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Author provides insights into Paul

Study offers fine fare

for the serious reader

Galatians, (Vol. 9: Sacra Pagina Ser-
ies), by Frank. J. Matera; Michael Gla-
zier Books (Collegeville, Minn., 1992);
xiv, 252 pages; $24.95.

_ By Father Sebastian A. Falcone
Guest contributor

The preface to this advanced-level

commentary poses two questions,

® Has the time spent in writing
this book been fruitless?;

. . ® Will this work prove helpful to
the faith community?

This reviewer found himself ques-
tioning the author’s doubts or dis-
claimer halfway through the 36-page
Introduction.

Here is a remarkable achievement,
from at least three perspectives.

Galatians moves beyond Frank J.
Matera's three earlier books on: Jesus’
kingship (in Mark 15); the specific
theology in each Gospel account of the
Passion; and contemporary studies in

" the Gospel of Mark.

This work ranks among the better
full-length commentaries written in
English (though based on the original
language) in the last 25 years.

Galatians sustains the high-caliber
contribution of the other three com-
mentaries appearing to date in this ser-
ies (namely, Matthew, Luke, and Acts).

The Sacra Pagina Series of New Tes-
tament commentaries adopts a five-
part layout: an Introduction (with
bibliography); a fresh translation; a
b own of individual text-sections,
each with its own explanatory Notes;
and a corresponding Interpretation.

. since over the centuries the New Tes-

(Readers familiar with the Anchor Bi-
ble commentaries will note the inver-
sion of the last two features.)

Matera begins his analysis with a
careful study of the text tradition,

tament copyists have given us differ-
ent readings.

The Notes explore the “flow” of the
apostle’s thought, while the Interpre-
tation summarizes the apostle’s over-
all theology up to that point.

Throughout the book, Matera fo-
cuses on “the rhetorical dimension” of
Galatians. Hence the reader is con-
sistently given insights into Paul’s in-
tent regarding the issue at hand.

The commentary follows three basic
premises.

Matera challenges “mirror reading’”
— the tendency of many interpreters
to read Paul’s statement as direct re-
buttal to charges supposedly circulat-
ing in the communities.

Matera steers clear of a naive fun-
damentalism and a radical criticism.
Sometimes this works to a disadvan-
tage. For instance, in the debate about
the exact nature of Paul’s experience
on the Damascus Road, Matera adopts
the non-committal phrase, conver-
sion/call (an awkward expression, by
his own admission, and one which
points to indecision).

Matera accepts seven genuine let-
ters: Galatians, First Thessalonians,
First and Second Corinthians, Romans,
Philemon, and Philippians.

The translation is good and con-
sistently clear. An explanation for the
translation is given whenever the au- -
thor feels it’s necessary.

Several negative remarks seem

called for here, however.

One reads on page 2 that “there will
probably never be a consensus about
the identity of the agitators” in Gala-
tia. Three pages later, however, one
reads: ““To summarize, there is a gen-
eral consensus that the agitators were
Jewish Christians from Judea.”

The commentator argues, rightly, on
page 120 that “to hang on a tree”
(Deut. 21:23) was understood to mean
crucifixion by the new Testament
period, and the author, again rightly,
appeals to Acts 5:30. The ent can
be considerably strengthened by a fur-
ther appeal to Luke 23:39, more espe-
cially to Acts 10:39, and in fact to the

_ Qumran materials.

This reader on several occasions
found a particular point being made
two and even three times. Readers will
have to decide whether such repeti-
tions are helpful or not.

Most readers, however, will appre-
ciate Matera’s strategy (the sign of a
good teacher) to present summaries of
the apostle’s turn of thought at this
point or that. In other words, Matera
never loses sight of the reader.

This commentary deserves high
praise. It has clarity and balance, keeps
to its stated premises, and makes
Paul’s communication process the
primary focus. ‘

Intended for the serious reader, this
book belongs on the shelf of anyone
who has a serious commitment to
understanding the difference between
Saul, the law-observing Pharisee, and
Paul, ““a man in Christ.”
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Father Falcone is professor of New Tes-

tament Studies at St. Bernard’s Institute.
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. Faith-Haven anhounces
' open-house tour May-8 |

NAPLES — Faith Haven, West
Hollow Road, will hold an.open .
house from 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, .
May 8. ) : )

A home for unwed women in
crisis pregnancies, Faith Haven
was founded in 1986. It provides
upto 25 women a year with health
care, counseling, education and the
support necessary to make impor-
tant decisions about themselves
and their unborn babies.

The tour is open to the public.
Light refreshments will be served.

Call 716/374-5659 for informa-
Hon. -
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MOTHER’S
DAY
BUFFET

11:30A.M.-3:30P. M.

Champagne, Dessert and
Beverage Included #16.95 per
person plus tax and gratuity

Senior Citzens:
814,95

n Children 6-12:
87.95 .
Children 5
& under

Free Indoor Ijﬁking in the Muti;:)gr;;mage
F eserva
Call 546-2490
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1400 Midtown Tower

Thursday, May 6, 1993
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Treat Her to
Something Special

Treat Her
to the
Lamplighter \)

Serving from 1-8pm
Our regular menu starting at $8.95,

consisting of Italian specialties,
steaks and seafood.

Children’s Menu also available
For Reservations Call

225-2500
831 Fetzner Rd.

Corner of Maiden Lane

Down the road from the Greece Marriott

SHRINES & STATUES

Many statues in stock including The Blessed Mother,
Christ, Sacred Heart, St. Jude, St. Francis, St. Joseph, St.
Anthony and Infant of Prague.

(Statues of other saints may be special ordered)

. | 1506 EMPIRE BLVD.
& ] WEBSTER, NY 14580

120%

ALL IN-STOCK

§ BELLEEK PARIAN el
gﬂgﬂay 8, 1993) ﬁ(/@b
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“MARKET
671-1967
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HAPPY
MOTHER'S DAY!
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The Baclic Shep

Quality Gifts with a Gaelic Flair
Store Hours: Monday-Saturday
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

41 South Main Street, Pittsford
(716) 248-8346

PR3

Moms Are |
Special People...

Choose gifts and accessories
that are decorativel

¢ Bird Houses
* Windchimes
® Paperweights
® Tapestry 3
Accessories S R
® Porcelain Night Lights
CIIIC est. 1985
“Shadee“Lady~
385-7559

Northfield Common
Pittsford

s

Tues.-Fri.10-4
Sat. 10-2

' Happy Mother’s Day!
SPECIAL-SPECIAL-SPECIAL

20% OFF
it JEWELRY

. R]ngs
 Broaches

Sale applies to all items.
Special orders not included.

3821 West Ridge Road
(Corner of Elmgrove Rd.)

225-1050 -
Open 6 days a week



Tues.-Fri.10-4

