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- Church occupation ends in Worcester, Mass.
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Protests are likely
to continue there

WORCESTER, Mass. (CNS) — Dissi-
dent parishioners left a Worcester
church peacefully June 23, ending a
13-month occupation that was called
“unbelievably unfortunate” and “a
tragic episode.”

Police escorted about 45 members of
the Committee to Save St. Joseph's
from the closed St. Joseph Church
without incident after Superior Court
Judge Thomas Connolly said they
could face jail or fines if they defied an
order to vacate the building. '

Committee members had kept up a
24-hour occupation of the church since
it was merged with Notre Dame des
Canadiens Parish in May 1992. Protests
were expected to continue outside the
church.

Bishop Timothy J. Harrington of
Worcester had offered to reopen the
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Gary Anger (left) carﬁos a sofa bed into St. Joseph’s Church in Worcester,

ish’s council and five of his rep-
resentatives to continue the dialogue.

He said the group could meet July
15 and every two weeks thereafter to
“go in and settle our differences, as
church, within the church and without
the law.” :

Initial reaction to the proposal from
Ronald Fortin, chairman of the Save St.
Joseph’s Committee, was mixed.
“We're always willing to talk. This is a
surprise to me,” he said. “I'll believe it
when I get an invitation in the mail
and a definite date to meet. But I think
it'll turn out just like this.”

Worcester Superior Court Judge
James E. McHugh had ordered the
protesters out of the church June 3 and
told Bishop Harrington to protect the
church building and heat and ventilate
it to avoid excessive” deterioration
while the court battles continued. But
the eviction order was stayed several

.times and protesters were given a last

- chance to leave voluntarily June 23.
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The pope said he begged God that
““no more blood may be shed in El Sal-
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church was still mourning San Salva-
dor Archbishop Oscar Romero, mur-
dered in 1980, and Mexican Cardinal
Juan Jesus Posadas Ocampo, shot dead
in May in the Guadalajara, Mexico,
airport in what was reportedly an at-
tempt by one gang to assassinate a
prominent member of a rival mob.
Questions are still being raised about
that shooting. ' )
Reports said Bishop Ramos died en

route to a military hospital after he

Rivera Damas said. |

Meanwhile, Salvadoran church
leaders have called for an investigation
into the death of Bishop Ramos.

In his June 27 homily, Archbishop

In a statement June 27, the Salva-
doran bishops’ conference condemned
the killing of the bishop and called on
the government to take steps to guar-
antee public safety.

According to the Tutela Legal re-
port, insufficient police presence on the
highway is to blame for the high inci-
dence of crime in the area. The report
also criticizes what it calls “slowness
and negligence” on the part of the au-
thorities to begin the investigations.
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