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These siblings belong in league of their own 
By Mike Latona 
Staff writer 

ELMIRA — Female siblings with ex
ceptional baseball talent become 
teammates for one season. Later they 
emerge as opponents in - the same 
league. Eventually, one sister remains 
active in the sport while the older one 
goes off to pursue other interests. A si
bling rivalry occasionally pops up dur
ing the years, but a strong bond shines 
through at the end. 

Script sound familiar? Welcome to 
the real-life version of A League of their 
Own, starring Stacey and Bobbie 
McMaiL 

"If s our life. We watch it time and 
time again, and we cry. If s us; if s un
believable/' Stacey McMail said of the 
1992 hit movie. 

The sisters are natives of Bently 
Creek, Pa., the only children of Bruce 
and Sharon McMaiL Stacey and Bobbie 
have been attracting attention ever 
since their softbail-playing days at El-
mira Notre Dame High School 

A1988 ND graduate, Stacey went on 
to become a four-year all-star at the 
collegiate level, batting a cumulative 
.439 over that period. She pitched at 
Corning Community College and then 
earned a partial scholarship to Mans
field University, where she sparkled in 
the outfield for two seasons. Now 23, 
she is due to graduate from Mansfield 
later this summer with a degree in 
social work. 

Bobbie, 18, who graduated from No
tre Dame in 1992, has enjoyed a quick 
start on the Bloomsburg University 
squad. The sophomore-to-be biology 
major, who is on a .three-quarters 
Scholarship at Bloomsburg, posted a 
7-0. pitching record this past season. 
Her team finished 38-5, placing fourth 
in the NCAA Division II national 
playoffs. 

S. John Wllkln/Staff photographer 
Stacy (loft) and Bobbie McMail pose on the field at Elmira Notre Dame High 
School, where they both began their softball careers. 

During their careers, the McMails 
have appeared on the same roster for 
just one season. That was in 1988, 
when Stacey was a senior at Notre 
Dame and Bobbie made her varsity 
debut as an eighth-grader. 

"It was hard for me. I'm not shy, but 
I was scared," Bobbie recalled. "It was 
so new to me." 

Five years later, it was Stacey's turn 
to get nervous. The McMails were 
reunited — but, for first time in their 
lives, on opposing fields — when 
Mansfield met Pennsylvania State Ath

letic Conference rival Bloomsburg for a 
doubleheader on April 6. 

Stacey faced the possibility of 
having to bat against her kid sister. "I 
didn't want to play her," she recalled. 
"I was worried, just from the emo
tional point" 

Bobbie, on the other hand, took the 
situation in stride. "To me it was like, 
'Who cares, if s just a game?'" she re
marked. 

As it turned out, the confrontation 
never took place. Although Stacey 
played both ends of the doubleheader, 
Bobbie was only used-as a pinch-hitter. 

Upon one particularly difficult grab 
Stacey made that day, Bobbie said 
"Nice catch." "My teammates all got 
mad," she noted. 

Likewise, when Bobbie was at the 
plate, Stacey. remembered "I'd be 
cheering for her to get a hit." 

Stacey noted that the sisters' atti
tudes have changed since they were 
Notre Darrte teammates, when, admit
tedly, neither was very willing to ac
cept the other's advice. 

"Now we have such a close re
lationship," said Stacey. "If I was 
having a hitting problem I would call 
her. We realize how much more we 
depend on each other." 

Despite their closeness, Bobbie 
points out that, as depicted in A League 
of their Own, a common blood line 
doesn't necessarily result in similar 
personalities. 

"People try to compare us, but in the 
movie they were two different people 
— and soare we," she commented. 

Stacey and Bobbie .also differ on 
which is the most famous McMaiL 

"I was never sis good a pitcher as 
she was. I was always known as Bob-
He Jo's sister," said Stacey. 

"No, no," Bobbie interjected. "I was 
always known as Stacey's sister." 
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YOU ARE 
INVITED TO VISIT 

Vocation Week 
July 25 - August 1 

(RESERVATIONS REQUIRED, CALL, OR RETURN COUPON BELOW) 

DOMINICAN SISTERS 
OF HAWTHORNE 
Providing free care and shelter 
to incurable cancer patients. 
We seek women who are full of love for 
Christ and desire to join a congregation 
with strong spiritual and community life. 
Our Sisters come from all walks of life. 
Prior nursing experience is not required. 
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CONTACT: Sr. Marie Edward • Rosary Hill Home 
600 Linda Ave., Hawthorne, NY 10532 (914) 769-4794 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Home Telephone ( ,) : 

• I would like to make a reservation to visit during your 
Vocation Week. 

• I cannot visit during your Vocation Week, but would like 
additional information about your community. 

R-NY 

YOUR HEADQUARTERS 
FOR SCHOOL UNIFORMSI 

mm 
School 
Uniform 
Service 

NOW'S THE 
TIME... 
to purchase your child's 
school un i form. Please 
don't wait until the last 
minute. 
CALL OR STOP IN TODAY 
while we still have a large 
selection of sizes and colors. 

a>5£ PANORAMA PLAZA 
Yowq 1467 Penfield Road 

**" fashions Rochester, New York 14625 

School Uniform Service <716> 586-8655 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-9; Sat. 10-6; Sun. 12-5 
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