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Pre-school to help

Parish tackles
growing need

Catholic News Service

-CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The
Browns ‘wanted their son in
preschool- for the same
reasons most parents cite —
the S-year-old needed to
interact with other children and
his mom was for a fow
hours’ respite each day.

Elghteen pranlooIs tumed
them away because the boy
has AIDS. |

Although a church-affikated
center finally 'accepted him,
the Browns' search unders-
cores the difficulty of getting
children with AIDS or HIV, the
virus that causes it, into the
mainstream.

St. Ann Parish in Charlotte

- has taken up the cause for Bob

Brown’s son and possibly
hundreds of other families in
the same predicament. The
family did not want the first
names of the child or his
mother used.

With the coordinating efforts
of Sister Judy Monahan, SSJ,

. a group of parishioners was

e
E tofinance and
% care center for families affec-
¥ ted by AIDS or HIV.

contacting other churches and
forming a volunteer task force
a day

“We will make it happen,”

said Monsignor|Richard Allen,

St. Ann’s pastor.

The congregation already
has spearheaded several
AIDS-related projects, -includ-
ing supporting the House of

| Mercy, aresidence in Belmont,

N.C., for people with AIDS,
and helping with a vicariate
program on the disease.

Monsignor Allen sees AIDS
as a spiritual probiem as well
as a social and medical one.

“A lot of people do not have
the spiritual support they need
to help them deal with the ill-
ness,” he said. “Our goal is to
take care of the very spiritual
and human needs of these
people.” |

The need for some kind of
day care program for chikiren
with AIDS or whose parents
have the disease is apparent

to Lisa Piazzi, coordinator of

the program for women and
adolescents at the Metrolina
AIDS Project.

“We could probably ac-
commodate 20 children
tomorrow if the doors were to

children with AIDS

open,” she said.

Many potential students are
children whose mothers are
sick themselves and need a
break from caring for a termin-
ally ill child. Others need
someone to take their children
while they go for medical
treatment.

in fact, the Browns are aty-
pical of most families with a
child suffering from AIDS or
HIV: Their son was abandoned
at birth by his biological mother
who had exposed him to co-
caine, methadone and heroin
in addition to passing on the
AIDS virus. The Browns later
became his legal guardians.

The boy has been on AZT, a

drug used to slow the de- -

velopment of the disease,
since he was 6 months old, but
the boy now displays th
symptoms of full-blown AIDS.

Unlike most families living
with AIDS, the Browns live in
an affluent community and can
afford to pay the boy’s medical
bills

“These children are no dif-
ferent than any other child,”
except their life spans are ex-
pected to be short, Brown said.
“We don't look at our child and
think of him as terminally iil.
We look at him as a child who
deserves to play and run.”

At St. Ann’s; the community
seems up to the task of giving
children with AIDS that
chance.

“It is not the church's place
to judge, but to be compas-
sionate,” said- Monsignor Al-
len. “The church not only en-

- courages us but tells us from a
" pastoral point of view to be

compassionate and to listen.”
While the parishioners are
working on starting the day

-care center, s day-to-day

operations will be left up to ex-
perts, he said.

Piazzi thinks the role is ap-
propriate for the community.

“I's a perfect program for
church-based support,” she
said. “Churches historically
reach out to people who are
shunned by other people The
Catholic Church in particular
has reached out to people with
AIDS.”

-And while plans are laid to

open the center, hire teachers
and a nurse, the boy whose

~ predicament planted the seed

for it will move on to a public
elementary sthool next year.

“He is no threat to other
children,” said Brown. “But
they are to him. Chicken pox
can be fatal to my chikd.”

Threshold seeks volunteers
for its mentoring program

ROCHESTER — Threshold,
80 St. Paul St., is seeking vol-
unteers to participate in a men-
toring program within its Learn-
ing Center.

The Learning Center pro-

vides equivalency classes for
high-school dropouts between
the ages of 12 and 25. Vol-
unteers are needed to assist in
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areas such as career options,
job leads and higher education
opportunities. These voli-
unteers must be 21 years of
age or oider and have to de-
vote an average of two hours
per week for at least one year.
For an application and bro-
chure on the mentoring pro-
gram, call 716/454-7530.

Is someone

to school

Enroll the student in your life in a

ou know heading off

s fall?

course on Catholicism.

Catholic Life 101:

The latest information on diocesan and worldwide church

events; discussion of issues facing the Catholic church.

Student participation strongly encouraged.

Required Reading:

@ ATHOLC
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for students of all ages

Send the Catholic Courier to:

Student name

Address/street

City

State

‘ ] Please bill me
Bill to:

Name

[0 I enclose a check for $19.50

Address/street

City

Stéte

Zip

Send to: Catholic Courier Subscriptions, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester,
NY 14624 or call 716/328-4340
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SAFETY FIRST

Students of all ages will be retumning to school soon.
In some school districts, small children wﬂl be walking to school

for the first time. We ask that you exercise extreme caution!

A

PLEASE DRIVE CAREFULLY

Compliments of:
Convenience N
0 ) Ceters W Nazareth College
Holcomb
228—2068 657-5336 4245 East Avenue » Rochester, New York 14610
Mt. Morris Greligsville
658-3955 243-5211

Eldredge, Fox & Porretti

Certified Public Accountants

135 Corporate Woods, Suite 300
Rochester, New York 14623

PIEHLER PONTIAC

Pontiac, G.M.C,, Jaguar,
Peugeot, Sterling, Subaru
Quality Used Cars.

427-8900 1560 Lake Ave. 458-4540
RTS
l ,v"([w/  HEGIONAL TRANSIT SERVICE
IRECT RESPONSE MARKETIN 288-1700
D 100 Rock:ffd S G 1372 E. Main St., Rochester, NY
473-1432 fret Giving Rochester A Lift!
Mr. Dominjc’s
on the Lake
4699 Lake Ave., Rochester , 89 Genesee St.
! ST. MARY’'S -
865-4630 * HOSPITAL Rochester, NY 14611




