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ROCHESTER — Members of the
diocesan Task Force on Societal Injus-
tice met with Bishop Matthew H. Clark
in early March to evaluate progress on
racial issues in the diocese over the
past six months.

The March 3 meeting at the Pastoral
Center, 1150 Buffalo Road, focused on
actions now underway or being
planned in response to the task force’s
recommendations in a report released
Oct. 15, 1992. Those recommendations
encompassed such areas as employ-
ment and business practices; education
and awareness; and community build-
ing efforts. :

The diocese has made considerable

in a number of areas, noted

areas where action has been taken
were a series of three training session
for Pastoral Center employees, held
Nov. 17, Dec. 16, and Jan. 6; the hiring
of three minority employees at the Pas-
toral Center; efforts to locate qualified
minority candidates for diocesan
boards; and the creation of a Diversity
Recruitment Teamto help surface qua-
lified minority pastoral ministers.
Further, Pastoral Center officials are
developing a policy to purchase goods
from minority- and women-owned
- businesses. That policy will go into
effect during the 1993-94 fiscal year,
Cannon noted. In addition to ecumeni-
cal prayer services, the Pastoral Center
has been hosting liturgical celebrations

The Department of Evangelization
and Catechesis is also working with
the Catholic Schools Office to revise
the diocesan religious curriculum so
that it covers more social justice issues.
The office also helped religious educa-
tors in Cayuga County organize a two-
day workshop on multicultural
awareness March 25 and 27.

In addition, the Southern Tier Office
of Social Ministry held a cultural
awareness training session for parish
staff; the Finger Lakes Office of Social
Ministry helped develop responses to
attempts by a neo-Nazi group to estab-
lish a commune in Auburn; and the
Office of Liturgy provided parishes
with homily suggestions about dio-
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Cannon said many initial steps have
been taken at the institutional level at
the Pastoral Center and at the regional
social ministry offices.

I see the next thrust of the societal
injustice document and recom-
mendations being much more parish-
centered,” she said.
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