Pope: Lent is time
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN OTY — Lent is * precious time of prayer and penance
meant to lead Christians to a deeper
love for Gcd and for one's neighbors,
Pope John Paul II said.
"We cannot let this time of special
graces pass in vain," he said at his
weekly general audience on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 24).
The pope asked Catholicstojoin him
in "opening ourselves to beginning
this journey of spiritual renewal, welcoming the invitation of the church to
turn inward and seek a deeper contact
with the Lord through regularly listening to his Word, a more intense commitment to prayer and penance, and
greater attention to the poor and suffering."
Also at the audience, the pope
greeted the bishops of Lithuania who
were in Rome for their "ad limina"
visitej which bishops make every five
years to report on the status of the
church in their dioceses.
The pope told the crowd that he
would be making his first and long-
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awaited papal visit to Lithuania and
the other Baltic nations in September.
In his main audience talk, the pope
continued his teaching on the role of
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the pope.
Papal power, he said, like all power
in the church "is essentially ministerial
and is required for die pope to carry
out his mission of service as the supreme shepherd of Christ's flock"
The pope explained that the church's
teaching on papal authority and especially about the primacy of the bishop
of Rome over other bishops was raised
by the Eastern churches separated
from the Roman Catholic Church.
When the Council of Florence in the
1400s tried to bring about the reunification of the churches of the East and
West primacy was one of the questions it addressed.
The council said primacy .gives the
pope the authority he needs to serve
the universal church, Pope John Paul
said; it is part of his "full powertopastor, rule and govern" the church in a
way mat does not diminish the privileges and rights of the Eastern
patriarchs.
The pope said church tradition
clearly shows that it was not Christ's
will mat papal authority be "simply
one of arbitration in conflicts between
local churches or of giving only a general direction to the autonomous activity of die churches and of Christians
with advice and exhortations."
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When it seems old-fashioned,
honest service is sometimes
forgotten, we can assure you
we'll never lose sight of our
philosophy: "Service measured
not by gold, but by the Golden
Rale:" We mat you «r We
would wish to be-treated.
That's because we're your local Golden Rule Funeral
Home. And we provide service based upon the Golden Rule
... (fDounto others as you would have others do unto you."
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A Tradition >bu C a n T r u s t
School should be more than a place where you learn facts. It should be a
place where you learn about yourself.
School should be more than a place where you learn about the world. It
should be a place where you learn how you can change the world.
School should be a place where you learn to succeed, where you learn to
reach lor what's best inside of you, where you learn to care about those
around you.
Nazareth Hall, coeducational preschool through grade 5
-Nazareth Hall Middle School, coeducational grades 6 through 8
Nazareth Academy,foryoung women in grades 9 through 12
For more mformation contact the Office of Eiiroflment, (716) 647-8704.
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