Events point to diocesan ‘personality’

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

As 1 indicated to you in last week's col-
umn, this past weekend was an especial-
ly busy one in our local church. I enjoyed
every single moment of it, and welcome
this open Monday evening as a chance to
remember it all, to think more about each
beautiful event and to locate them all in
the context of our unfolding life.

I won't revisit those events in a specific
way here, but I do want to mention in
brief fashion some of the qualities and

. _characteristics I noted in all of the events
and I believe can be used fairly to
describe the personality of our local
church. I would name the following:

1) A spirit of optimism: We all know
that we are not carefree, that many
among us face severe challenges in life.
And we know that we, as a community
of faith, often deal with issues on which
we hold diverse and strong opinions. But
I am always pleased — indeed, I judge it
a sign of health — that we have such dis-
cussions. ,

And it is especially gratifying when, as
happened all over our diocese this week-

end, we can gather to rejoice in the loving

gifts of God who calls us to a deep and
honest unity. I find the people of this dio-
cese always open to that call.
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2) A sense of the common good: I sup-
pose we all can get stuck in our own per-
sonal agendas. I know that I can. By that,

I mean so locking in on what’s important

to me that I lose openness to the truth
others may have to offer. I know I have
no corner on that market.
But I do think that the great majority of
e peopleé of our diocese realize deep in
eir bones that to be Catholic means
mehow to belong to and to care deeply
bout the rest of the community — their
deas, their joys, their pains and sorrows,
eir needs.
3) A creative spirit: It's not at all

unusual, as you know, that friends from
other local churches come here to enrich
our lives by offering conferences, retreats,
workshops and the like. I notice that they
often express some surprise at the vitality
and dynamism of our community. _

To them, the prospect of coming to this
part of the country often means coming
to a less-than-creative, play-it-by-the-
book region. But when they have experi-
enced you, they express great happiness
at having had the opportunity. They find
you forward-looking, unafraid of chal-
lenges and quite resourceful in facing the
issues of the day. I think they are correct.

I certainly think that creativity, a spirit
of optimism and concern have been hall-
marks to date of our Synod process; I
trust that they will remain so as we come
ever closer to the first weekend in Octo-
ber when our Synod gathers in plenary
session. ‘

Our journey of faith together will con-
tinue to hold difficult moments for us,
but the experience of this past weekend
reinforces in me the sense that the Holy
Spirit has endowed us richly — not sim-
ply to endure whatever trials we may
experience, but also to discover new life
in our honest attempt to meet whatever
comes in faith and charity.

Peace to all.
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Firepower Through
Confirmation
At last, a multi-purpose
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teaching tool. Offices: 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, FOR DAD! .
Father Shamon’s book can be used for Néelﬁ%tggaz ge paid at Roch- ® Handcrafted Wooden Loon
RCIA classes and/or for confirmation ester, NY. :

classes for middle and high school
students. It canserve both asateacher’s
manual and a students’ text,
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Father Shamon tackles sexual moral- O ———
r“We're Not A

ity, dissent, the nature of the Fruit of
‘the Spirit and the Beatitudes. His an-
swers are like bullets right on target.

Firepower is an up-to-date presenta-
tion of the Faith in line with the new
Universal Catechism.

Oneteacher wrote: “Thetitle, the cover
illustration, the content — all make

FIREPOWER an inspiring text for
confirmation instruction .. .”

i
The price is $3.95 (104 pages). 1

Christopher
Columbus - Forty Facts

On the Quincentennial Anniversary
(1992) of Christopher Columbus’ dis-
covery of America, there was a falsifi-
cation of history apd a flood of misin-
formation on one whom Morrison
called “the navigator supreme in his
generation.”

Father Shamon’s twenty-page booklet
is a concise refutation of revisionist
history and a forceful presentation of
the life and achievement of Columbus.
The booklet is in question and answer
form, like a catechism.

The foomoting will satisfy any histo-
rian.

Thisbooklet can be anexcellent tool for
the Knights of Columbus to put into the
hands of all high school students.

The price is $2.00. In quantities of 50
or more $1.00 (22 pages).

Triple Price:

Double Price:

* Full Se:

Lunch ¢« Dinner
vice Catering
Thurs 11-9 i Fri & Sat 11-10

$3150 per person, inside cabin

$300 per person deposit tojreserve triple or quad. $200
per person deposit to
Friday, July 9th, 1993. ZnP
due Nov. 15, 1993. Price
Rochester to Venice where
tax and international tax.{ Passport Required. Travel
Arrangements handled throi

erson, outside cabin

CRUISE THE
MEDITERRANEAN

trson, inside cabin
grson, outside cabin

rson, inside cabin
rson, outside cabin

Tve double. Deposits due
deposit of $500 per person
chides round trip air from

pick up cruise ship, port

gh Caito Travel Bureau.

For More

FOR ORDERING
INFORMATION CONTACT:
The Jacobs Press, Inc.

77 Columbus Street, P.O. Box 580
Auburn, New York 13021-0580
Telephone: (315) 2524861
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and Canada Geese Accessories

¢ Civil War Antiques Prints &
Memorabilia

® Rustic Bird Houses

ue Tools & Woodenware
T e e
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® Lovely Crystal at Affordable Prices
* Country Home Accessories

® Victoriana
® Bride’s Cookbook

5346 W. Ridge Rd. at Trimmer Rd., Spencerport NY (% mi. W. of Re. 259,
Just past Doll Shop). Open daily 10am-5pm, Sun 1-5pm (716) 352.9600

Mr. Dominic’s
On The Lake

4699 Lake Ave., Rochester, N.Y.
865-4630

CATERING FOR YOUR
EVERY NEED

Lunch Delivery Daily

Call us for your company
picnics this summer

Pop-open Hot Salads
(Red, White) {Potato, Macaroni)
Italian Sausage Baked Beans
Hamburg

$6.50 per person (min. 50 people)

Call for other prices for your
picnic or clam bake .
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