
Home schoolers convene 
Area advocates 
organize group 

By Paul L Miller 
Catholic News Service 

MANASSAS, Va. — "A free 
education, if not done well, 
isn't much of a bargain," Wm-
berfy Hahn, a home schooling/ 
mother of four, told partici
pants in the National Catholic 
Home Education Convention. 

More than 800 people from 
28 states attended the conven
tion July 2-3 in Manassas, ad
ding momentum to what 
seems to be a growing move
ment among Catholic parents. 

In the Diocese of Rochester, 
the numbers of Catholic home 
schoolers grew enough by the 
1992-93 school year that they 
formed Catholic Homes-
choolers of Western New 
York. The group is establishing 
links with similar organizations 
in Buffalo and in northern 
Pennsylvania. 

The Rochester home-s
chooling group publishes a 
newsletter, meets several 
times a year, and has organ
ized a variety of religiously 
oriented and field trips. 

Meanwhile, a youth group 
has been formed among the 
Rochester home schoolers. 
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sibility for educating heir chil
dren, "we have to do so very 
carefully." 

"Just because our children 
are baptized into Christ does 
not guarantee their salvation," 
she said. "It is your 
call, to educate th^m in the 
faith." 
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"If s not a fortress 
where we're trying t< 
walls high enough to 
rest of the world 
in," Hahn said. "The! idea that 
we are home educators be
cause we don't warn our chil
dren out in the real world is 
preposterous. We want them 
to see the world as (it really is, 
as Christ sees it. 

"They (the critics) will often 
confront us with thersocializa-
tion question,"' she added. 
"Can they walk info a room 
and be the life of the party, or 
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even function normally at that 
party? Thaf s the wrong ques
tion. Can my child function in 
the body of Christ? Thaf s the 
real socialization question." 

Cardinal Jose T. Sanchez, 
prefect of the Vatican Congre
gation for the Clergy, told par
ticipants that the home school
ing conference was the pri
mary reason for his trip from 
Rome. 

"The (Second) Vatican 
Council hias underlined the 
value of the family in the moral 
education of children," Car
dinal Sanchez said. "The fa
mily is not only important, it is 
irreplaceable in this education. 

"The rights and duties of 
parents do not come from civil 
law ... but from divine, natural 
law," he added. 

One of the more heavily at
tended workshops was pre
sented by Chris Glicka, a law
yer with the Home School 
Legal Defense Association, 
who discussed recent legal 
battles over home schoolers' 
rights. 

Home schooling should be 
protected under the First 
Amendmenfs guarantee of 
free exercise of religion and 
under the 14th Amendment, 
Glicka said. He explained that 
the U.S. Supreme Court, while 
it has not ruled on a home 
schooling case, has inter-
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(SECRET 
16 OUT After 128 years as a Philadelphia institution, we've been discovered by the rest of die country: 

• U. S. News & World Report named 
La Salle University one of the country's leading 
regional universities in the 1993 edition of 
"America's Best Colleges." La Salle was 
also cited for its academic reputation and for 
its exceptional record on student retention. 
• La Salle was selected by Barron's, Money 
magazine, and the New York Times as one of 
the "best buys" in higher education. 
• The influential Long Island newspaper, 
Newsday, referred to La Salle as a "university 
on the rise" in a recent article entitled "Where the 
Hot Schools Are." 
• Standard & Poors ranked La Salle 10th 
among the nation's liberal arts colleges in the 
number of graduates Who are top corporate 
leaders. 
• La Salle was selected to appear in Peter
son 's Competitive Colleges, a profile of the 
schools that consistentiy accept the nation's 
best students. 
• A nationwide study of nearly 900 private ' 
colleges ranked La Salle in the top four percent 
since 1977 as an originating school for Ph.D.s. 

We have known for many 
years that the academic ex
cellence of our programs, the ** 
value of our education, and 
the extraordinary quality of 
our teaching place us among 
the best private liberal arts 
colleges in the country. It's 
gratifying to see mat others 
are now taking notice. 

If you'd like to know 
more about what makes 
La Salle so special, call or 
write the Director of Admissions, 

La Salle University, 
Philadelphia, PA 19141, 
(215)951-1500. 
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Because teaching comes first. 
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preted the 14th Amendment to 
mean that parents have a fun
damental right to direct their 
children's upbringing and edu
cation. 

The Michigan Supreme 
Court recently overturned a 
state law banning home 
schooling by uncertified tea
chers, he said. When his as
sociation was formed in 1983, 
most states required home 
schooling parents to be certi
fied teachers, he added, but 
Michigan is now one of 34 
states that recognize the rights 
of home schoolers. 

"Despite the opposition and 
(the fact) that home schoolers 
are outnumbered, God contin
ues to see us through more 
and more legal victories," 
Glicka said. 

"There are two arguments 
you should use in local legisla
tive battles," he advised. "First 
is that this is a minority right. 

They love minority-rights is
sues. And the second is that 
home schooling works." 

Glicka cited national test re
sults showing that home 
schooled students average 
around the 80th percentile and 
studies that indicate no corre
lation between teacher certifi
cation and student perfor
mance. 

The Manassas meeting was 
the third national home-school
ing conference held in the Ar
lington Diocese. 

• • • 
EDITORS' NOTE: This arti

cle contains reporting by sen
ior staff writer Lee Strong in 
Rochester. 

For information about the 
Catholic Homeschooiers of 
Western New York, contact 
either Diane Leavy at 
716/338-1047; Kathy Heim-
bueger at 359-4109; or Kathy 
Donohue at 456-8780. 

* Bishop Kearney 
High School 

A neighborhood school celebrating over 
30 years of developing the whole person. 

Come and experience Kearney ... 
an education for life! 

Join us for our fall Open House, 
Sunday, October 24; 2-4p.m. 

125 Kings Highway South 
Rochester, NY 14617-5596 

(716) 342-4000 

Training in classical ballet, jazz and tap 
Beginner through professional 
Pre-registration September 2-4* 1993 

Classes begin September 8, 1993 

Brochure available upon request 

Draper Studio of Dance 
320A North Goodman Street 

Rochester, NY 14620 461-2100 
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