Eastertlde is tlme for celebratlon o ‘ ;

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

It’s certainly a time of celebration around
our local church these days. And well it
should be. The Easter season is a time for
special rem and rejoicing, a time
to reflect on life and growth, achievement
and aspiration.

In Naples on Saturday evening the St.
Januarius Parish community gathered for
the formal blessing and dedication of their
new parish center. It was a joy to'be a part
of that gathering for many reasons. Not the
least of them was the evident sense of
parish participation in what we celebrated
that night. One could tell immediately that

* people had invested a great deal in the pro-

ject. They have made an investment of trea-
sure; that is for certain. But they also have
made significant investments of time and
talent — investments that, in the long run,
will yield the greatest rewards.

Two other notes about the evening:

1) At the wonderful reception and dinner
that followed the Mass and blessing, a visi-
tor could not miss the sense of care those
present offered to one another. No rush. No
hurry. Just a sense of joy about being
together. That atmosphere has to do, I
think, with a genuine and deep sense of
hospitality that goes beyond an observance
of formalities, and extends a kind word to
the human spirit.

2) A touching reverence was shown to
the children who were invited to partici-
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pate in ways that both expressed their great
dignity and enhanced the worship of the
community.

The Annunciation Parish community
gathered for an entirely different purpose
on Sunday morning. On that day the parish
family gathered to celebrate 75 years of
graced history. I want to tell you that they
did so in a warm and elegant fashion. In
conversation, music, silence, tion
and in the breaking of bread, those who
gathered remembered the blessings of the
years. In those same activities, they
expressed confidence that God would
remain faithful in the future.

Annunciation Parish is a community rich

. in stories. That fact was evident in the way

people reminisced about their common

riences of pansh life. It is clear also :
ﬁethe community hasa lively, cherished
connection with their mothers and fathers
in faith. The conimunity knew that what
we celebrated Sunday had been begun by
others. Those wonderful pioneers were
very much with us thatday: - - g

I'don’t know if you have ever visited !
Annunciation Parish. If you haven't, you 5
might enjoy doing so some time. Not only
is the community most welcoming, but
they also have a parish church you might
enjoy seeing. It's on Norton Street in
Rochester.

When I finish this column this morning I
am going to Holy Family Parish to partici-
pate in the funeral liturgy for Helen Hickey,
beloved sister of Bishop Dennis Hickey.
There will be real sadness there — sadness
that comes from separation and loss. But
that gathering will be an Easter celebration,
too. It will be a celebration of hope and con-
fidence in the promise of Christ. It will be a
celebration of the bonds respect, love and
mutual service so apparent in the relation-
ship Helen and Dennis Hickey enjoyed for
50 many years.

Please keep all of us priests of the diocese
in your prayers this week. We will be gath-
ered for our annual convocation. This year
we continue on a theme of priestly spiritu-
ality begun at last year’s gathering. You can
be sure you will be in the prayers of all of
us during those special days.

Peace to all.
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GOSPEL OF JOHN
CHRISTIAN SEXUALITY -

. INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY & MINISTRY
LIBERATION THEOLOGY
THE MINOR PROPHETS
THEOLOGY OF PRAYER
PRACTICAL ART OF PREACHING
ADVANCED SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
MINISTERING IN CRISIS INTERVENTION

THE INTERNATIONAL CATECHISM
IN ITS AMERICAN CONTEXT

PARABLES
BIBLICAL HEBREW |
BIBLICAL GREEK ! -
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ST RERNARDS |
INSTITUTE—

THE DIVINITY SCHOOL

Summer Studies 1993...
AT ST. BERNARD’S INSTITUTE

AT THE DIVINITY SCHOOL

St. Bernard’s Institute and the Divinity School
are graduate schools of Theology and Ministry.

ON CAMPUS REGISTRATION: MAY 3rd & 4th
— FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE —

For information, contact the Director of Admissions,
1100 S. Goodman St., Rochester, NY 14620 - (716) 271-1320
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Hoe e Car ¢ Life

Business ¢ Health

Carl J. Adams-
Insurance Agency

4292 Lake Ave.
Rochester, NY 14612 ®

716-663-1810 R<GRNCE

Nationwide Mutual Insurance C and Affiliaed Compenies ® Home
Office: One Nationwide ghu Columbus, OH 43216
Nationwide® uamg;smedi:da:lscmcemrkof

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.
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(N. Kolfar)

(W. Herzog)
(R. Henshaw)

705 NORTH STATE STREET - SYRACUSE
LOCAL (315) 422-8197 / 1-800-422-8197
FIRST COMMUNION HEAD

* Precious Moments Books ® Dresses ® Purses ® Gloves
® Socks ® Largest Selection of Veils ® Rosaries ® Bibles ® Ties
CALL FOR FREE CATALOG—FREE PARKING

Uatholic Shop <,

ARTERS

Prayer Books ® Mother of Pear] thure Books

CONFIRMATION GIFTS -

(H.D. Lance)

CROSSROADS 1993

» NEW WEEK-LONG COURSES FOR ALL
on topics impacting everyday living
and the life of the Church.

716-271-1320.

» MULTIPLE REGISTRATION OPTIONS
Personal growth/Lay leader training/
Clergy updating (C.E.U.’s available)

D Growing Spiritually—(M.May and H. van den Blink)—May 24-27
{2) Healing from Grief — (R. Karaban) — June 1-3

@ Preaching to Empower — (G. Ricciuti) — June 7-10

{4: Administration Under Strain — (J. Ramerman) — June 15-17

» For brochures and information contact: The Divinity Schoolf Director of Continuing Education

Sunday, May 2 - 1:30 & 4:00 p.m.
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E Judy Blume’s

TALES OF
A FOURTH

b cope with his troublesome three-year-old
brother Fudge in this hilarious adaptation
of Blume’s beloved book.

Recommended for ages 8 to adult.

Tickets: $7

Box Office: 586-2420
Groups: 424-2979

THE LOUISVILLE CHILDREN'S THEATRE'
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