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Twins among priests
celebrating 25 years
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By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer
ROCHESTER — Some Catholic fa-
milies dream of raising at least one son
for the priesthood. ‘
Other families dream of raising a

‘whole flock of potential candidates to

inherit the mantle Christ gave his
apostles.

But how many mothers dream of
carrying two future priests in their
womb — at the same time?

Linda Pierpolini Beligotti did just
that, giving birth to Richard J. and
Robert L. on Sept. 8, 1942, in Watkins
Glen.

The fraternal twins were both or-
dained to the priesthood on June 1,
1968. And it seems that their bond
formed in the womb has only
itfrengthened throughout their whole

e.

- Father Richard claimed getting the

old age — with influencing him to be-
come a priest.

“You’d never know she was blind,”
Father Richard said. ““She was not bit-
ter at all about her blindness.”

“Her attitude was this is what the
Lord wanted,” Father Robert chimed

in. .

Their father, Sarafino Beligotti, who
passed away last year, also made them
both want to serve the Lord, the twins
noted, because he boldly expressed his
love of God.

“He was never afraid to do what is
right,” Father Richard said.

encourages us to sing so well.”

The number of musical selections
offered at the celebration Mass, atten-
ded by 400 people, reflects the number
of parishes at which the brothers have
served.

In addition to St. Charles Borromeo,
Father Richard has served at St. Ceci-
lia, Irondequoit; St. Margaret Mary,
Apalachin; Immaculate Conception,
Ithaca; Holy Cross, Rochester; St.
Agnes, Avon; St. Mary ©ur Mother,
Horseheads; St. Thomas More,
Brighton; St. Michael, Newark; and St.
Pius, Chili.

Father Robert also served at St
Charles and at Holy Family, Auburn;
St. Vincent DePaul, Corning; St. Mary,
Southside Elmira; and as assistant pas-
tor and pastor at St. Anthony of Padua.

In addition to the Beligotti brothers,
the following priests are celebrating
their 25th year since ordination.

‘In the 1970s, he served some time as
chairman of the Priests’ Personnel
Finance Committee. From 1977-79 he
served as co-pastor of St. Patrick, El-
mira, and from 1979-81, he was associ-
ate pastor at St. Louis, Pittsford. He
became co-pastor of Rochester’s St.
John the Evangelist Church on Hum-
boldt Street in 1981. He was named
pastor in 1991, a position he currently
holds.
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1942, Father James
A. Schwartz this

Fathers Richard (left) and Robert Beligotti sit in front of a statue of St. Antho-
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ny of Padua at Father Robert’'s former parish, St. Anthony of Padua in Ro-
chester. The twin priests are both celebrating their 25th jubilees this year.
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