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The Calling of Samuel 

Hannah, the wife of El-
kanah, was in the temple 
crying. 

"Dear God," she 
prayed, "My husband and I have no 
children. Look down on our loneli­
ness and remember our faithfulness 
to you. If you give me a son, I will 
dedicate him to you for all his life." 

Eli, one of the priests, had been 
watching Hannah. He could see that 
she was crying and her lips were 
moving, but no sound was coming 
out of her mouth. He walked over to 
her. , 

"Young lady," he said, "you 
should not be getting drunk and act­
ing in this way." 

Hannah wiped the tears from her 
eyes. "I have not had anything to 
drink. I have been pleading with 
God to bless my marriage with chil­
dren." 

Eli placed his hand on Hannah's 
shoulder and smiled. "Go in peace, 
child, and may the God of Israel 
grant the desires of your heart." 

"May this servant of the Lord find 
favor in your eyes," replied Hannah 
as she stood up. She hugged Eli and 
returned home. 

Within a year Hannah gave birth 
to a son. She named him Samuel, 
which means, "promised of God." 

When Samuel was barely able to 
walk, Hannah brought him to Eli at 
the temple and said, "I am the 
woman who prayed here for a child, 
and God sent me this beautiful boy. 
Now I am giving him up for the 
Lord's service, as I promised." 

"May the Lord give you children 
to take the place of the one you have 
given to him," said Eli. 
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Give me the wisdom- to recog­
nize your voice when U is speak­
ing to me, and the strength to fol­
low your commandments eac% 
dag. -*-

"Surety Godismy Sajvationj 
I will trust and not be afraid. 
Hie tonl i&jn^toengl!utfn& 
my song; he^hai become my 
salvation.* _ * *% 
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~ "A wise man's heart ̂ guides 
his mouth and his words -are. 
persuasive," 

Proverbsl&23, 

Illustrations by Kathy Welsh 

While Samuel spent his childhood 
studying to be a priest in the temple, 
Hannah bore three more sons and 
two daughters. Hannah visited Sa­
muel often, and every year on his 
birthday she would bring him new 
clothes that she had made for him. 

One night when Samuel was alone 
in the temple praying, he heard 
someone's voice. 

"Samuel, Samuel" 
The boy ran into Eli's room, where 

he found the priest sleeping. 
"Here I am, Eli Did you call me?" 
"I did not call you," answered Eli 

"It is late now, so get ready for bed." 
Samuel went into his own room 

and again he heard the voice. 
"Samuel, SamueL" 
Again Samuel ran into Eli's room. 
"Did you call me this time, Eli?" 

asked SamueL 

Scrambled -

Unscramble the word list 
to find prophets whose 
books are found in the Old 
Testament. Answers on 
pageM 

1 eealke 
2.saauh 
3 ohe 

4.hanoj 

5 mdlea 
6 jnnaeoh 

7 xnuriha 
8 gahiag 

9 chaun 

10 smoa 

"I did not call you," insisted Eli. 
"Now please go to sleep." 

Samuel went to bed confused. Who 
could be calling him? There was no 
one else in the temple. Then the voice 
called Samuel a third time, and a 
third time Samuel woke Eli. / 

"Eli," asked SamueL "why do you 
keep calling me and denying it?" 

Eli realized what was happening. 
"Go back to your room. If you hear 
the voice again, say this, 'Speak, 
Lord, your servant is listening.'" 

And God spoke to SamueL "Sa­
muel, I am about to perform a mira­
cle in Israel that will astound every­
one who hears of it." 

In the morning Samuel told Eli of 
his vision. "Let the Lord do what is 
good in his sight," said Eli 

As Samuel grew up, everyone 
from one end of Israel to the other 
recognized Samuel as a prophet of 
God. 

Read more about it 1 Samuel 1-3 

1. Why did Hannah name her son 
Samuel? 

2. Do you know why your par­
ents gave you the name they did? 

3. What are some of the duties of 
a priest in today's church? 

Shiloh 1100 BC — Last 
week in the temple, Samuel 
of Ephrairn, a boy studying 
to be a priest, claims to have 
heard the voice of God. 

Eli, the head priest, re­
ports that the boy heard the 
voice three times and 
thought it was he who had 
called him. The priest says 
he told Samuel to ask if it 
was God calling hint. 

Witnesses say that since 
the incident the boy has 
spoken with knowledge 
beyond his age. Some argue 
this is evidence of a visit 
from God. News of the 
child/teacher is spreading! 
throughout the region. 1 

Hannah, Samue l ' s^ 
mother, says she is not sur­
prised by this recent de­
velopment, because she 
claims to have turned the 
boy over to the Lord's ser­
vice before he was three 
years old. He has been stu­
dying with Eli for the past 
nine years. 

Rumors have been circu­
lating that the boy may be 
the Messiah promised by 
Moses. Eli and the boy's 
mother deny these reports. 
Samuel was unavailable for 
comment 

April Essay Winner 
Congratulations to Victoria Rook, a fifth-grade student at Christ the 

Kong School m Rochester She is the winner of a $50 Savings Bond for 
the best essay in the April Kids' Club Contest Her essay is reprinted 
below 

April Essay Question What ate some of the small miracles that 
occur in your life each day? 

Getting up every morning to a brand new day is a miracle to me If s 
especially a miracle to enter the days of spring after all these months. 
The sun has nsen, the birds are chirping, and the children are outside 
playing. It is race to go outside to feel the warmth of the sun and the 
codhreezeatowing. Ienjoy thesmell of the fresh grass, tfe beautiful 
pine trees, and all the flowers. Tl» biggest nuracle of all is to wake up 
in a house with It who^^unily that carer aridloyes me and ahvays 
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Win a $50 Savings Bond!!! 
Samuel went to Eli to talk about the important things in his 

ife. Who do you talk to, and why? 
Write an answer of 100 or fewer words. Include your name, 

[ home address, telephone number, school and grade. The winner 
im a $50 US. Savings Bond. The winner will be notified by 
•.The essay will be printed in an upturning edition of Kids' 
vie. Send your entry to: Catholic Courier, 1150 Buffalo Road, 
ster,N.Y. 14624. 
! deadline for essays is May 27,1993. 
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THANKS TO OUR SAVINGS BOND DONOR: 
651 Plymouth Ave. IT., Rochester. NT 14608 

(716) 846-1740 
QnaHtjr Sausage and Meat Products Since 1880 

THE 
AQUINAS INSTITUTE 

A Tradition of Excellence 

(716)254-2020 
1127 Dewey Ave.. Rochester 14613 

Our Kids' Chronicle is sponsored in part by the following Catholic High Schools 
BISHOP 

KEARNEY \ 
HIGH SCHOOL 
"An Education 

For Life." .js 
342-4000 

125 Kings Hwy. S. Roche 
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DeSaJeK Regional 
High, School 

In our 80th year of providing quality 
Catholic Education to young f^^ 
adults in the Finger Lakes. ©SiMi 

315-789-5111 ^0* 
H Puttney Street, Geneva, 14456 

HIGH 1 1 

Designated as art '̂BtempUry School" 
by the U.S. Dcpt of Education 

1800 S. ClinueV&c. Recti. 14618 
(716)4^3-1130 

MASAREIH SCHOOLS 
The Holl—The Academy 

A Tradition You Can Trust 

458-8583 
450-3766 

~ffin •y-Educating Todm/'t Young 
Yiormn tor Tomorrow'* World 

Our Lady of Mercy H.S. 
1437 Blossom Rd., Roch. 14610 
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