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3 olumnists 

Howwoul 
By Rather Richard P. McBrien 
Syndicated columnist 

Many in the church dislike others 
judging them. 

They resent the media's dwelling 
on clergy's sins. 

They grow wearjrunder the weight 
of feminist criticisms. 

They recoil against theologians 
who call into question doctrine's con
ventional interpretations. 

They are perturbed by polls and • 
surveys that disclose gaps between 
the hierarchy and the rank-and-file. 

They wonder why things couldn't 
return to "normal" — the way they 
remember them (or imagine them to 
have been) in the placid 1950s when 
people tingled with excitement at the 
sight of cardinals in flowing robes 
processing up the middle aisle; when 
cops tipped their hats to priests and 
saluted bishops; and when women 
religious were secure behind convent 
walls by night and behind ample 
habits by day. 

If such a world ever existed, one 
has to accept the fact that if s gone, 
never to return. 

Even so, the new age of open criti
cism shouldn't be all that disturbing. 
People only criticize what they take 
seriously. That should be a slight 
comfort to the thin-skinned. 

Besides, the media, women's 
groups, theologians, and assorted 
laity aren't the final judge of what's 

Jesus judge us today? 
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NEW RELEASES BY 
REV. ALBERT J.M. SHAMON 

Firepower Through 
Confirmation 
At last, a multi-purpose 
teaching tool. 
Father Shamon's book can be used for 
RCIA classes and/or for confirmation 
classes for middle and high school 
students. It can serve both as a teacher's 
manual and a students' text. 
Father Shamon tackles sexual moral
ity, dissent, the nature of the Fruit of 
the Spirit and the Beatitudes. His an
swers are like bullets right on target. 
Firepower is an up-to-date presenta
tion of the Faith'in line with the new 
Universal Catechism. 
One teacher wrote: "The title, the cover 
illustration, the content - all make 
FIREPOWER an inspiring text for 
confirmation instruction . . . " 

The price is $3.95 (104 pages). 

Christopher 
Columbus - Forty Facts 
On the Quincentennial Anniversary 
(1992) of Christopher Columbus' dis
covery of America, there was a falsifi
cation of history and a flood of misin
formation on one whom Morrison 
called "the navigator supreme in his 
generation." 
Father Shamon's twenty-page booklet 
is a concise refutation of revisionist 
history and a forceful presentation of 
the life and achievement of Columbus. 
The booklet is in question and answer 
form, like a catechism. 
The footnoting will satisfy any histo
rian. 
This booklet can be an excellent tool for 
the Knights of Columbus to put into the 
hands of all high school students. 
The price is $2.00. In quantities of 50 
or more $1.00 (22 pages). 

FOR ORDERING 
IN FORMA TION CONTA CT: 

The Jacobs Press, Inc. 
77 Columbus Street, P.O. Box 580 

Auburn, New York 13021-0580 
Telephone: (315) 252-4861 
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in the church's rninis-
to represent Jesus to 

the community and to the world. 
But the question still has a point to 

it. It really means, "If we were to 
judge today's church by the standards 
that Jesus himself set for his original 
community of disciples, would the 
church pass or fail the test?" 

We could cite many passages in the 
New Testament from which we could 
draw pertinent criteria, but given the 
limitations of space, we shall focus 
here on the famous 23rd chapter of 
Matthew's GospeL 

Jesus was addressing the crowds 
and his disciples regarding the leader
ship of the Jewish religious communi
ty, the scribes and the Pharisees. 

He criticized them, first, because 
"they do not practice what they 
teach." They lay "heavy burdens on 
the shoulders of others; but they 
themselves are unwilling to lift a fin
ger to move them." 

They like to have "their deeds ... 
seen by others," and "love to have the 
place of honor at banquets and the 
best seats in the synagogues, and to 
be greeted with respect in the market
places, and to have people call them 
rabbi'" 

But Jesus was only getting wanned 
up. His words turned to rhetorical fire 
as he hurled a series of woe-to-you's 
at the religious establishment 

He called them "hypocrites" for 
locking people out of the kingdom of 
heaven, and for dwelling on the tiny 
requirements of the law while 

neglecting the "weightier matters of 
the law: justice, and mercy and faith." 

He dismissed them as "blind 
guides" who "strain out a gnat but 
swallow a camel!" 

They "clean the outside of the cup 
and of the plate, but inside they are 
full of greed and self-indulgence." 
They are like "white-washed tombs." 

They praise all the prophets, now 
safely dead, when, in fact, they would 
have murdered them if they had been 
alive at the time. Indeed, they are 
"descendants of those who murdered 
the prophets." 

Jesus' criticisms, in fact, were so 
pointed and so true to their mark that 
the leaders conspired to have him put 
to death. 

Throughout his public ministry — 
in his preaching, his teaching, espe
cially in parables, his healing, and his 
personal witness — Jesus made it 
unmistakably clear what true religion 
is all about. 

On the one hand, it is about love, 
compassion, understanding, kindness, 
mercy, justice, forbearance, forgive
ness, self-sacrifice, humility. 

On the other hand, it is not intoler
ant, self-righteous, vindictive, unfor
giving, unjust or deceitful. It does not 
rejoice over the misfortunes of others, 
does not shame and humiliate others, 
does not place rules and regulations 
above people's good. 

If indeed Jesus "came back" today, 
how would he judge us? 

We must teach 
consciences to 
considor anti-
Semitism, and all 
forms cf racism, as 
sins against God 
and humanity. J 

Pope John II 
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New York's own "My 
Tuition Buster's Service" 
7 Sources Guaranteed 

Call for Information 
Ask for Miles ; 

leave m e s s a g e on t h e 
answering machine & I'll 

return your call. 

BARTOLOMEO 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Peter W. Giullari. Jr. Philip P. Perotto Michael P. Perotto 

Personalized service in the community 
since 1922. 

1425 Lexington Avenue Rochester, NY 14606 

< conveniently located near 390 

(715) 254-5400 
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DOMINICAN SISTERS 
OFHAWTHORNE 
Colled to ieacb God's love 
and mercylby caring for the 
incurably tit. 
Our Sisters cm nefrom all walks of life. 
Prior nursing experience not required. 

• St: CONTACT: 
Rosary Hill Home 
Hawtborne, 
(914) 169 

Hew 
-4194 
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'. Marie Edward 
• 600 Linda Avenue 

York 10532 

Tour Graduation And Father's Day Headquarters 
Just Look At These Featured Gift Items! 

MUSIC 
Sandi Patti's Le Voyage 
Carman's Absolute Best 

Our Family 
Regularly $10.98 for Cassette 

and $14.98 for CD. 
Now on Sale for $ 9 . 3 9 Cassette 

and $ 1 3 . 3 9 C D . 
B O O K S 

God's Promises For Graduates 
Regularly $ 6 . 9 9 Now $ 3 . 9 7 

Don't Let The Jerks 
Get The Best of You 

Regularly $16 .99 Now $ 1 3 . 5 9 
Pack Up Your Gloomies 

Regularly $ 9 . 9 9 Now $ 7 . 9 9 
P l u s Many More Different A n d U n i q u e Gifts 
Irondequoit Mall (Near S e a r s O n 1 s t Floor) 

266-5370 
Catholic Courier 


