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By Father Richard P. McBrlen 
Syndicated columnist 

In traditional Catholic piety the 
months of May and October have had 
a special Marian significance. Many 
older Catholics will remember, for 
example, the annual May processions 
that ended with the crowning of a 
statue of the Blessed Virgin. 

Although Mary remains "a most 
excellent exemplar of the Church in 
the order of faith, charily and perfect 
union with Christ,* Pope Paul VI 
wrote in Maridis Cultus (1974), the. 
world and the church have changed 
dramatically since many of our tradi
tional Marian devotions were first 
developed. 

"Certain practices of piety that not 
long ago seemed suitable for express
ing the religious sentiment of individ
uals and of Christian communities,'' 
he pointed out, "seem today inade
quate or unsuitable because they are 
linked with social and cultural pat
terns of the past" 

The apostolic exhortation Marialis 
Cultus was written to offer guidelines 
"for the right ordering and develop
ment" of Marian devotion — guide
lines drawn, from Scripture, liturgy, 
ecumenism, and anthropology. After 
some 19 years they're still pertinent 

Every form of worship, including 
Marian devotions, should have a bib
lical imprint The texts of prayers and 
songs should draw their inspiration 
and their wording from the Bible and 
above all they should be "imbued 
with the great themes of the Christian 
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message. 
This means that Marian devotions 

must be free of pious sentimentality, 
and they should not distort the 
redemption s true meaning. 

In the past for example, Christ was 
often portrayed in popular piety as e 
remote and even severe figure, too far 
above us to approach with confidence 
and without fear. Therefore, we went 
to Mary to receive the mercy and 
compassion we dared not expect from 
the Lord 

Marian devotions should always 
harmonize with the liturgy, not be 
mixed in some hybrid form. Specifi
cally, novenas and similar practices of 
piety are not to be inserted into the 
Eucharisfs very celebration. 

"This created the danger," Paul VI 
declared, "that the Lord's Memorial 

Rite, instead of being the culmination 
of the meeting of the Christian com
munity, becomes the occasion, as it 
were, for devotional practices." 

The pope included the rosary in his 
admonition. He made it clear ithat "it 
is a mistake to recite the rosary during 
the celebration of the liturgy, though 
unfortunately this practice still per
sists here and there." 

Some readers may remember the 
time, before Vatican JJ, when the 
rosary was actually recited aloud and 
m unison during the weekday Masses 
in October. 

Because of our new appreciation of 
the church's wider ecumenical scope 
and our eagerness to re-establish 
Christian unity, "every care should be 
taken," the pope continued, "to avoid 
any exaggeration which could mis
lead other Christian brethren about 
the true doctrine of the Catholic 
Church." 

Specifically, our non-Catholic 
brothers and sisters should never 
have any reason to doubt that in our 
Catholic devotions to Mary, Christ 
always remains our "sole Mediator" 
with God. 

"Devotion to the Blessed Virgin," 
the pope declared, "must also pay 
dose attention to certain findings of 
the human sciences." This fourth 
guideline may be the document's 
most significant and timely measure. 

"The picture of the Blessed Virgin 
presented in a certain type of devo
tional literature cannot easily be rec
onciled with today's life style, espe
cially with the way women live today. 

"In the home, women's equality 
and coresponsibility with man in the 
running of the family are being justly 
recognized by laws and die evolution 
of customs. , . 

"In the sphere of politics women 
have in many countries gained a posi
tion in public life equal to that of men. 

"In the social field women are at 
work in a whole range of different 
employments, getting further away 
every day from the restricted sur
roundings of the home. 

I n the cultural field new possibili
ties are opening up for women in sci
entific and intellectual activities." 

Mary's image in too much popular 
piety is at odds with this modern real
ity, and so Marian devotion is in 
decline. But that image is not accurate, 
the pope insisted 

Mary was a true disciple. When she 
heard the Word of God, she acted 
upon it. She was "far from being a 
timidly submissive women or one 
whose piety was repellent to others." 

On the contrary, "she was a woman 
who did not hesitate to proclaim, that 
God vindicates the humble and the 
oppressed, and removed the powerful 
people of this world from their privi
leged positions" (Luke 151-53). 

Only when Marian piety is liberat
ed from what the pope called a "ster
ile and ephemeral sentimentality," can 
there be any real hope for a renewal of 
Marian devotion in our time. 

The current unhealthy obsession 
with apparitions, "messages," and 
weeping statues will not bring that 
renewal about 
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Call 723-8760 
Personalized to meet your needs: 

• Companionship 
• Senior sitting • Respite Care 
• Shopping • Transportation 

mc tl • Meal Prep • Light Cleaning 

^ ^ f e / ^ ^ N i o R S Reasonable Rates! 
1100 Long Pond Rd Fully Insured. Bonded 
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Graduation '93 
To recognize the achievements of seniors at both public and Catholic 

high schools throughout the Diocese of Rochester, the Catholic Courier 
will present a special Graduation '93 supplement in its issue of June 10. 

This annual section includes feature articles, listings of graduating 
seniors, information on commencement exercises, and photographs of class 

valedictorians and salutatorians. 
This annual supplement has long 

been among our most popular, and 
local companies and 

organizations should find 
it an ideal opportunity 

to promote their 
enterprises while 
applauding the 
scholastic efforts of 

diocesan youths. 
To place an 

advertisement in 
Graduation '93 , call: 

(716) 328-4340 

% -CATHOLIC 
COURIER 

1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, New York 14624 

Advertising Deadline: Special Rate: Publication Date: 
May 28 '18.25/col. in. June 10 

ROMANTIC ITALY 
July 15-29,1993 

Visiting Genoa, San Remo, Nice, Monte 
Carlo, Pisa, Florence, Assisi, Some 
(private audience w/Pope John Paul), 

Tivoli, Pompei, Sorrento, Capri, Messina, 
Taormina, Agrigento, Cefalu & Palermo. 

Professionally escorted. 
»2677ppdo. Call for info. 

MISS SAIGON 
TORONTO 

August 21/93 - $120 includes all 
VILLA ROMA 

October 22-24,1993 
All Inclusive 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND IN 
PHILADELPHIA 

Sept. 4-6,1993 Call for details 
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BARTOLOMEO 
FUNERAL HOME, INC, 

'•i'!ISImri l in 

Peter W. Giullari. Jr. Philip P. Perotto Michael P. Perono 

Personalized service in the community 
since 1922. 

1425 Lexington Avenue Rochester. NY 14606 

conveniently located near 390 

(715) 254-5400 

f CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGES f 
-AU Accompanied by Priest as Chaplain ~ 

The 'HOLY FATHER' visits 
the USA! Denver, CO 
FEAST OF ASSUMPTION 

'Group' Airfare R/T 
From BUFFALO 

Aug. 12-16 • $392 p.p. 
* 4 nights Hotel, Breakfast, Papal Events, 

Mother Cabrini Shrine, Transfers -
add $310 p.p. 

• BOOK NOW • 
TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT! 

Hoiyland, Egypt, Greece, 
Fatima, Lourdes, Paris, Rome, 

Assisi, Guadalupe, Ireland 
& More! (Weekly) 
#1 to Madjugorja 

(Monthly) 
WANTED: 

Priests & Laity to Organize Own 
Groups for FREE Ticket ' 

- Just 8 Pi lgrims or More! -

SPECIAL INTEREST PttRMKES: 

'Eucharistic Contrast' -.Seville 
J ine ' /M $1945 

'Padre Pie 25/7Stt knttmuf 
Sept. 10/27- $1968 

'Queen of Peace Ministry' 
(7141963-1432 (Dind Una) 

or 1-8M-321-MARY ,*u itaNna) 
to FREE Brochvn and/or LBM* Ifeaagt 
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