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Old expression still r;e;ieVant"tod‘ay

never think critically about their faith | thoughts and actions compartmental-

Faﬂ\erwlzgar:! P. “s: Brien and are happy to keep it that way. izedgfhotrs the sake of sacrgd identity,
Syndi columni But, like Jesus, our ministry — | and all the while their Fear of Self-

When I was a young seminarian those of us who preach and teachand | Doubt and Hate smolders beneath
many years ago, we would occasion- speak and write — is to those who are | their religious rhetoric.
ally hear a warning from our profes- in need of more than that; namely, a “I was just about to abandon my
sors that, after ordination, we mature, intelligent, adult-level, and | reading when I came across your arti-
shouldn’t spend all of our time “sav- honest exposition of the faith and of | cle. I don’t remember now what it
ing the saved.” Although that old- its impact on problems and issues | was about, but I do remember havin)g
fashioned expression isn’t used much that are important to us as Catholics | to read it twice because I couldn’t
anymore, there is a point to it still and as human beings. believe my eyes the first time through.
today. Preaching pieties and serving up “Yet, even after the second reading,

What it means is that those who canned theology may not “disturb” | I couldn’t find the standard do’s and
minister in the church should do so those whio are deséribed, in paternal- | don’ts, and my search for something-
with the mind of Jesus, who insisted istic fashion, as the “simple faithful,” | anything negative about women or
that he “was sent or;ly to elthe lost lt,;llt it d;es disturb a;\,ed even insult | gays or the Pro-Choice movement
sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt ose who expect to be addressed as | came up empty.
15:24})). That was also the mandate he THEOLO (3Y | adultsnot children. ”Youpdian:yblast anyone for being
gave his 12 apostles: “go rather to the Early last month I received a letter | different and most important of all,
lost sheep of the house of Israel” that makes the point better thanIcan. | you didn’t scare off the reader, you

(Matt 10:5). |

The phrase has special reference to
the so-called “people of the land,”
those who — for whatever reason —

generous supporters and he would
have been seen most often in the com-
pany of the religiously devout.

“Good, upright” Jews. People of qual-

It came from a woman in upstate
New York.

“I credit your writing for restoring
the little faith I had left in the Catholic

invited them in.
“1 figured your piece must have
been a fluke and next week you'd be

-ranting and raving about the Godless-

were marginalized, alienated from the | ity. approach toliving. ness of some little sinner, sitting in the
main circles of religious leadership But that was as far from Jesus’ min- "I don’t know why (name of | second pew, because (s)he refuses to
and ministerial concern. isterial ag¥nda as could be. His min- | Catholic paper) began appearing in | kneel in church.

Jesus had a particular interest in | istry was to those whom society and | my mailbox, as 've never subscribed “I was happy to discover that 1 was
such people, so much so that he was | the religious establishment had | to this publication nor do I belong to | wrong about that. Your essays consis-

often derided by his enemies as “a
friend of tax collectors and sinners”

pushed to the margins — the types of
individuals whom many “good Chris-

any particular parish. When it first
arrived, I'd take the time it takes to

tently reflect the humanity, 1 believe, .
Jesus was aiming for when he spoke

(Luke 7:34). ‘ tians” today condemn: gays and les- | walk from my front door to the recy- | of the Holy Spirit’s true nature.

He healed the ritually unclean, told | bians, the divorced and remarried, | clable bin to glance at the cover page “I still toss (the newspaper) in the
stories about the lost who are found, | couples living together before mar- | and then, toss it out with the rest of | recyclable bin, but not until I've read
the uninvited who are invited, and | riage, women who have had an abor- | the junk mail. essay.”
the last who shall be first. tion, people of color, men who assert “Then, one night when I was wait- Sad to say, some of “the saved” bit-

He took meals with the poor, with | their rights and defend their human | ing for dinner to cook I rescued the | terly resent and actively resist any
unpopular public officials, and even | dignity, and the men who support | (paper) from the recyclables and start- | serious effort to reach out to these oth-
with itutes. them. ed to actually read through it. JustasI | ers, as Jesus did. But what is sadder,

If Jesus had been preoccupied with But “saving the saved” also has an | thought: more of the same narrow- | there are bishops who yield to the

“saving the saved,” he would have
dined most evenings with his most

educational side to it. It means speak-
ing and writing only for people who

minded voices speaking with man-
made vision designed to keep

.w

pressures of “the saved” rather than
endure their wrath.
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Earn extra money —
and help celebrate the
diocese’s 125th anniversary!

Is pain slowing
you down?

# Neck & Shoulder Pain
» Low Back Symptoms
¢ Tendonitis & Bursitis

It's time

Lo e .t

The Catholic Courier is looking for people to sell advertising — on a
freelance basis — for a special edition commemorating the Diocese of
Rochester’s 125th anniversary. The edition will be published on Sept.
30, 1993

This is an ideal opportunity for homemakers, teachers, part-time
workers, retirees and anyone who would like to put his or her spare
time to work. We especially need people in the Finger Lakes and
Southern Tier. A

For information, call Bernie Puglisi at (716) 328-4340.

» Knee Problems
» TMJ Pain

to Feel the
Difference!

and Sports Rehabilitation, P.C. Marien Carracino,

880 Westfall Road, Suite D » Call for Information: 27 1-3380
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