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righton youth trying |

to ease racial tension

BRIGHTON — Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s life was cut short by an as-
sassin’s bullet 25 years ago this Mon-
day, April 4. .

Today, a Brighton High School sen-
ior is concerned that his fellow blacks
are allowing those messages exhorted
by Dr. King and slain activist Malcolm
X in-the 1960s to die out.

“Martin Luther King broke down
doors, but (black) people have set back
since they got their new freedom.

ve kind of relaxed,” asserted
17-year-old Martin Dixon. “We still
have '?nother door to go through, to

pen.

“I think we (blacks are) regressing.
For example, the cities — horrible, hor-
rible,” said Dixon, shaking his head.
“We need to stop crime but we need to
not just talk about it, but do something
about it.”

Dixon is heavily in favor of laws
discouraging violence, such as stricter

Sgun-control standards.

“’Fifteen years ago people had stuff
against you, but they weren't killing
you off. (Students) would say, ‘I'm go-
ing home and ‘get my big brother.’
Now the first thing they-say is, ‘I'm go-
ing home and get my gun,”’ observed
Dixon, a parishioner at Corpus Christi
Church, 864 Main St. E., Rochester.

Addressing the rate of violent
crimes in ‘Rochester, Dixon remarked
that “Rochiester isn't a very big city, so
we shouldn’t be having these murder
rates. But-the reality is that a gun is so
accessible.” "™

Another concern of Dixon’s is that
these types of violent acts are sensa-
tionalized in newspaper and TV re-
ports, while positive accomplishments

' By‘Mike Latona

by blacks are ignored.

“You never see the good things on
the news. All you see is bad, bad,
bad,” Dixon said. “We're portrayed
very poorly by the media, so people
can't see young black men as up-and-
coming Christians. They just see hood-
lums who want to hurt someone for
fun, or rob them.”

A great deal of racism, he maintains,
“is ingrained. Parents put.it into their
children, and the children bring it out
and they don’t even know it.”

Racial tension, he said, works direc-
tly against the messages Jesus Christ
taugh

“Jegus called all people to his tem-
ple,” Rixon noted.

To try~and counter racism, Dixon is
an active member in a local multicul-
tural club as well as his high school’s
Black Student Union.

“We talk openly about racism, di-
versity and sex,” Dixon said of his
multicultural group. He added that al-
though Brighton High's 50-member
Black Student Union comprises mostly
blacks, it includes youths from various
ethnic groups as well.

Not surprisingly, the Jamaica-born
Dixon is thinking about a career in a
law-related field.

““My mother wants me to be a poli-
tician. I think I'd like to be some sort of
activist,” he said. )

One of Dixon's leading choices for

.college is Howard University, where
his- sister, Heather, an Our Lady of
Mercy High School graduate, also at-
tended.

Wherever he goes for his collegiate
studies, Dixon guarantees that it will
be somewhere far south of Rochester.

“l want a warm climate,” he said

with a smile. “I never liked the snow.”
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Sullivan Shoe Company
-Footwear for the entire family

Save 30%-50%

on our entire stock
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MILK CHOCOLATE
FOR EASTER
¢ Solid & Senii-solid
- Easter Bunpies . 4
« Chocolate Edster Eggs
s Chocolate Baskets /
< Easter Sweat Bread
-« Easter Egg Bread
s Bunny & Egg
shaped cakes

2267 CLIFFFORD AVE. Near Culver .

482-1130:sERVING YOU SINCE 1929 -
Open Mbﬁ.-sm."s_a.ip.-mr’ri., suri.ysa‘m.-zpm. .

Thursday, April 1, 1993

SINCE 1875

TRANSMISSIONS

“Don’t Get Stuck”’

¢ ALL FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
¢ MOST EXTENDED WARRANTIES
¢ FREE TOWING & ESTIMATE
¢ NATIONWIDE WARRANTY
2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

60 JAY SCUTTI BLVD MARKETPLACE - 424-1710
1672 RIDGE RD EAST IRONDEQUOIT - 342-6180 |

LOOKING
FOR GOD?

SOk AND YOU ¢
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DOMINICAN SISTERS
OF HAWTHORNE
ZS years of giving free,

; ds-on nursing care to
incurable cancer patients.
Qur Sisters come from all walks of life.

Prior nursing experience not required.

CONTACT: Sr.Marie Edward
Rosary Hill Home ¢ 600 Linda Avenue
1 Hawthorne, New York 10532

(914) 769-4794 CC.

S. Jt;')h‘n. Wilkin/Photo intern
Brighton High School senior Martin Dixon is an active member in an area
multicultural club and his school’s Black Student Union.

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL’S
THIRD ANNUAL 53/50 DRAWING

GUARANTEED MINIMUM
PRIZE $10,000
ONLY 1,000 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD

$100.00 PER TICKET
IF ALL 1,000 TICKETS ARE SOLD, THE
GRAND PRIZE WILL BEZE{eXelelc]

SPECIAL BONUS EARLY BIRD DRAWINGS
The earlier you buy your ticket the more chances you have to win!

THE LEPRECHAUN’S EARLY BIRD DRAWINGS
DRAWING DATE EARLYBIRD PRIZE

APRIL 15, 1993—CELEBRATE “TAX" DAY

MAY 5, 1993—EARLY MOTHER’S DAY $500.00

-

THE EARLIER WE RECEIVE YOUR POSTMARKED PAID REQUEST,
. THE MORE BONUS EARLYBIRDS YOU WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR.
IF YOU WIN AN EARLY BIRD DRAWING, YOU ARE STILL ELIGIBLE FOR

THE GRAND PRIZE DRAWING ON MAY 26, 1993

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL'S TUITION ASSISTANCE FUND
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 716-343-2783 EXT. 24

lmMail this coupon along with $100.00 donation to:

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL
"'50/50 TICKET

73 Union St.

Batavia, NY 14020-1399
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