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Priest: Mass suicide inevitable because of Koresh's views
Leader delayed plan
'until he was ready1
By E. Lynn Ascoll
Catholic News Service
PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The end result of the standoff at the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, was
inevitable because of the leader's apocalyptic vision, according to a Providence priest specializing in cults.
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Father Paul E. Desmaris, head of the
Diocese of Providence's Occult
Awareness Ministry, said he was dismayed but not shocked by the reports
that more man 80 Branch Davidian
members had died in Waco April 19.
"It was just a matter of time" before
the situation came to a head, he said.
"In weeks past, I told others that the
compound had all the elements present for mass suicide. I never thought
there would be a peaceable end."
The talk of Armageddon by cult

leader David Koresh was the key to
anticipating the tragic results, Father
Desmaris said. Other key elements included the presence of a charismatic
leader and followers who had "sold
body, mind and soul into a dream."
The priest said Koresh "plugged
into their fears" and subjected his followers to a type of brainwashing that
left them with an "us-against-theworld," good vs. evil mentality.
"Koresh always intended to kill
himself and the members of his cult

because he believed this type of mass
suicide would fulfill his prophesy of
Armageddon," he said.
"When he denied any type of suicide plan, he was just postponing FBI
action until he was ready for the confrontation," Father Desmaris said.
The Providence priest said he had
no doubt that Koresh had come to believe that he was in fact the second
coming of Jesus, particularly as evidenced by his early teachings before he
became so well known.
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TRANSMISSIONS
"Don't Get Stuck"
• ALL FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
• MOST EXTENDED WARRANTIES
• FREE TOWING & ESTIMATE
• NATIONWIDE WARRANTY
2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
60 JAY SCUTTI BLVD MARKETPLACE • 424-1710
1672 RIDGE RD EAST IRONDEQUOIT - 342-6180

SHOES.
COMFORT.

LIGHT-WEIGHT
FLEXIBLE
ARCH SUPPORTS
FULL SIZES /WIDTHS
EXTRA DEPTH®

EXTRA DEPTH8
P. W.MINOR&SON.INC.

* Available in a full range of colors,
sizes; and widths for Men andWomen.
$10 OFF ANY PAIR FROM
STOCK OR SPECIAL ORDER

No-Annunl-FeeVlStf

OPPEDISANO'S BOOTERY
A Family Tradition In Quality Footwear Since 1924

12 North Main Street •. Honeoye Fails
6 2 4 - 1 7 0 7 Mon.-Sat. 9-6; Fri. 9-9

No-Fee Checking

First Holy
Communion
Let us help you capture and
preserve the reality of a
child's happiest day.
Veils • Rosaries • Jewelry
lies • Invitations • Gifts

Prayerbooks
With MoneyMaker Banking™ from M&T Bank, you get the best we
v
have to offer. We give you a VISA® account with no annual fee ever and no-fee
checking with interest. Plus you can'enjoy the convenience of having your savings and
checking accounts in one place and many more privileges, services, and discounts.
Best of all, it is easier to become a MoneyMaker Banking member.
Even your CD and certain loan balances can help you qualify! Find out
why MoneyMaker may be the best that banking has to offer. Stop by
any branch or call M&T Quickline (8 am to 8 pm Monday-Friday,
9:30 am to 1:30 pm Saturday) at 1-800-724-3222.

TRANT'S-HC
Church Supplies
and
Religious Articles ~
6% South Avenue, Rochester
716/442-7120
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10a.m.-5p.m.
Saturday - 10a.m.4:00p.m.
Thursday, April 29,1993
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Benefits described apply to MoneyMaker Select option only. VISA1" account subject to credit approval. Certain account and loan balance requirements apply.
Member FDIC
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