
Meetings speak to universality of church 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

I write this Monday morning at the kitchen 
table of my mother's home in Waterford. I 
drove over last evening for a meeting today of 
the bishops of the eight dioceses of New York 
state. We'll meet for most of the day, doing the 
business of the New York State Catholic Con
ference. 

In the evening we'll gather with many oth
ers for a dinner in honor of J. Alan Davitt, who 
for many years was executive director of the 
conference. There will be people there tonight 
from all over the state. Alan's career is long 
and distinguished; he is also a much beloved 
gentleman. 

This will be a week full of travel. I'll be dri
ving back to Rochester after the dinner 
tonight. Tomorrow will be business as usual, 
but on Wednesday morning I'll be leaving for 
New Orleans for the spring meeting of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. I'll 
be returning from that next Sunday. The agen
da for New Orleans will be a full one. Among 
the items of practical pastoral interest will be 
some work on the sacrament of confirmation 
and a session on the new catechism. We'll also 
be participating in a celebration marking the 
300th anniversary of the church in that region. 

Meetings of the NCCB and the NYSCC are 
both practical, concrete expressions of a theo
logical truth about the office of bishop — and 
more importantly about the nature of the 

LONG THE WAY 

church. That truth is that the church is a com
munion of life whose individual communities 
must maintain lively relationships with the 
other communities in the larger communion. 
To be catholic is to be relational, inclusive, con
cerned for the other. We belong, we partici
pate, we contribute because if s part of our 
responsibilities as Catholics. 

In recognition of this truth about Catholic 
life, a bishop is ordained not only for the pas
toral service of a particular community, but 
also to share with the college of bishops a pas
toral concern for all the churches. In some
what similar fashion, a pastor is appointed for 
the pastoral care of particular parish. But he 

exercises that ministry well only when he 
shares with the bishop a concern for all of the 
parishes that are part of the local church. 

For that reason — and others—a good pas
tor seeks to link communities for appropriate, 
common purposes. He works for the develop
ment of strong parish personality and identity, 
but resists anything that isolates or leaves the 
parish hostile to the wider community of faith. 

One of the benefits I most enjoy from such 
meetings is the opportunity they provide to 
learn about and from the experiences of other 
local churches. Often enough I come home 
with ideas that are of practical help in dealing 
with our local concerns. But even when that's 
not the case, I always return with the convic
tion that we are dealing with the issues of sub
stance and that we're doing so in a reasonable 
fashion. 

By the time you need these words, our ses
sion in New Orleans will be in progress. 
Please pray that the Lord will bless our work 
and help us to be good pastors. You can be 
sure that I remember you frequently and fond
ly when I am away at such meetings. I will be 
praying for you especially at the liturgy mark
ing the 300th anniversary of the church in 
New Orleans. I would do that under any cir
cumstances, but I'll be especially mindful of 
you as we anticipate the celebration of our 
125th anniversary at the conclusion of our 
Synod in October. 

Peace to all 
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BRIAN C. BUETTNER 
Attorney at Law 

Wide range of lejgal services including: 
• Wills/Probatfe 
• Family Law 
• BankruptcjuChapters 7 & 13 
• Criminal/DWI 
• Real Estate 

410 Reynolds Arcafc 
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Barbara Flores grew up in Dangriga, a town in southern 
Belize, Central America. The mission
ary Sisters serving there wry much im
pressed her — so much so that she de
cided to serve Christ as a "Sister." 

Belizean Sister 
Barbara Flores 

Today, Sister Barbara is in 
echetical 
pro
grams in 
Belize 

charge of cat-

Belizean Sister Francine Vasquez 
at Mercy Kitchen 

City. Impressing her now 
are the city's religion 
teachers. "They have so 
little Xo work with but they 
are so committed to their 
faith," she noted. 
Another native Belizean Sister is Francine Vasquez, who 
runs Mercy Kitchen, also in Belize City. Thers, every day, 
100 elderly men and women are fed a hot breikfast and a 
main meal. The Kitchen opened in 1986 to sej-ve the city's 
elderly poor, Sister Francine explained. 
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I OUR OF ST. A W 
Ju ly 23-27 , 1 9 9 3 

Visiting Montreal, 3 Rivers, 
Quebec City, and one Thousand 

Islands Dinner Cruise, 
Professionally Escorted in 
Montreal and Quebec City. 
All Inclusive. Call for Info. 

VILLA ROMA R E S O R T & 
COUNTRY CLUB 

3 Day Wknd • 10/22-10/24/93 
All inclusive. Call for Info. 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
IN PHILADELPHIA 

Sept. 4-6, 1993. Call for details. 

MISS SAIGON 
August 21 , 1993. Toronto. 

£120 pp All inclusive. Call for info. 

I I K i l l ( L A S S I O I K S 
Sal Orsi • (716) 247-9032 

For Father's Day. 
Remember 
Dad with 
a unique 
card &gif] 
from: 

COLONY CARLV&T 
GIFT SHOPPE 

840 Merchants Rd. 
654-9860 

CELEBRATE WITH US! 

Join us in celebrating two joyous events in the life of 
the local church — the culmination of the Seventh 
Diocesan Synod and the 125"1 anniversary of 
the founding of the Diocese of Rochester. 

In conjunction with the diocesan Office of the Synod, 
the Catholic Courier will present two commemorative 
publications: a special synod/anniversary issue of the 
Courier and a keepsake program for the 125* Anniver
sary Mass. 

The Catholic Courier's special edition — to be pub
lished September 30,1993 — will be distributed by mail to nearly 49,000 sub
scribers and to an additional 1,200 delegates to the General Synod. It will con
tain articles on various aspects of diocesan history, the agenda for the General 
Synod, and analyses of the recommendations on which delegates will be 
asked to vote. 

The keepsake booklet will serve as a program for the Anniversary Liturgy, 
which will be celebrated at the Monroe County War Memorial at the close of 
the General Synod on Sunday, October 3,1993, before a gathering of approxi
mately 5,000 members of the diocese and church dignitaries. 

Your organization can participate in the festivities — and help support the 
Diocesan Synod — by placing a congratulatory advertisement in these two spe
cial publications (a portion of the proceeds will help underwrite costs of the 
General Synod). 

To place your ad in these special commemorative publications call Kathy 
Welsh or Bernie Puglisi at (716)328-4340. 

Advertising deadline is Friday, July 23,1993. 
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