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Reunion r

Our 28th annual family reunion was a
at success. I'm not sure how many were
present, but I think it was about 140. The
weather was ideal and, although our pavil-
ion was a bit small for our number, we all
enjoyed the Saratoga State Park facilities.

For me such events are special invita- -
tions to appreciate the continuity of life and
to think and pray about family relation-
ships that help us to grow and develop —
even when we are not immediately aware
of that growth and all that supports it. I
must say that one of the stronger realiza-
tions I take from this year’s reunion is that
there are now many more people at the
reunion younger than I am than there are
older than I am.

Two diverse and enjoyable experiences
of the weekend brought that awareness
home. The first occurred on Friday after-
noon shortly after I arrived in Waterford at
1:30. At 3:30 I was to bring holy Commu-
nion to my aunt, Margaret Mitchell Bills,
who will be 98 in February.

Although it was extremely hot that day I
decided to use the interval to take a run
through the streets of our town. As I ran
along — even more slowly than usual
because of the intense heat — I was think-
ing about the beautiful faith of my Aunt

aret, about how she loves her family
and how she has inspired us who come

flectlons of an ‘old man’

LONG THE WAY

after her. And, I was thinking about the
blessing of good health that allowed me to

and go to my aunt that afternoon.

Caught up in such thoughts, I

roached two little boys, about age 6,
would guess, who were squatting on the
sidewalk playing a game like jacks. As1
passed the boys they looked up with a
smile and a wave, and one of them called
out, “Hi, old man!” The greeting was cor-
dial and most sincere.

Danny and I didn't last too long in the
tournament but I did enjoy the opportumty
to get to know him better through the -
experience. What struck me was that dur-
ing the 28 years of our reunions, I had
played in the tournament with Danny’s
father, grandfather and great grandfather.
His dad was with us Sunday, but his
grandfather and great grandfather both
died during the last two years. When
Danny and I played together on Sunday, I
remembered both of them. And I hoped
that one day I might play in the tourna-
ment with one of Danny’s children.

One final note on the weekend: Sunday,
the day after the reunion, was the 16th
anniversary of my father’s death. It was a
joy to celebrate the Eucharist with the fami-
ly, to remember my dad on that special
occasion and to thank the Lord together for
the people and the events of the day before.
When you think of the babes in arms who
were there and include everybody up to
Margaret Mitchell, you remember nearly a
century of life.

So the reflections sparked by the little
boys on the sidewalk and by Danny Curri-
er are not at all sad. Growing older has its
down side, I know. But if we don’t move
_along, no one comes after us. And
" wouldn’t we be the losers without the
beautiful young ones God raises up in our
families and communities?

Peace to all.
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ized to, meet your needs:
* Companionship
® Senior sitting @ Respite Care
o Shopping ¢ Transportation )
. ® Meal Prep ¢ Light Cleaning

Reasonable Rates!
Fully Insured. Bonded
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Please patronize

THE CATHOLIC PHYSICIANS GUILD
AND - )
THE ST. THOMAS MORE LAWYERS GU
PRESENT '

our advertisers

HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE
ISSUES OF THE '90s

SATURDAY.SEPTEMBER 18. AT 8:30 AM
AT
ST.MARY'S HOSPITAL

Center for Llfelong Lea

offering courses for unretired mindg
Courses range from $25 to $40 and ji

® Parable of the Sower

® Women Over 50: Surviving
& Thriving

¢ Italian on the|Pentagram

¢ From Ragtime to Rock

® Joy of Poetry/Creative writing  ® The American Impressionists

. Autoblography with Art ® Great Books Discussidn

(other courses available)

These non-credit courses begin the week jof Sept. 20
Classes meet during the day on the Nazareth College campus.
A brochure and mail-in registration form may be obtained by visiting
or calling the Office of Continuing Education at Nazareth.

For More Information, call now!
586-2525 ext. 404

Ng‘!zareth College of Rochester ® 4245 East Ave. ® Rochester, NY 14618

¢ Intermediate
French Conversation
* Great Decisions, 1993
® “Write - On!”’- Basic
Writing Techniques

COUNTY MANAGER ROBERT L.. KING
TO SPEAK ON CHASTITY

OTHER TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED!

POST TRAUMA ABORTION SYNDROME—~FETAL
TRANSPLANTATION

CosT $ 10-INCLUDES LUNCH

ALL ARE INVITED

CALL 464-3620 FOR RESERVATIONS
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