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Each year during the days leading 
up to Easter, many parishes plan a var­
iety of special activities — missions, 
Stations of the Cross, Seder suppers, 
and collections for the needy through 
such means as the Lenten Breadbox 
project or Operation Rice Bowl. 

Some parishes, however, add a few 
twists to their Lenten observances. 

At St Bridget/St Joseph Church, 15 
Church St, East Bloomfield, for exam­
ple, parishioners collected for the 
needy — with the help of Easter eggs. 

On March 20-21, parishioners selec­
ted hollow eggs from a basket in the 
back of the church. Inside each egg 
was the name of an area needy child. 
On Palm Sunday, parishioners do­
nated such children's gifts as summer 
clothing and toys, supplies and books. 

Sixteen-year-old Amy Dredger, 
youth representative on the parish's 
Social Ministry Committee, came up 
with the idea for the collection. As a 
committee member — and as part of 
her confirmation program — Dredger 
took part in the annual Christmas bas­
ket program in 1992. 

"All during Christmas season ?he 
was talking about, 'How come we 
don't do anything outside the Christ­
mas season, when the need goes 
throughout the year,'" recalled Rose 
Anne Dredger, Amy's mother. 

So Amy organized the Easter egg 
program, Rose Anne noted, adding, 
'It's been a lot of fun, as well as 

having a good purpose." 
Our Mother of Sorrows Church, 5000 

Mt. Read Blvd., Rochester, also incor­
porated "fun" into its Lenten activities} 
— in the form of fun house mirrors. 

Mirrors were placed near the 
church's sacristy. The first mirror 
made people seem taller; the second 
made mem look shorter. The current 
mirror is a two-way glass featuring a 
painting of Jesus' face. 

"We were trying to use Lent as a 
mirror to try to get people to focus/On 
their distorted images of themselVes," 
explained Father David J. Faraonel the 
church's parochial vicar. 

Father Earaone said the mirrors have 
conveyed such themes as "give me 
new life through your image," and 
"help me to see myself through your 
eyes." These themes have been incor­
porated into the weekly homilies as 
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Jennifer Gruttadauria peers at an image of Jesus painted on a two-way mirror 
at Our Mother of Sorrows Church in Greece. The mirror, located near the sa­
cristy, was one of several fun house mirrors the parish used during Lent to 
help people focus on their distorted images of themselves. 

well. Parishioners each week also 
received paper frames with the week's 
theme printed on them. Parishioners 
were asked to put the frames on their 
mirrors at home to serve as reminders 
throughout Lent. 

St Monica Church, 831 Genesee St., 
is another parish sending its members 
home with reminders. 

On the first Sunday of Lent, pari­
shioners received small bags of dirt. In 
subsequent weeks they received cups, 
watering directions and flower seeds. 
This Easter Sunday they will bring in 
the flowers and place them in the sanc­
tuary around the "resurrection tree." 

The goal is to symbolize that pari­
shioners "have been through a spiri­
tual journey and it's brought new life 
in Jesus Christ," observed Joseph 
"Fitz" Glasgow, parish visitor at St 
Monica Parish and the Roman Catholic 
Community of the 19th Ward, of 
which the parish is part 

Victor's St. Patrick Church also has a 
"progressive" effort underway. Chil­
dren in some of the parish's religious 
education classes made paper foot­
prints. At the beginning of Lent, some 
of the footprints were placed below the 
first Station of the Cross inside the 
church. As each week passed, foot­
prints-were added under more of the 
stations. By Good Friday, the foot­
prints wul reach the last station. 

"The theme that we're doing mis 
year is following Jesus," noted Deacon 

Stephen Carroll, the parish's director 
of religious education. "The footprints 
are signs of us being on a journey." 

Most of the footprints follow the 
direction of the stations around the 
church. But some are going in the op­
posite direction. 

"Anywhere along the journey as we 
get closer to the cross, there are some 
of us who want to go no further," Dea­
con Carroll explained. 

While some of these parish activities 
continue throughout Lent, others are 
limited to the end of the season, or to 
Good Friday. 

Eighth-grade students at Seton 
Catholic School, for example, will be 
performing a "Passion mime" at 8 
p.m. Good Friday at Rochester's Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church, located at 
Imperial and Rhinecliff drives. 

The performance includes narration, 

music and pantomime. Students will 
all wear black clothing and paint their 
faces white — except for the student 
playing Jesus, who will be wearing a 
Superman shirt and red suspenders. 

Mary Wilson introduced the per­
formance four years ago when her 
daughter, Mary Elizabeth, was in the 
school's eighth grade. 

"The kids need an outlet to put into 
their own feelings what would happen 
if (the Passion) happened today," Wil­
son explained. 

But beyond attempting to make the 
Passion contemporary and understan­
dable for children, the performances 
have helped to bring home Christ's sa­
crifice to the parish's adult members, 
Wilson said. 

"I've had people say to me, 'For 
years I've done the Stations of the 
Cross and gone to this service and that 
service, and I've never come away 
with a truer feeling for what happened 
than I did after the Passion mime/" 
Wilson said. 

While the performances at Our Lady 
of Lourdes have already begun to be­
come a tradition, parishioners at FJ-
mira's St Patrick Church will call on 
an old tradition this Good Friday. 

The parish, located at 604 Park Place, 
will hold an office of Tenebrae at 7:30 
p.m. Good Friday evening. The devo­
tion includes successively extinguish­
ing candles as Scripture passages are 
read. Finally, the paschal candle will 
be removed to symbolize Christ's 
death, and a sound will be heard rep­
resenting the tomb's closing. 

"It offers something else to broaden 
your experience of Good Friday," said 
Arlene Siconolfi, the parish's liturgical 
coordinator. "Ifs a way of making 
Good Friday more alive for people." 
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Once again you can avoid the impression 
of a neglected family cemetery lot by 

calling The Cemetery Gardener. 
We'll provide the Spring and Summer 

flower planting and weekly maintenance 
throughout the Summer and into the 
early Fall at very reasonable rates. 

As an added service, we now offer flower 
bed & shrub plantings for your home. 
Phone Tom Denninger at 235-0713 for 

choice planting dates. 

Consider this special gift. 

The 

Remembering 
Book 

An heirloom book 
of memories about 

your loved one... for your family 
to treasure forever. 

available at: 

ANTHONY 
T/.E& 

2305 MONROE AVENUE 

ROCHESTER. NEW YORK 14618 

716-2444770 

ANTHONY 
10LAPHAMPARK 

WEBSTER, NEW YORK 14580 

716-265-9550 

HART MONUMENT 
COMPANY 

Since 1856 

Monuments, Markers and 
Cemetery Lettering 

2301 Dewey Avenue 
(ACROSS FROM HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY) 

(716) 865-6746 
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