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A dialogue that never ends in Poland 
By Father Richard P. McBrten 
Syndicated columnist 

Adam Michnik's The Church and the 
Left (University of Chicago, 1992) has 
been compared with Vaclev Havel's 
The Power of the Powerless. Writer 
Stanislaw Baranczak observed: "If any 
book can be credited with precipitat
ing the collapse of Communism in 
Central Europe, this is it." 

Michnik makes an irenic argument 
Although he is a Jewish liberal intel
lectual, his book criticizes some of his 
fellow intellectuals for their abiding 
suspicion of—and intransigent oppo
sition to—the Catholic Church. 

He calls for a dialogue between 
both sides, insisting that it is only 
through dialogue that a new democra
tic order can be put securely in place. 

But he is also critical of the church's 
readiness to insert itself more deeply 
into the political sphere. He expresses 
a concern about the re-emergence of 
the so-called "Julianic Church." 

The term is borrowed from the his
torian Bohdan Cywinski and refers to 
the period in Catholic history during 
the days of Julian the Apostate. 

Julian decreed the separation of 
church and state just after Catholicism 
had finally been made the state reli
gion by his predecessor, the Emperor 
Constantine. 

The Julianic Church's defining char
acteristic was not that it lacked politi
cal power, but that — having just been 
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removed fronr power — it sought 
above all to get it back. . : 

According to Cywinski, the Julianic 
Church pretends to be in solidarity 
with society ajainst an oppressive 
state only because it wants to ride 
back into power! on a wave of discon
tent with tike state. 

"No one," Michnik writes, "has 
expressed our f ;ars with such clarity 
and precision," * s Cywinski has done. 

What can be done about the situa
tion? Michnik at first tries to reassure 
non-Catholic and left-wing Poles that 
the church is far from achieving politi
cal domination. And even if it were 
close to doing so, the only way to 
counteract it is 1 y forging an alliance 

with the church. 
A church that longs for power, he 

said, is not simply the result of once 
having tasted power, but it is also the 
"result of isolation.'1' 

Polish liberals, Michnik insisted, are 
at least partially responsible for that 
sense of isolation. Their hostility 
toward the church generated hostility 
in return. "By treating the Church as 
an enemy of modernity, the secular 
intelligentsia forced it to remain an 
enemy of modernity" (see David Osf s 
Introduction to the English edition). 

Nevertheless, certain segments of 
Polish Catholicism showed a modem 
and liberal orientation. Michnik was 
impressed by this fact 

The only way to encourage these 
modern and liberal elements in the 
church, Michnik writes, is by remov
ing the basis for the church's mistrust 
of the Left Liberals must be prepared 
to work with the church, in spite of 
their reservations. 

Michnik encountered worried 
opposition to his approach, even from 
within his own ranks. Some warned 
that cooperation with the church 
would only strengthen its fundamen
talist wing. Others thought that ges
tures of good will would be interpret
ed as signs of weakness rather than 
friendship; 

Professor Ost notes that the dispute 
was akin to the Western debate about 
detente with the Soviet Union. Would 
it actually strengthen or weaken the 

Soviet hard liners? Would it send the 
wrong signals to the Soviet military? 

Despite these and his own misgiv
ings, Michnik pressed his argument. 
Hatred and fear breed only hatred and 
fear. The only way to break the vicious 
circle of opposition and hostility is 
through encounter, trust and dialogue. 

But that was in 1976, when his book 
was first published. A little more than 
a decade late, he was counseling his 
intellectual allies to maintain their dis
tance from the church (see the After
word to the English edition of the 
book). He worried about an "Iraniza-
tion" of Poland. 

Under Primate Jozef Glemp, the 
church had become more nationalist 
and fundamentalist By 1984, Michnik 
was certain of i t That year Cardinal 
Glemp provided an introduction to a 
new edition of Roman Dmowski's 
1927 pamphlet, Church, Nation, and 
State, which advocated Catholicism as 
the state religion and contained a 
streak of violent anti-Semitism. 

Despite the changes in his views 
from 1976-87, Michnik ends his After
word in the same way that he ended 
his original book with a plea for dia
logue. 

Those on both sides of the dialogue 
must recognize their own limits. Nei
ther has a l the answers. Each has to 
listen to the other and be prepared to 
learn from the other. 

It is a process that always continues. 
It is a dialogue that never ends. 

"Last night when I visited my mother\ she couldn't stok) telling me 
how happy she is about living at the Gables. She's laughing again 
and feeling in control of her life." 

Experience a lifestyle that includes the convenience of housekeeping, the comfort of a 

24-hour staff, elegant dining service, the privacy of your own apartment, the security 

of personal care and the warmth of home. ' 

Rochester's Premier Luxury 

Rental Retirement Community 

2001 ClintoA Ave. South 
BRIGHTON 461-1880 Rochester, NY 14618 

uj yeisujuu LUTE UIUI trie UIUT 

C/AT BRIGHI 

CRUISE THE 
MEDITERRANEAN 

May 14th, 1994 
Two weeks on the Song of Norway of the Royal 
Caribbean Lines. Ports of Call include: Venice-Naples-
Rome-Florence, Italy; Messena, Sicily; Corfu, Greece; 
One port in France with optional side trip to Monte 
Carlo or Caines; 3 Islands: fauna, Balearic, and 
Majoreca; and Barcelona Spain. 
Quad Price: $2760 per person, outside cabin 

$2640 per person, inside cabin 
Triple Price: $2970 per person, outside cabin 

$2810 per person, inside cabin 
Double Price: $3390 per person, outside cabin 

$3150 per person, inside cabin 
$300 per person deposit to reserve triple or quad. $200 
per person deposit to reserve double. Deposits due 
upon making reservations. 2nd deposit of $ 5 0 0 per person 

due Nov. 15, 1993. Price includes round trip air from 
Rochester to Venice where you pick up cruise ship, port 
tax and international tax. Passport Required. Travel 
Arrangements handled through Caito Travel Bureau. 

For Mors Information or to make raaervatJons, Call or write today: 

MILDRED MATHIS 
P.O. Box 243, Geneva, New York 14456 

Phone (315) 789-5612 or 

Bonnie Flagg (716) 424-3470 or 

Beverly Hadee (after 7pm) 

(716) 288-2877 
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Men's Size Range 6 to 15/Widths A to SE 
Women'* Size Range 3 to 12/WMthS 4A to SE 

SELECT YOUR EXCHANGE 
STUDENT TODAYF 

Hanna from 
Norway, 17 yrs. 

Likes skiing, swim
ming, dancing and 
art Hanne hopes to 
join a drama club 
while in the USA. 

Choose a high school 
exchange student from 
France, Germany, England, 
Italy or Scandinavia to join 
your family for a school year 

Enrich your family with 
the culture and love of your 
new student while sharing 
your love with them. 

Don't miss this oppor
tunity, You can qualify to 
become a host family to
day. Call: 

Cindy Cherne at 
(716) 671-7339 

Ann at 1-800-677-2773 (Tbll Free) 

Czechosloi 
from 
fa, 16 yrs. 

INTERNATIONA^. STUDENT EXCHANGE "^OGHAMS 

Loves camping and 
playing soccer. 
Michal's dream has 
been to spend a 
school year in the 
USA. 
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MONROE COUNTY 
SENIOR GAMES '93 
September 9-14 

Recreational and Competitive Activities 
for persons age 55 and older, including: Dancing, Golf, 

Swimming, Bowling, Track, Horseshoes, Bocce 
and much, much more! 

Registration Deadline: September 1st 
For information call the 

Office for the Aging: 274-7823 

BlueCross BlueShield 
of the Rochester Area COUNTY 
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