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Sante Fe report urges new response to abuse 
Makes no mention 
of Sanchez case 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM. (CNS) — An 
independent commission has urged 
the church community in the Santa Fe 
archdiocese to reject "denial and de-
fensiveness" in responding to charges 
of sexual misconduct by clergy. 

The 28-page report was prepared by 
a four-member commission appointed 
in October 1992 by then-Archbishop 
Robert F. Sanchez of Santa Fe. 

The archbishop resigned in April 
1993, amid allegations that in the 1970s 
and '80s he had intimate relations with 
several young women. Pope John Paul 
n named Bishop Michael J. Sheehan of 
Lubbock, Texas, to administer the 
archdiocese until a successor is named. 

The report made no mention of the 
charges against Archbishop Sanchez. 

Bishop Sheehan attended the April 
29 Albuquerque press conference at 
which the report was made public, but 
made no comment on the recom
mendations, saying he had not read 
the report. 

"The primary focus of the Arch-
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diocese of Santa Fe in dealing with 
clerical sexual misconduct must be the 
care and healing of the victims, as well 
as the families and the communities of 
the victims/' the report said. -

"Denial and defensiveness are the 
major obstacles to the healing 
process," it added. "An environment 
in which the problems can be discus
sed openly and with sensitivity is a 
first step in dealing with the crisis in 
which the archdiocese finds itself." 

Commission members were Father 
Wallace Ford, executive secretary of 
the New Mexico Conference of Chur
ches since 1982; Mary Molina Mescall, 
public information office/education 
coordinator for the Albuquerque 
Police Department; Thomas Sims, an 
Albuquerque psychologist and Angela 
J. Jewell, special commissioner to hear 
domestic violence cases in the Family 
Division of the 2nd Judicial District 
Court 

The commission said sexual mis
conduct can be directed not only at 
minors but also at adults who are 
"psychologically or financially depen

dent upon the priest" because of a 
counseling relationship or employ
ment by the church. 

The report differentiated between 
the two types of misconduct and rec
ommended different approaches 
toward priest pedophiles — those in
volved in misconduct with preadoles-
cent children — and those involved 
with dependent adults. 

"Most pedophiles do not have good 
treatment outcomes and have a high 
rate of returning to their patterns of 
sexual misconduct following treat
ment," the commission said. 

It recommended a minimum of two 
years of treatment and four years in a 
supervised after-care program, but 
said that "a priest who has been in
volved with even one instance of the 
sexual abuse of a minor should never 
be returned to ministry of any kind 
which would involve access to min
ors." 

For a priest who has engaged in 
sexual misconduct with an adult, the 
minimum treatment period should be 
a year, followed by at least a year of a 

supervised after-care program. But be
cause "the problem appears to be one 
which can be more successfully treated 
in some cases," the priest could return 
to parish ministry if his therapist rec
ommends it. 

Such a return would have to be ap
proved by a nine-member Permanent 
Review Board comprising a physician, 
a psychologist or social worker experi
enced in sex abuse, an attorney, three 
priests, a parent, a victim of clergy 
sexual abuse or a parent of a victim, 
and a parish council member. 

The report also recommended the 
hiring of a lay professional case man
ager to respond to any allegations 
against priests of the archdiocese. 
After an investigation by the case 
manager, die board would vote on 
whether the allegation is credible and 
recommend a course of action to the 
archbishop. 

The commission said that "several 
people" had asked that it recommend 
closing of the program for priest pedo
philes run by the Servants of the Para-
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