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Sheep must respond to shepherd By Donna Fitch 
Guest contributor 

The fourth Sunday of Easter is called 
Good Shepherd Sunday, but unless we 
have some idea or concept of the re­
lationship between sheep and shep­
herd we may miss the message present 
in mis symbol entirely. 

Perhaps many of us have never seen 
a shepherd so the symbol may have 
little or no meaning to us at all. The 
image presented in mis weekend's 
readings provides much insight for 
someone acquainted with one who 
raises sheep. 

A good shepherd is someone who 
cares for his sheep, which are the ob­
ject of his attention and are looked 
upon with great affection. Knowing his 
sheep and giving up a great deal to 
care for them, he is especially partial to 
the lambs that are most in need. 
Aware of any difficulty, the good 
shepherd anticipates the need and 
provides solutions to the problems. 

Winter storms can be true challenges 

for the shepherd. In fact, to care for his 
sheep during last month's blizzard, 
this shepherd had to ski to the bam for 
two weeks to provide the feed neces­
sary for the snowed-in sheep. This is 
an example of the constant care 
modeled for us by the good shepherd. 

In this weekend's Gospel it says: 
"The sheep hear his voice as he calls 
his own by name and leads them out... 
the sheep follow him because they rec­
ognize his voice." 

When queried about this situation, 
the shepherd I know responded that 
the sheep not only know his voice, but 
the sound of his truck when he drives 
near the field where they feed. When 
asked if the sheep could differentiate 
between his truck and a neighbor's, the 
response was "definitely." 

The shepherd also indicated that the 
animals react differently when he is all 
dressed up, mat they like the shepherd 
to be consistent and not to "put on 
airs." In addition to being a flock ani­
mal and very dependent upon the 
shepherd, sheep are also very respon­

sive to good management. The shep­
herd marks his flock so that they can 
be quickly identified. 

In our psalm for Sunday we recite: 
"The Lord is my Shepherd, there is 
nothing I shall want" like the sheep, 
we are called to be dependent upon 
our Lord. We can easily learn from the 
shepherd's insights that mis requires a 
relationship based upon trust; requir­
ing listening and responding. 

We would all do well to spend some 
quiet time reflecting on our re­
lationship with our Lord. Are we as 
sheep with the shepherd? What are 
our identifying marks as members of 

God's flock? Do we believe in faith — 
the Lord is my shepherd, there is noth­
ing I shall want? Do we respond? 

The relationship between the shep­
herd and the sheep requires time, 
energy, effort; dedication and sacrifice. 
The same is required if we wish to de­
velop a strong relationship with God. 

Are we willing to make this com­
mitment? 

• • • 
Fitch is a member of the diocesan Litur­

gical Commission. 

Churches to participate in Crop Walk May 2 
ROCHESTER — Several parishes in 

Wayne, Seneca and Monroe counties 
are slated to take part in the annual 
CROP Walk on Sunday, May 2. 
, Money raised from sponsors during 
the 10-kilometer walk held nationally 
will be used to support local, national 

and global hunger relief efforts. 
Catholic Relief Services is among the 

agencies that could benefit from the 
event Those sponsors who wish to 
donate specifically to CRS must note 
mis designation on the walker's card. 

Additional CROP Walks in the dio­
cese will be held in October. 
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BRADDOCKS BAY 
Res taurant 

Serving Fish & Seafood 
Specials Every 

Friday 
Sunday Breakfast 

Lunch Daily 

3 7 2 Manitc lu Rd . • 3 9 2 - 7 7 7 0 

MOTHER'S 
DAY 

BUFFET 
11:30A.M.-3:30P.M. 

Champagne, Dessert and 
Beverage Included "16.95 per 

person plus tax and gratuity 
Senior Citzens: 
4 95 
Children 6-12: 

.95 
Children 5 
& under 

are FREE 

Free Indoor Parking UK the Midtown Garage 

For Reservations 
Call 546-2490 

o 
1400 Midtown Tower 

f ©TOtfER 
Treat Her to 
Something Special 

Treat Her 
to the 
Lamplighter 

7 i M . i XH/* 
Serving from l-8pm 

Our regular menu starting at $8.95, 
consisting of Italian specialties, 

steaks and seafood. 
Children's Menu also available 

For Reservations Call 

235-3500 
8 3 1 Fe tzner Rd. 

Coiner of Maiden Lane 
Down the road from the Greece Marriott 

NEIGHBORHOOD ^ 
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
OPEN 7 DATS A WEEK — 

SERVING BREAKFAST. LUNCH & DINNER 

2380 Lyell Are. 
at Howard Road 

near St. Theodore's 
6:30a. m.-10:00p.m. 

4 2 9 - 6 2 3 1 -

GREECE 
870 Stone Rd. 

at Dewey Ave. 
near St. Charles 

6:00a.m.-10tf0p.m. 
6 6 3 - 3 0 7 1 

. . . is Sunday, 
May 9 t h 

Stop in and enjoy one of our many 
homemade dinner specials. Abo 
serving breakfast 
Reservations suggested for parties of 6 or 
more. Banquet Room at our LyoH Ave. 
Restaruant accomodating from 89-75 people. 

MAY BREAKFAST 
SPECIAL Q Q C 
2 Eggs, Homefries, 
Toast and Jelly Mon.-Fri 6-11am 

STARTING SOON: * 
±i«EnteminmBrt<onffridayan£tSaturdar 
Evenings at our Lyell Avenue Lounge. 

GIVE MOM A MEMORY... 
MOTHER'S DAY BRUNCH. 

After all she's done for you, 
treat Mom to a Mother's Day Brunch 

she'll long remember. 

Adults $14.95, Seniors $11.95, Children $7.95 

Please call for reservations, 
(716) 328*6000 

AIRPORT ROCHESTER 

911 Brooks Avenue, Rochester, New York 14624 

MOTHER'S DAY 
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH 
Here's your chance to treat your mother like royalty. 
Celebrate this Mother's Day with Sunday Champagne 
Brunch at Marriott. You and your mother will enjoy 
our fantastic buffet with endless selections featuring 
Belgian Waffles, Omelets made to order, carved Roast 
Beef and Ham, specialty salads, scrumptious 
desserts, bubbly Champagne and much more! 

It 's total indulgence for only 
$15.95 per Adult 
$8.95 per Child 12 & Under 
Children 3 & Under - Free 

Mother's Day Brunch served 
11:00am-3:00pim 

For Reservations call: 

^rnott 
HENRIETTA 

5257 W. Henrietta Road 
Rochester, New York 14623 

(716)359-1300 
GREECE ^ 

1890 West Ridge Road \ 
Rochester, New York 14615 

(716)225.6880 .. ... ..: 

10 Catholic Courier 


