Aquinas campaign hopes to build on tradition
ByMlkeLatona
Staff writer
ROCHESTER — A recent
fundraising effort reveals just
how valuable an Aquinas Institute education is to the high
school's alumni and supporters.
The $7 maiion drive, known
as the "Campaign for Excellence," has accelerated rapidly
in recent months. Donations
and pledges have ensured that
Aquinas, 1127 Dewey Ave.,
will benefit from a major building addition as well as longterm financial support for its
students and teachers.
According to Brian Buff,
Aquinas' associate director for
development money raised
thus far distinguishes the
"Campaign for Excellence" as
one of the largest high-school
fundraising drives in the country.
Approximately half of the $7
million is being invested in a
new physical-education and
science complex, currently being built by LeGesse Construction Co. Clearing for the facility
took place during the summer
of 1992, and construction began this past June.
When completed, the complex will occupy 35,000 square
feet on the north side of the
high school. The addition and
main building, which was built
in the mid-1920s, will be connected by a skyway.
Buff said the athletic area
should be ready for use by the
time basketball season opens
in late November. The gymnasium will feature seating for
approximately 1,000 spectators—more than twice the capacity of the current gym.
The science portion of this
complex, containing six laboratories and classrooms, is
scheduled to open in January,
1994. it will provide a more
centralized facility than that
offered by Aquinas' existing
science department, which is
housed on three different
floors in the main building.
The other $3.5 million raised
from the "Campaign for Excellence" will be put into endowment funds that will provide financial aid for students as well
as supplemental pay for teachers.
School principal Father
Dennis P. Noelke, CSB, noted
that these resources are
necessitated by rising tuition
costs, along with teachers' sa-
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Construction of Aquinas institute's new physical-education and science building began in June. The building's athletic area
is expected to open in late November while the science portion is slated for use in January.
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