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Abuse charges reach 
military, federal courts 
By Nancy Frazier O'Brien 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — The trauma of 
child sex abuse cases involving priests 
has appeared in some unusual arenas 
this summer, with guilty pleas in mili­
tary and federal courtrooms. 

Father Robert C. Hrdlicka, a Navy 
lieutenant and chaplain at the Marine 
Corps Air Station in Beaufort, S.C., hal­
ted his court-martial trial July 2 to 
plead guilty to six counts of indecent 
acts with a minor under 16 and one 
count of indecent liberties with a 
minor under 16. 

In New York, a July 9 guilty plea by 
Father Edward A. Pipala to one count 
of transporting minors across state 
lines for sexual activity was believed 
to be the first use of the federal Mann 
Act against a priest. 

In other developments, a grand jury 
in Lexington, Ky., indicted an 86-year-
old retired priest on 36 felony counts 
of sexual abuse involving children, 
and a suspended priest of the Coving­
ton ^diocese was sentenced to three 
concurrent 20-year sentences after 
pleading guilty to molesting teen-age 
boys. 

In Dallas, diocesan attorneys objec­
ted to a request by the attorney for 
Father Rudolph Kos for a change of 
venue in the civil lawsuit by two 
young men who have accused Father 
Kos of abusing them. Both the diocese 
and the priest have been sued, but 
they have separate attorneys. 

In the military case, Father Hrdlicka, 
a priest of the Diocese of Lincoln, Neb.> 
who was ordained in 1977, was sen­
tenced to 12 years in prison after his 
guilty plea. He was also discharged 
from the Navy and forfeited all pay 
and allowances. 

The sentence had to be reviewed by 
Major Gen. D.A. Richwine of Cherry 
Point, N.C., before it became final. 
Richwine's decision was expected 
within six weeks. 

The charges against Father Hrdlicka 
involved four boys ranging in age 
from 7 to 11. The incidents of sexual 
abuse took place at aTF.S. naval air 
station in Italy in 1988 and at the Beau­
fort base in the early 1990s. 

ONE WEEK 
ONLY 

Father Pipala, a 54-year-old priest of 
the New York archdiocese, had been 
accused of taking 11 boys from his 
New York parishes to a condorninium 
in New Jersey and motels in Massa­
chusetts for sexual activity, thus violat­
ing the Mann Act. 

Mary Jo White, the U.S. attorney for 
the southern district of New York, said 
at a press conference that she did not 
know of any other priest ever convic­
ted on federal child abuse charges. 

Father Pipala was pastor of St. John 
the Evangelist Parish in Goshen, N.Y., 
and associate pastor at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Monroe when the 
abuse occurred. It reportedly began in 
1983. 

He was expected to be sentenced 
Nov. 5 to serve six-and-a-half to eight 
years in prison without the possibility 
of parole. He said he would also plead 
guilty later in July to state charges of 
sodomy and deviant sex with a minor. 

The Kentucky cases involved Mon-
signor Leonard B. Nienaber of Lexing­
ton and Father Earl Bierman of Co­
vington. 

Monsignor Nienaber, who was ar­
raigned July 2 in Fayette Circuit Court, 
faces 31 charges of indecent or im­
moral practices with another and five 
charges of first-degree sexual abuse. 
Both are felonies, punishable by one to 
10 years or one to five years in prison, 
respectively. 

The grand jury dismissed four 
counts of indecent or immoral prac­
tices with another and one count of 
first-degree sexual abuse against Mon­
signor .Nienaber. 

The alleged incidents of sexual 
abuse are said to have occurred be­
tween 1964-78, when the priest was 
pastor of Queen of the Holy Rosary 
Parish in Lexington. The 24 alleged 
victims ranged in age from 11 to 15 at 
the time. 

When Monsignor Nienaber was first 
charged in April, Lexington Bishop J. 
Kendrick Williams pledged to coo­
perate with the investigation and ur­
ged prayers for "all who are hurting 
during this difficult time." 
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Contributing to this roundup was T.F. 

Shaughnessy in Lexington. 
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All Ready -to-
Finish Christmas 
Plaster Kite. 
Paints, brush, 
and instructions 
all included. 
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HELP BRING THE LIGHT 
OF CHRIST AND FAMILY 
VALUES TO ROCHESTER 

TELEVISION!!! 
ETERNAL 

W O R D 

TELEVISON 

NETWORK 

Sick and t i r ed of 
all t he j u n k on 
TV? 

Here 's you r 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
get t he best in 
Chr is t ian 
te lev is ion fo r 
Rochester. 

• E W T N - ETERNAL WORD TELEVISION NETWORK supports fa­
mily values and feeds your faith. 

• EWTN— Is faithful to the message and ministry of Jesus C h r i s t -
it is positive about the Church and the things wh ich 
nurture life and faith both in individuals and in the 
family!! 

• EWTN— It offers sol id, fai thful Catholic instruct ion, documen­
taries, live events, devotions, a spectrum of musical 
offerings and other top family-oriented viewing (even 
in Spanish)!! 

• EWTN— Offers—24 hours a day—programming w i th clear 
Catholic values; it has proven appeal to adults, 
teenagers and chi ldren. 30 Mi l l ion EWTN viewers can't 
be wrong! ! Join w i th thousands of other Catholics in 
support ing our efforts to br ing truly Christian televi­
sion to Rochester. Help br ing the light of Christ to 
Rochester homesi! 

THIS IS HOW YOU CAN HELP!! 
1. Many of you wi l l be polled by telephone in the near future 

about your preference for a " re l igous" channel on Cablevision. 
Please remember the name ETERNAL WORD TELEVISION 
NETWORK (EWTN) and vote for EWTN as your choice for a 
" re l ig ious" channel. 

2. Take a minute to wr i te or call Greater Rochester Cablevision, 
Mr . Frank Chiaino, President, 71 Mt . Hope Ave., Rochester, N.Y. 
14620; phone: 325-1111. 

3. Pray daily for the success of this county-wide campaign to bring 
EWTN into more and more American homes. Not since the t ime 
when mil l ions of Americans rushed home to see Fulton Sheen 
have we had such an opportuni ty to engage the moral 
imagination of America. The Eternal Word could change us—and 
our community! ! 

EWTN Catholic Television has captured an impressive backing: 

• Praised by Bishops, Archbishops, 
Clergy and Laity, and mill ions of 
EWTN viewers; 

• Commended by the Papal Nuncio in 
the U.S.; 

• Blessed by Silvio Cardinal Odd i , 
(prefect of the Congregation for the 
Clergy); 

• Endorsed by the Diocese of 
Rochester; 

• Supported by the Knights of 
Columbus; 

• The Catholic Physicians Gu i ld ; 
• St. Thomas More Lawyers Gui ld ; 
• And innumerable Catholic leaders 

and organizations. 

30,000,000 VIEWERS CANT BE WRONG!! 
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