By anhop Matthew H. CIark ‘ I

As I write to you on this Monday of
Holy Week, I do so in the fond hope that
-the days ahead will hold special blessings
. for you and your loved ones. I have the
privilege of presiding at Holy Week litur-
gies at Sacred Heart Cathedral, and want
you to know that you will be in my
prayer during all of them.

One of the recurring themes of my Holy
Week prayers since I have been a bishop is
the goodness of the people among whom
I serve. I hope I have told you often
enough that your faith and goodness are

‘an inspiration to me, and that your good
example is a great encouragement to me
to keep growing.

In recent months, for a variety of rea-
sons, I have had some significant conver-
sations with a wide range of people in our
diocese.

These contacts have made me especially
aware that your faith and the goodness to
which I just referred are often born out of
your struggles to face the suffering and
sacrifice to which daily life so often calls
us.

I think of parents who are deeply sad-
dened because their children have turned
away from our community of faith. I
remember people whose employment sit-
uations have become quite shaky and
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Holy Week is trmefof openness to Lord

who deal with all of the pain such uncer-
tainty can bring. I ache for gay and les-
bian Catholic people I know who must -~ .
endure the ugly things said about them

by uninformed people. I mourn with good
friends who have experienced the sudden
loss of loved ones, and with somewho
have experienced multiple losses in recefit
weeks.

As I remember them — and others like -
them — tonight, I thank them for the way
in which they invite me and help me to -
understand the events of Holy Week.
They remind me that Jesus did not give
himself up in love for us to exempt us
from the pain and frustration of the
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‘remind us that we all have human needs,

- ‘humanicondition; Rathersheidied sothat
fréed from the bondage of
sint and be strengthened to live in love in
even the most demandirig’oflife’s situa-
tions.

I hope that you will not be- tumd about
placing before the Lord during Holy Week
whatever it may be that brings pain to
your life or to the lives of your family
members and friends. Such openness to
the Lord can do much to heal because it
can help us to put all things in proper pro-
portion. It can also remind us that finally
it is Christ's love rather than any of life’s
‘passing circumstances that will last.

I'encourage you, if the circumstances of
your life will allow it, to participate with
your parish community in the liturgical
celebrations of Holy Week. To be with our
brothers and sisters on these occasions
can be a wonderful gift. They remind us
that we are not alone in our human strug-
gles or in our journeys of faith. They

that none of us is perfect, that life is with-
out purpose if we do not live it in love.

In any case, please pray for all of us
who share your faith that as we celebrate
the mystery of the passion, death and res-
urrection, we will imitate him in word
and work, and become more like him in
all things.

Peace to you.
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Bunny Bucks
G’::;t:;?g'ﬁ " 9 Days visitihg Seattle, Victoria, Whistler,
any purchase of §25 o more. Kamilaops; Jasper’ ﬁanf! and Vancouver,
No(valuwuhanymherdlmmoﬂu DePrez Travel announces their second
One coupon pet customer. Coupon good S ooy, annual Rockies Tour, July 18, 1993, and
Loswards a repeat of last year’s sellout!
Call today for info on this fabulous,
- T - scenic trip to Western Canada.
———— Limited space left. don‘t miss this
Bunny Bucks opportnnityl
“Just Like Cash™ .
Good for $10 Off
any purchase of $50 or more.
" Not valid with myothevdiuouuoﬂet
One coupon per qustomer. Cﬂgﬂ £ xioy

| DePrez Travel

This 8 day trlp covers some of America’s
grandest sights. From Old Faithful to Mt
Rushmore, a floating raft trip on the Snake River,
to a Buffalo range excursion. .

Depart August 14tk for 9-days. $1989 includes
21 meals, alr, hotels, and generous sightseeing.

Don‘t miss this opportunity. Call today: you'll be
.glad you did!
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