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NCCB head: Letter 
cleared air on abuse 
Pope showed 
understanding 
ByJohnThavte 
Catholic News Service 

ROME — Pope John Paul II's 
recent letter to VS. bishops on sexu
al abuse by clergy has "cleared the 
air," and demonstrated papal under
standing and encouragement on a 
difficult issue, said Archbishop 
William H. Keeler of Baltimore, pres
ident of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. 

At the same time, a draft docu
ment recently drawn up by a U.S.-
Vatican commission provides a 
"wonderful foundation" for helping 
U.S. bishops deal with sexually abu
sive priests,.Archbishop Keeler said 
in an interview in Rome June 30. 

Archbishop Keeler said tthe 
pope's June letter demonstrated that 
he grasped the significance of the 
problem in all its dimensions, fol
lowing talks with groups of U.S. 
bishops throughout the year. 

"I would say that it has really 
cleared the air in a wonderful way. I 
haven't talked to all the bishops, but 
every one I've talked to is quite 
pleased/'tfc archbishop said. 

"Before, the Holy Father was hear
ing from U.S. bishops about the pres
sures caused by this problem. Now 
he's hearing, Thank you for helping 
us/" hei said. 

In his letter, the pope said he 
shared the bishops' sorrow and con
cern over the recent cases, especially 
for victims of sexual abuse. He 
announced the formation of the U.S.-
Vatican commission to help U.S. 
bishops make better use of church 
law in dealing with offenders. 

After an intensive meeting in June, 
that commission produced a draft 
document that is being reviewed by 
the pope and other Vatican officials. 

The draft addresses several areas 
of church law that have been prob
lematic for U.S. dioceses seeking to 
defrock known sex abusers among 
the clergy. While he refused to dis
close particular recommendations of 
the joint commission, Archbishop 
Keeler said the document provides 
help on two specific issues: 

• Differing statutes of limitations 
between church law and civil law on 
sex-abuse crimes. 

* Differing definitions of a minor 
in cases of sexual molestation. A 
minor is defined by church law as 
someone under the age of 16, while 
in most US. states it is 18. 

Catholic Child Sponsorship 
For Just $10 a Month 

Little Conchita lives in a small village in the 
mountains of Guatemala. Her house is made 
of cornstalks, with a tin roof and dirt floor. Her 
father struggles to support the family as a day 
laborer. Your concern can make toe differ
ence in the lives of children like Conchita. 

Your opportunity to help one very poor 
child is much too important to miss. And 
Christian Foundation for Children and 
Aging Is the only Catholic child spon
sorship program working in the twenty 
desperately poor countries we serve. 

For as little as $10 monthly, you can 
help a poor child at a Catholic mission site 
receive nourishing food, medical care, the 
chance to go to school and hope for a 
brighter future. You can literally change 
a life. 

Through CFCA you can sponsor a child 
with the amount you can afford. Ordinarily 
it takes $20 per month to provide one of our 
children with the life changing benefits of 
sponsorship. But if this is not possible for 
you, we invite you to do what you can. 
CFCA will see to it from other donations and 
the tireless efforts of our missionaries that 
your special child receives the same 
benefits as other sponsored children. 

And you can be assured your donations 
are being magnified and are having their 
greatest impact because our programs are 
directed by dedicated Catholic missionar
ies with a long standing commitment to the 
people they serve. 

You will receive a new picture of your 
child each year, information about your 
child's family and country, letters from your 
child and the CFCA quarterly newsletter. 

Please take this opportunity to make a 
difference in the life of one poor child. 
Become a sponsor today! 

Pope's health tests 'normal' year after surgery l~̂  CJ 7/93 

J ^ n C A N CITY, (CNS). — Medical 
testejuiy 2 shoWed Eope John PaulIPs 
cbrMrk^irfob^f normal'' nearly a year 
after surgical removal of an intestinal 
tumor, a Vatican spokesman said. 

The pope underwent a CAT scan 
(computerized axial tomography exam) 
of his abdomen at Rome's GemelK Hos
pital, and returned to the Vatican about 
an hour and a half later. 

Correction 
The July 1 article on diocesan 

priests celebrating their ordination 
jubilees mcoirectly reported Mon-
signor William H* Shannon's resi
dence. Monsignor Shannon— pro
fessor emeritus at Nazareth College 
— resides at 4095 East Ave. He is 
chaplain at -the; Sisters of St Joseph 
Momediouse. 

v This information also appears 
incorrectly in-flie Diocesan Directo
ryWe regret the error, 

, *The4 resul^of the test r— as ior all 
others, performed following his surgery 
of Jttly715/1^ —* were normal/' said 
spokesman JoaquJn Navarro-Vails. ." 

The test was carried out "in the 
framework of periodic clinical check
ups," and the pope was expected to 
resume his regular schedule of meetings 
and ceremonies the next day, Navarro-
Vatts said. 

The spokesman said the tests were 
given at 8 p.m. so they would not inter
fere with the pontiff's appointments 
that day, which included a meeting with 
U.S. bishops, and so the hospital's rou
tine would not be disturbed. 

U.S. bishops who.met with the pope 
all week described him as fit and alert 

Yes, I'll help one child: 
J G'BbYj jE} GTrf "OtJf i i ld inmost need 

.... Jn D Latin America, DAfr icaD Asia D Any 
My monthly pledge l« :Q $10 D$15 D$20 D$25 D$5oD$100 

I wish to contribute: D monthly D quarterly • semi-annually • annually 
Enclosed is my first contribution of $ 

If you prefer, simply call 
BernSe Puglisi at the 

Catholic Courier 
. (716) 328-4340 

I 
I CI I cannot sponsor now but I enclose my gift of $ . 
' D Please send me further information regarding: 
. D Sponsorship D Volunteer Program D U.S.Homeless Program 

' Name Phone. 
. Address 
I City State .Zip. 

Christian Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA) 
do CATHOLIC COURIER/1150 Buffalo Road/RochesterrNew York 14624 

b 
Mak* chacks payabla to: Christian Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA) 

Financial Report available upon request / Donation U.S. tax deductible. 
Mwrber: U.S. Caftofic Mission Association - Natl Catholic Devafapmant Conference - Catholic Press5 Association -Intl 

Liaison of Lay Volunteers in Mission - Nat'l Catholic Stewardship Council - NaT! CathoSe CouficJ for Hispanic Ministry 

Douglas C. Meeson <( Robert E. Vay 
Our Family Serving Your Family For Over 65 Years" 

Vay-5chleich & Meeson 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2692 Dewey Avenue 663-2100 1075 Long Pond Road 

FUNERAL HOME 
Family Owned & Operated 

RONALD JOHN ARNDT 
ROBERT J. ARNDT 
Funeral Directors 

225-6350 
1118 Long Pond Road 

(South of Maiden Lane) 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF 
THE ROCHESTER DIOCESE 
The funeral Directors listed herein offer pre-need and at-need 
services and counseling in accordance with the Catholic faith. 

ELMIRA GATES • 
HOLLY-KECK 

& BAKER, INC. 
James A. Baker, Sr., V.P. 

640 W. Gray St., Ebnira 

(607) 732-5273 

DiPonzio Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

(Across from St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spsncerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

429-6700 

IRONDEQUOIT ROCHESTER 
Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716)342-3400 

Michael R. "lackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 

Crawford Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

"Our fiunfly Serving tour Family" 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 
(716)482-0400 

Lucey Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

301 W. Main St. Victor, N.Y. 

924-5730 
2309 Culver Rd. 

342-0470 
Michael W. Lucey Lie. Mgr. 

MONUMENTS 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue Since 1856 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 

Thursday, July 8, 1993 


