
V 'ocal news 

Fisher professor says 
brother wrongly fired 
By Mike Latona 
Staff writer 

ROCHESTER — Driving his points 
home with a booming voice, author 
and professor Lou Buttino gave a stir
ring synopsis of his new book's subject 
matter during a St. John Fisher College 
Alumni luncheon last Wednesday, 
May 12, at the Riverside Convention 
Center, 123 E. Main St. 

The book's theme is unprecedented, 
since it deals with the first openly ho
mosexual person ever to be fired by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

The issue is also intensely personal 
since that person happens to be But
tino's brother. 

A Special Agent: Gay and Inside the 
FBI, published by William Morrow 
and Company, is due out June 1 at 
bookstores nationwide. With his 
brother's literary assistance, the 
48-year-old Frank Buttino, who now 
resides in San Diego, Calif., is bringing 
his. plight to the public. 

Lou Buttino, 49, who has won nu
merous writing awards while also 
serving for 18 years as a journalism 
professor at St. John Fisher College, 
emphasized his latest project's per
sonal significance when he told the 
audience that this "was the most pro
foundly moving experience of my 
life." 

The lecture served two purposes: to 
chronicle Frank Buttino's life up to the 
present, and to give Lou Buttino, who 
is heterosexual, a forum to air his criti
cisms on the FBI's policies and this 
country's harsh treatment of homosex
uals. 

Lou Buttino painted a picture oi his 
brother as a tenacious high-school 
football player in their home town of 
Canastota, N.Y., located near Syracuse. 
Yet even though Frank "dated the 
prettiest girls," Lou "sensed a certain 
reservedness about him." 

Frank went on to become an FBI 
agent in the late 1960s, excelling in his 

Work. "His ratings were never less 
than excellent or superior," said Lou. 

As years went by, Frank became 
more accepting of his sexual identity 
and practiced a discreetly gay lifestyle. 

In 1989, Lou asserted, "the FBI tried 
to harass and humiliate my brother 
into resigning" when the bureau be
came aware of Frank's homosexuality. 
Frank was fired in the fall of that year. 

Rather than take his firing quietly, 
Frank has chosen to fight for his rein
statement. The trial is scheduled to be
gin Sept. 13 in U.S. Federal District 
Court in San Francisco. 

Frank Buttino was the person who 
came up with the idea to utilize his 
brother's writing talents and raise pub
lic awareness of his situation, the Fi
sher professor said. They began colla
borating on the book in 1990. 

To publicize the book's release, 
Frank Buttino will make an appear
ance in Rochester June 18-20, as part of 
a 10-city tour. In addition, Lou Buttino 
told the Catholic Courier that his 
brother is scheduled to appear on 
Larry King's television and radio 
shows as well as Joan Rivers' talk 
show. 

On the negative end, the journalism 
professor noted that he and his brother 
are facing the reality of potential 
threats from anti-gay groups. 

Lou Buttino concluded his luncheon 
remarks by making a plea for greater 
compassion toward homosexuals. 

"I want to know why we marvel at 
the infinite diversity of the world, but 
cannot accept diversity in the human 
family," he commented. , , - „ • . . , 

Then, breaking into tears,^rie""said,"' 
"Frank Buttino is not only my brother, 
he's your brother. And he belongs at. 
the supper table of humanity." • 

• • • 
EDITORS' NOTE: Lou Buttino's May 

11 speech mil be broadcast on WXXJ 
AM-1370 Radio in early June at a date yet 
to be determined. Call 716/325-7500 pr 
details. 
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Earn extra money — 
and help celebrate the 

diocese's 125th anniversary! 
The Catholic Courier is looking for people to sell advertising — on a 

freelance basis.— for a special edition commemorating the Diocese of 
Rochester's 125th anniversary. The edition will be published on Sept. 
30, 1993 

This is an ideal opportunity for homemakers, teachers, part-time 
workers, retirees and anyone who would like to put his or her spare 
time to work. We especially need people in the Finger Lakes and 
Southern Tier. 

For information, call Bernie Puglisi at (716) 328*4340. 

Mourning little victims 

S. Johrt Wltkln/Staff photographer • 

• ' . i t ' ©rotmd broken for rose garden 
Francis Rudolph wipes away a tear during a groundbreaking ceremony 
for the Children's Memorial Rose Garden at Rochester's Hall of Justice 
May 10. The garden will contain one rose bush for each of the children 
slain in the Rochester community since 1980. The event was organized 
by Nazareth College of Rochester in cooperation with the Office of the 
Monroe County Executive, the Office of the Mayor of Rochester, the Ro
chester Police Department, and Audrey Smith, founder and president of 
Families and Friends of Murdered Children. 

Pro-life 
Continued from page 3 
which limits federal funding for abor
tion through the Medicaid program. 

FOCA is currently stalled because 
Speaker of the House Thomas Foley 
(D-Wash.) has said the he will not 
release the bill to the floor unless 
amendments are prohibited and debate 
limited. 

But even some of Congress' pro-
choice members are not comfortable 
with such limitations, Alvare said, be
cause the proposed legislation would 
prohibit states from enacting any regu
lations concerning abortion — such as 
parental notification, 24-hour waiting 
periods or prohibiting abortion for 
gender selection. 

"I think that if pro-life people con
tinue to do their work and educate 
their (congressional representatives), 

BRIAN C, BUETTNER 
Attorney at Law 

Wide range of legal services including: 
• Wills/Probate 
• Family Law 
• Bankruptcy, Chapters 7 & 13 
• Criminal/DWI 
• Real Estate 

and if (Congressman) Foley keeps his 
word, I think we'll prevent it from ever 
being voted on," she said. "I think our 
chances are fair to good, if we work our 
tails off." 

As for the Hyde Amendment, Alvare' 
said that the attempt to repeal the 1976 
law will serve as an indicator of what 
will be contained in President Bill Clin
ton's health care plan. 

Strong resistance to repealing the 
amendment could force the president 
to eliminate abortion provisions from 
the plan. If the health care plan does 
contain abortion provisions, the Catho
lic Church — and its network of hospi
tals—will oppose it. 

In addition to focusing their atten
tion on FOCA and the Hyde Amend
ment at this time, the U.S. bishop are 
waiting to see the exact nature of the 
Clinton administration's health care 
plan before they decide whether or not 
to support it, Alvare" said. 

PILGRIMAGES 

Ste. Anne 
de Beaupre 

Quebec, Canada 
THURS. AUGUST 19 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 
Visting 4 Shrines: 

St. Josephs Oratory, Notre 
Dame, St Anne's, and Shrine 

of Kateri Takakwitha. 
CALL FOR INFORMATION 
Bob Dasch (716) 247-8052 

4 Catholic Courier -


