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Parish helps doctors open

medical clinic to fill gaps

By Mary Benson

- Catholic News Service

ERIE, Pa. — The medical clinic open-
ing soon in the basement of the St.
Paul Parish youth center will have the

simplest of accounting systems — its.

doctors and staff won’t be paid and its
patients won't be billed.

The St. Paul's Neighborhood Free

Medical Clinic will be working to “fill
the gaps” in health-care coverage for
residents of the racially and ethnically
mixed neighborhood that includes a
growing number of Hispanics and
Vietnamese.

“This is to fill gaps. That’s all,” said
Dr. Vincent Jenco, a retired obstetri-
cian/
neighborhood. He and Dr. Henry Kar-
pinski, also retired, plan to operate the
clinic with the help of volunteers.

“I'm not fond of the present two-tier
system of health care that we now
have,” said Jenco. “My contention has
always been that the little guy doesn’t
get very much.”

According to plans for the clinié, the

“little guy” will get, at the very least,

basic medical attention. Modeled after
a successful program in Roanoke, Va.,
the dlinic will serve the uninsured and
the underinsured. -

The clinic is not designed to compete

gynecologist who grew up in the .

with existing health services. Patients
who are on public welfare and receive
medical assistance will be referred to
clinics at Erie’s neighborhood centers.
Those who are adequately covered by
insurance will be referred to regular
health-care providers.

Karpinski said the clinic will focus
on preventive care and maintenance
for Erie’s portion of the 35 million
people in the United States who have
no insurance or inadequate coverage.

The two doctors, who had worked
together before retirement at the Vet-
erans Administration Medical Center

in Erie, have discussed for the past two

years the idea of opening a free clinic
in order to make some sense out of the
health-care quagmire.

“I think this (free clinic model) will
go over the country shortly,” said Kar-
pinski. “The doctors are being bashed
so much that they have to give some-
thing back to show they’re not just
money-hungry.”

So far, about 30 physicians — from
pediatricians to oncologists — have
either inquired or signed on to vol-
unteer at-the dlinic. Dieticians, nurses,
psychologists, and maintenance and
office personnel have also expressed
interest in the venture. Interpreters
have agreed to provide help when
needed.

Nurse

anﬂnued from page 5A
Arab food, there must be some Arab in
you?’” Lopez chuckled.

In addition to their work at the

‘center, Laurie and Marie have been in-

vited to birthday parties at the homes
of staff members who live outside the
clinic. They have also taken several
short trips, including jaunts to Beth-
lehem, the Dead Sea and other parts of
Jerusalem. '

The center itself is located next to a
mosque, so several times a day
workers in the center hear the call to
prayer.

Religion, Lopez said, “is every-
where, and you think about it constan-

y.
“It makes you want to sort things

‘about nursing,” Lopez

Safety at home.
Peace of mind for you.

‘@ Are you worried about the safety
of a loved one? Community Care of
Rochester can provide vou with a skilled
home health aide to supply care, comfort
and personal attention. Coverage can begin
within 24 hours of vour request.

A s your mind..

COMMUNITY . .
for more information,

il 288-7560.
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out in your life, and be honest with -
yourself,” she added. T
The trip has also helped confirm her
decision to go into nursing, Lopez said.
“Its made me much more excited
said. “I love
working with disabled children.”
Lopez said she would like to vol-
unteer again in another country -at
some point after she becomes a nurse.
In addition, she said, “I would like to
use my experience in cross-cultural
nursing to work with Hispanic popula-

' tions, or with Palestinian immigrants.”

She has also come to realize that
nursing is more than just “giving
somebody a pill and leaving the room.

“The patients "have emotional
needs,” Lopez continued.”You have to
care for the whole person.

This will make me more sensitive to
the other needs,” she concluded.
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PAIN RELIEF  244-6532

If you suffer from

® Neck Pain  ® Numbness in Hands
® Migraines @ Mid and Low Back Pain
® Headaches ® Whiplash ® Hip Pain

«.call Dr. Colm T. Murphy at
Brighton 12 Corners Chiropractic Office
for a complimentary consultation.

Evening Hours Available ® Most Insurances Accepted
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PERSONAL NURSING SERVIC

Personal Nursing Service, P S . Li.ght Housckeeping

* Arm & Shoulder Pain
® Muscle Spasms
® Sports Injuries
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now with offices at I_’inehmst ¢ Other needed care
Senior Living Community, offers PN s an experienced provider
:n‘;a;lte menuesofdesel tsvmto o of home health care to senior
our residents to continue citizens and is locally owned
living at home with health care operated. ® ovmel and
services as low as $5.00 an hour. IFyou are looking for a retire
'Emeem"d/C"mgN“m " ment community that offers an
* Competent/Reliable Aids active life-style with optional
* Daily Hygiene and Dressing health care services, call Pinehurst
¢ Medication Remind/Assist at 624-5970.
* Assist with meals ‘ TNICHL IRST
* Assist to Activities P SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY . .

Pinehurst » 1000 Pine Trasl * Honeoye Falls, NY 14472
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CARE - GIVERS

A SUPPORT GROUP FOR CARE-
GIVERS OF THE ELDERLY

. Share the joys and frustrations of
caring for an elderly person. Learn
coping strategies, hear occasional

speakers. Enjoy the company of
others in similar situations.

FREE ¢ CONFIDENTIAL
¢ PROFESSIONALLY -
FACILITATED

Two Meeting Locations:
2nd & 4th Thursdays
7-9 pm
Mental Health Association
1100 University Avenue
(Bidg. #4, Door C)
2nd & 4th Mondays
7-9 pm
Greece Baptist Church
1230 Long Pond Road

Sponsored by the Mental
Health Assoclation

For Information:

-256-0590

T;IG doctor told Dad

he had only three months to live.

After the tears, the denial,
the acceptance, only one thing

made sense. /

Being home together.

Icalled 787-8315. 7
Visiting Nurse Hospice
helped us bring ’ /
comfort and compassion home.

VISITING
NURSE
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Caring and 4 Compassion at Home.
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