) the |

7ays

ud-

" at-
Van-
ang
vho

day

the
any
d.

ate
5in

nld
t of

K of C recognizes
longtime member

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

GREECE — For Arthur Fraser, the
gathering was a bit too big the day he
took his third degree with the Knights
of Columbus some 71 years ago in
Rumford, Maine.

““We had 125 members in our class,

but 1 always thought they admitted

too many people that didn't stay,”
Fraser recalled.

Fraser certainly has gone a long way
toward compensating for those early
dropouts.

Recently, Father Barry Council No.
2091 discovered that Fraser, 95, is its
oldest living member. To celebrate
Fraser’s years of service, the Rumford-
based chapter decided to honor Fraser
— with a little help from a Rochester-
area K of C chapter.

Fraser, who now resides in Greece,
was honored June 23 by the Greece
Knights of Columbus, Our Lady of the
Cenacle No. 3892, at that group’s an-
nual Clergy Appreciation and Recogni-
tion Dinner. The event was held at
Holy Name of Jesus Church, St. Mar-
tin’s Way.

Both Fraser and his wife of 68 years,
Louise, were in attendance. Arthur
was presented with a certificate of ap-
preciation from Council No. 2091 in
Rumford, as well as a Certificate of
Accommodation signed by Supreme
Knight Virgil Dechant from the K of

C’s national headquarters in New Ha-.

ven, Conn.

Ih addition, Leuise, 90, received: a.

dozen red roses.

“1 thought they were very nice, very
cordial. They did everything to make it
nice,” said Fraser. .

The longtime Knight of Columbus
was born in Franklin, NH., and spent
most of his life in Rumford. He and
Louise raised seven children, and now
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have 27 grandchildfen and 38 great-
grandchildren.

A devout Roman Catholic all his life,
Fraser began volunteering his services
to the church at a very early age.

“I was an altar boy for 20 years —
from when I was five years old until I
: got married,” Frasersaid.” - : -

He eventually joined the Cathohc
Order of Foresters in 1918 before
commencing his longtime membership
with the Knights of Columbus in 1922.
He became involved with the K of C
through - his now-deceased brother,
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Emil, who once served as a grand
knight.
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Arthur Fraser stands on the front patio of his son’s home in Greece.

Fraser's working life was mostly
spent as a quality-control specialist for
the Rumford-based Oxford Paper
Company. He also was also a talented
baseball player — competiiig as a se-
mipro outfielder in the 1920s — and he

still roots av1d1y for the Boston Red
Sox,

company in 1963, Fraser stayed active
as a grounds keeper and handyman for
a motel owned by a daughter and son-
in-law.

Arthur and Louise moved to Greece
five years ago to live with their son,
Arthur, and daughter-in-law, Jen.
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and feeling in control of her life.”

of personal care and the warmth of home.

The> Gable

“Last night when I visited my mother, she couldn’t stop telling me
how happy she is about living at the Gables. She’s laughing again —

Experience a lifestyle that includes the convenience of housekeeping, the comfort of a
24-hour staff, elegant dining service, the privacy of your own apartment, the security
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Rental Retirement Community

2001 Clinton Ave. South

Upon his reh:ement from the paperv ‘
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Fraser remains quite mobile, doing
various types of yard work at their re-
sidence on El Mar Drive.

He emphasized that no matter what
the activity may be, it's. that much
nicer when he can do it with Louise.

“You might put down that the best

- years of my life have been living with
her,” Fraser suggested with a big
smile.
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When a pet dies what can
I do for my child?

A child may be quite upset when a
pet dies. One way you can help is to
plan a ceremony with the child for
saying goodbye. A pet funeral gives
the child a feeling of being in control
and allows him to express some
feelings about the loss. Finding a ‘
box to place the pet in, digging a
grave, and holding a ceremony also
satisfies a child's natural curiosity
about the physical aspects of death.
When a pet dies a child may
continue to be sad for several days
then, as a rule, they turn their
attention to other matters. Listen to
your child when he expresses his

feelings and be availabie to answer
any questions your child might have.
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2100 St. Paul St., Rochester, NY 14621
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