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'0ld pope,” young Clinton tour worl

Meeting touches
upon life issues

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

DENVER — A self-described “old
pope” and a young president, relaxed
and animated together, made a world
tour of issues of common concern. -

Pope John Paul @I and President
Clinton, meeting for the first time Aug.
12 at Jesuit-run Regis University in
Denver, outlined their hopes for a bet-
ter world. :

Among the troubled nations Clinton
reported talking about were Bosnia,
Somalia, Sudan, Cambodia, Haiti and
countries of the Middle East.

The 73-year-old pope said the dis-
cussion touched on issues related to
human dignity, “in the first place the
right to life and the defense of life.”

The two leaders seemed reluctant to
stop talking to each other, although
Pope John Paul took time out for an
aside to reporters about the difference
between his age and that of the
46-year-old president. The pope joked
that one of the reasons the Vatican
chose the United States for the celebra-
tion of World Youth Day was because
the country has “a very young presi-
den r”

He had called himself an “old pope”
during a press conference on the plane
from Rome to Jamaica, where he began
his 60th papal visit, culminating in
World Youth Day celebrations. :

The pope said his comments to the
.president were motivated by the
church’s concern for life, “as well as

the well-being and full human de-

velopment of individuals and peo-
]es.ll

P “Essentially, these are the themes on
which the church seeks a sincere and

constructive dialogue with the leaders

of the world’s nations and rep-

resentatives of the international com-

munity,” he said. :

Both men said they were committed
to continued good relations between
the Vatican and the United States.

The two, personally, seemed to have
no trouble talking to each other as they
posed for pictures and later walked to
the podium. After their final remarks

LAY

to journalists they|continued chatting
with each other] as the cameras
snapped away.

Clinton, a Soul Baptist, was
taught by nuns in elementary school
and attended Jesuit-run Georgetown

He addressed | Clinton with full
awareness of “the privileged position
which the United States holds in the
international c ity.”

The president said the United States

a

' ' AP,
President Clinton points out people in the crowd to Pope John Paul il as the
pontiff arrived in Denver Aug. 12 for World Youth Day.

is striving to achieve the goal of pro-
moting a social order that respects
people’s dignity.
1 Although the -pope did not use the:
word abortion when he called on
Americans to protect human life, “he
is speaking very clearly about defend-
ing human life from conception to nat-
ural death,” said Joaquin Navarro-
Valls, Vatican spokesman.

After the private meeting, the pope

for photographs with the presi-

dent, first lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton, and their daughter, Chelsea.

Pope John Paul gave the president a
Bible, and President Clinton gave the
pope a walking stick with an angel
carved into the grip.

In his remarks to reporters after the
meeting, the president read a quote
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from the Bible that he said described

the pope’s ministry and what he hoped

would in time describe his own work.
“Let us not grow weary while doing

good, for in due season we shall reap if -

we do not lose heart,” the president
quoted from St. Paul’s letter to the Ga-
latians.

Clinton described the meeting as

- cordial, productive and the basis of a

constructive relationship in the future.

“The president did not mention abor-
tion in his remarks, and the US. am-
bassador to the Vatican, Raymond
Flynn, said he did not think the two
men discussed their differing positions
on the issue during their 35-minute
private meeting,

“We shared many values and pers- '

pectives,” Clinton said.

Those common concerns included
the problems facing young people
throughout the world, the need to
strengthen families and the problems
of drugs and violence in the United
States, he said.

The president also said they shared.
“a recognition that we need in this na-
tion and throughout the world both
more individual responsibility and
community action.”

Throughout the meeting Clinton
said, ““], like every other person who
has ever met him, was ‘profoundly im-
pressed by the depth of His Holiness’
conviction, the depth of his faith, and
the depth of his commitment to con-
tinue on his mission.” R

The president praised the Vatican’s

"activities on behalf of human rights
- around the world and said ‘he wel-
comed the progress being rhade in
forging ties- between the Vatican and
Jsrael. . -

“That can only help as we seek to
pursue peace in the Middle East,”
Clinton said. -

The Vatican and Israel established a
joint commission in July 1992 to dis-
cuss church-state problems that have
prevented full diplomatic relations.

Leaving by US. ernment heli-

for his first appearance at World
Youth Day, the pope told the presi-
dent, “I pray each day for the leaders
of governments, that they may be wise
and far-seeing servants of the common
good, and that their decisions and ac-
tions may bring genuine justice and
peace to the world.”
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