
Family radiates wealth of blessings 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

Sometimes Route 14 between Watkins 
Glen and Geneva can seem a little long 
when I'm heading home at night after a 
long day. It's nearly 40 miles long, quite 
dark and can seem very lonely — and 
thaf s in good weather! 

Last night it didn't seem so long at all. 
Although the day had been quite full and I 
didn't leave Elmira until 10 p.m., I didn't 
feel tired at alL As a matter of fact, I felt 
lively and ready for the drive. 

I suppose that's because I was still excit­
ed by the experience of the evening and 
welcomed the opportunity afforded by the 
trip home to reflect on that experience. 

I had gone to Elmira to speak at the 1993 
'Distinguished Citizen Award Dinner spon­
sored by the Five Rivers Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America. It was an enjoyable 
event for many reasons, but what made it 
so special for me was the privilege of shar­
ing the meal with the guest of honor, John 
Gough, his wife, Ellie, and their family. 

You'll understand the difficulty of 
describing exactly why it was such a joy to 
be with them. You can't put magic in a bot­
tle or quantify happiness. You just know 
when they're flowing around you. And 
flowing they were around John and Ellie, 
their son, their three daughters and their 
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three sons-in-law. 
There was delight among them as friends 

of John shared their memories of him 
through the evening. Any joy was certainly 
there in the table conversation among them 
as we had dinner together. All were includ­
ed in the conversation. The humor was 
kind. Respect and affection were there qui­
etly, but in abundant quantity. 

Why such blessings? I don't know for 
sure. I have already mentioned respect, 
humor and affection. Surely they're all a 
part of it. I had a sense that faith is too. 
And a capacity to take delight in another. I 
guess I would add a sense of optimism 

about life and, surely/a strong awareness 
that the good gifts we receive from God are 
most truly ours when we share them with 
others. 

Finally, I mention a strong sense of sacri­
fice. Not because John or Ellie talked about 
that at all last night But because it's my 
conviction that such happiness as I 
observed last evening usually is born of 
sacrificial self-giving. 

Anyway, it was with such thoughts that 
the drive home was made last night. I am 
grateful to the Gough family, to the Five 
Rivers Council and to all present at the din­
ner for making it such a pleasant trip. 

Now if s a new day, June 22, the feast of 
John Fisher, patron saint of our local 
church. We have the final meeting of the 
year of our Presbyteral Council today. This 
evening the Class of '93 graduates from 
Aquinas Institute. It will be another day 
filled in some way with the gifts of a gra­
cious God. Every day is. Our happy call 
and capacity is to savor God's presence 
and gifts, to share them with others. 

This will be my last column until the 
August 5th edition of the Catholic Courier. 
Thanks so much for keeping in touch by 
reading Along the Way, and for your help­
ful comments. I do appreciate both kind­
nesses. 

Peace to all. 
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A new monthly calendar will appear in the Catholic Courier on the last Thursday of each month. 

^ PRAYER REQUEST FOR ̂ RIESTS 
**} WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY? 
N*yN Tie following prayer was dictated by Our Lord to Sister Josefa Menen lez at Poitiers, France, on the 
^T^ 7east of the Sacred Heart, June 3, 1921, with the instruction: ' 'Josefa! 1 epeat these words every day.'' 
£ — — " " — ™ JESUS PRAYER FOR HIS PRIESTS 

O Jesus, by Thy most loving Heart, I im­
plore Thee to inflame with zeal for Thy 
love and glory all the priests of the world, 
ail missionaries and those whose office it 
is to preach Thy word, that on fire with 
holy zeal, they may snatch souls from the 
devil and lead them into the shelter of 
Thy Heart, where for ever they may 
glorify Thee. 

Imprimatur: E. Morrogh Bernard, Vic. Gen. 
WestmonasterS, May'5, 1953 

Mass 
Rosary 
Fasting 
Day Offering 
Offering of Suffei 
Eucharistic Adoi 
Divine Mercy 

Or whatever the 
offer Him on be] 
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Look for next month's MPRP CALENDAR in the Catholic Courie's July 29th issue. 
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Music Camps for Children -* 

At Nazareth College J** 
Suzuki Pre-School 

for ages 3-6 
August 9-13 

10 a.m. - noon 

Electronic Keyboard 
for ages 7-12 
August 16-20 

10 a.m. - noon 

Designed to encourage enthusiasm for music, featuring 
improvisation, electronic keyboard lab, creative activities, and 

special guests. Fee: $90 per session. 

Call 442-4766 to register. 
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NEW LOCATION — NEW FIELDS 
Please note our New Location is on South Road between Union St. & Bowerman Road!! 

NORTHCHRJ 

480 Exit 4 
OPEN DAILY 8 to 8 

SUNDAY 8 TO 5 

ScoWvllto-^umfcKd Rd. (383) 

Call for picking conditions 

889-2050 
Try a Strawberry Shortcake or a 

Sundae made with our own berries 
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Pet the farm animals. 
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