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Monsignor John M. Duffy visited with children at the Sisters of Mercy Mission

in Santiago, Chile, in 1967, as part of the diocesan Mission Program. The
diocese began providing financial support for both the Chilean mission and
for the Sisters of St. Joseph’s Brazilian mission 25 years ago.

Diocese celebrates 25 years
of reaching out to missions

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

Although it has been 25 years since
the Rochester diocese began to finan-
cially support missions in Chile and
Brazil, two former missionaries obser-
ved that contributors don’t always
have a clear picture of how their
money is used. :

“People give and say, ‘Oh, those
poor people.” But it’s not like we take a
dollar bill, put it in somebody’s hands
and say to go out and buy rice,” said
Sister Elaine Hollis, SSJ, whose 12-year
service in Brazil ended this past Oc-
tober. “We work with the people and
help them develop their (personal) ri-
ches.”

.Sister Anne Curtis, RSM, acknowl-
edged that since the majority of
Chileans and Brazilians are already
Catholic, the missionaries’ perceived
role as converters isn’t quite accurate,
either.

“I run into this old idea that you go
to convert people. But I think (the ex-
perience) actually does more for us
(missionaries.) It's almost like we need
the poor of Latin America to show us
another way,” said Sister Curtis, who
served in Chile from 1987-91.

Despite these misconceptions, the -

Sisters of St. Joseph and Sisters of
Mercy emphasize one irrefutable fact:
their service would not be possible
without the tremendous financial sup-

port they receive from diocesan pari-
shioners.

“We'd publicly like to thank the
people. Without them, there wouldn’t
be any missions,” said Sister Janet
Korn, RSM, who spent 1965-81 in
Chile.

Sister Korn was one of the first Sis-
ters of Mercy from the Rochester dio-
cese to perform missionary work in
Chile. One year earlier, in 1964, the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph of Rochester had be-
gun similar service in Brazil,

These congregations originally fun-
ded thei¥ own mission projects. In 1968
they began to benefit from diocesan
efforts, mostly through Mission Sun-
day offerings at diocesan parishes.
Contributions have totaled in excess of
$1,000,000 over the past decade, ac-
cording to figures provided by Father
Robert C. Bradler, director of the dio-
cesan Missions Office.

To commemorate the 25th anniver-
sary of this partnership between the
Chilean and Brazilian missions and the
diocese, Bishop Matthew H. Clark is
scheduled to celebrate a special Mass
on Mission Sunday, May 16. The 9:30
a.m. Mass will take place at St. James
Church, 130 Brett Road, Irondequoit,
where Father Bradler serves as pastor.

Also on May 16, diocesan collections
will be taken for mission works in
places such as Selma, Ala, and the
countries of Bolivia and Mexico.

Continued on page 19

(Daily Prayer)

but remain in the world?

CARITAS CHRISTI NS

Have You Ever Thought ... ..

That you would wish to dedicate your life to God —

If so, CARTFAS CHRISTI may be the answer for you!
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WHAT CARITAS CHRISTI IS NOT...

* It is not a religious order, it is emphatically lay.
© It has no common houses, and no common

. apostolate.

¢ It offers no financial support to its members.

WHAT CARITAS CHRISTI IS ...

* A Secular Institute of Pontifical Right for
women worldwide-single, widowed or
divorced.

* An organization whose members Tontinue to
live with their families, friends, or alone and
who continue to pursue their professions.

* For Women who make a vow of celibacy, and
promise of poverty & obedience to God.

¢ For Women who support each other through
retreats, Days of Recollection, meetings, and

“Above all I give myself to you, with all that I
am, with all that I have and with all that is in my
power to give, so that in me and through me your

individuat sponsorships. will may be done” CARITAS CHRISTI
o In-short contemplative and apostolic Women, : :
fulfilling th of their-Baptism as ]
e g or o theirBaptem as. FOR INFORMATION WRITE:

children of God.
L Rev. John C. Murray, C.8.B.
3497 East Avenue
Rochester, NY 14618

ren o o .
“Your state of consecrated life-is a :
%% special gift of the Holy Spirit bestowed sk
upon our tie to'help..” JOHN PAUL I
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52 MISSIONARIES OF THE %%

SACRED HEART OF JESUS

~ Reaching out into new areas... responding to society’s changing needs.

We continue the work of St. Francies X. Cabrini striving to make Christ

the heart of the world. As Missionary Sisters, as Collaborators, Lay
Missioners and Velunteers.

§ ~ If you think you may be called to work with the Missionary Sisters and

continue the spirit of Mother Cabrini, please write to:

Sr. Regina Peterson, Vocation Office
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart
6701 Callow Hill St., Philadelphia, PA 19151
(215) 748-3453
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Missionaries of the Precious Blood

)DQ area socieny of the

apostolic life~priests and

brothers~dedicared to the

20ord and serving the Church

through:

~parish ministry

~chaplaincies

~foreign missions

~naching

~spiritual formarion of
the lainy

vJease Contacts

Rev. IMario Cafarelli, CPPS
540 Se. Clair Ave. 2
TORONTO, Onrario

MSC 1A+

(716) 653~1786

FOUunDED BY ST.GOspay,
OUR SOCIETY PROCLAIMS
chpist cpucipi€d ‘who
FREED US FROM OUp
sins 8y his 8000

YOU ARE
NEEDED

DOMINICAN SISTERS
OF HAWTHORNE

95 years of giving free, hands-on nursing care
to incurable cancer patients. This, our gift to
God, demonstrates for all who see the power of
His love and mercy.

Our Sisters come from all walks of life. Prior nursing
experience not required.

CONTACT: Sr.Marie Edward * Rosary Hill Home
600 Linda Ave., Hawthorne, NY 10532 (914) 769-4794

Name

Address

Ciry__- State. _Zip

Home Tel. () R-NY
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