat some have interpreted 
my remarks as evidence of bigotry 
against particular religious de­
nominations. I abhor bigotry in all its 
forms. 

"I never meant to malign or blas­
pheme die Catholic Church," she add­
ed. "If my statements have caused any 
offense, I sincerely apologize." 

Catholic Child Sponsorship 
For Just $10 a Month 

Your opportunity to help one very poor 
child is much too important to miss. And 
Christian Foundation for Children and 
Aging Is the only Catholic child spon­
sorship program working in the twenty 
desperately poor countries we serve. 

For as little as $10 monthly, you can 
help a poor child at a Catholic mission site 
receive nourishing food, medical care, the 
chance to go to school and hope for a 
brighter future. You can literally change 
a life. 

Through CFCA yoi can sponsor a child 
with the amount you c irr afford. Ordinarily 
it takes $20 per month o provide one of our 
children with the life c hanging benefits of 
sponsorship. But if th s is not possible for 
you, we invite you tc do what you can. 
CFCA will see to it froni other donations and 
the tireless efforts of 
your special child 
benefits as other si 

National head of Pax Christi will 
speak in Rochester this weekend 

ROCHESTER — Sister Anne McCar­
thy, OSB, national coordinator of Pax 
Christi USA, will speak at all Masses 
this weekend at Corpus Christi 
Church, 864 Main St E. 

The head of the 12,000-member 
national Catholic peace movement will 
speak on the "Gospel Call to Recon-

ur missionaries that 
Ives the same 

nsored children. 

Little Conchita lives in a small village in the 
mountains of Guatemala. Her house is made 
of cornstalks, with a tin roof and dirt door. Her 
father struggles to support the family as a day 
laborer. Your concern can make the differ­
ence in the lives of children like Conchita. 

And you can be assured your donations 
are being magnified and are having their 
greatest impact beca jse our programs are 
directed by dedicate I Catholic missionar­
ies with a long standing commitment to the 
people they serve. 

You will receive alnew picture of your 
child each year, information about your 
child's family and country, letters from your 
child and the CFCA quarterly newsletter. 

Please take this opportunity to make a 
difference in the life! of one poor child. 
Become a sponsorttoday! 

BARTOLOMEO 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Peter W. GiuDari, Jr. Philip P. Perouo Micheal P. Perotto 

Personalized service in the community 
since 1922. 

1425 Lexington Avenue, Rochester, NY 14606 
conveniently located near 390 

(716)254-5400 

ciliation" during the 5 p.m. Mass Sept 
11, as well as the 8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Masses Sept 12. She will also host a 
question-and-answer session at 10 a.m. 
Sunday. 

. A member of the Benedictine Sisters 
of Erie, Sister McCarthy has headed 
Pax Christi since August 1991. She has 
been a member of the peace organiza­
tion's staff since 1985. Sister McCarthy 
has also been long active in Benedic­
tines for Peace. 

She has accompanied Pax Christi-led 
peace delegations to El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Haiti and most recently to 
Zagreb, Croatia, located in the former 
Yugoslavia. As part of her visit to Ro­
chester, Sister McCarthy will talk with 
J. Thomas Malthaner, a Corpus Christi 
parishioner and one of 2,500 peace ac­
tivists from around the world who at­
tempted to march to Sarajevo in early 
August 

Due to fierce fighting and a lack of 
protection from U.N. forces, only one 
bus load of activists eventually made it 
into Sarajevo. 

For information on Sister McCar­
thy's visit to Corpus Christi, call 
716/325-2424. 

Ifyoil prefer, simply call 
Bernle Puglisi at the 

itholic Courier 
16) 328-4340 

Yes, I'll help one child: 

| • Boy • Girl • Child in most need 
In U Latin America D Africa Asia U Any 

My monthly pledge Is:D$10 D$15 D$20 D$25 D$50lLi$100 
I wish to contribute: • monthly • quarterly • semi-annually • annually 

Enclosed is my first contribution of $ 

• l cannot sponsor now but I enclose my gift of $ 
LJ Please send me further information regarding: 

• Sponsorship U Volunteer Program U2 U.S.Homeless Program 
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Phone 

State 

Lr 

Christian Foundation for Children and Agin 
c/o CATHOLIC COURIER/1150 Buffalo Road/RochesterrNi 
M a t e chocks payable t o : Christ ian Foundatfirn lor Chi ldren a n d 

Financial Report available upon request / Donation U.S. tax di 
Member: U.S. Catholic Mission Association • Nail Catholic Development Conference 

Liaison of Lay Volunteers in Mission - Nat'l Catholic Stewardship Council - Natl Catholic 

Zip : 

(CFCA) 
!York 14624 
I g lng (CFCA) 
luctibie. 
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[inci for Hispanic Ministry 

PAID POLTnCAL ADVERTISEMENT 

ADRIAN BURKE 
FOR CITY COUNCIL 

ENDORSED BY THE EDITORIAL BOARD OF 
THE ROCHESTER TIMES ONION 

Here's what they had to say: 
"Adrian Burke, a former Assistant District Attorney 

combines a rookie's enthusiam with a veteran's clear 
eye. Burke's fresh ideas would be a plus for council." 

Times Union, September 1,1993 

Adrian Burke 
Parishioner, St John the 
Evangelist, Humboldt St Democratic 

Umar M. 
Mustafaa 

Democratic 
Wade S. 

Norwood 

VOTE FOR A FRESH APPROACH 
ON PRIMARY DAY, SEPTEMBER 1 4 t h 

ADRIAN BURKE ROW 1 6 A 
PAID TOR BY BURKE FOR CrTY COUNCIL 
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