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By Laurie Hansen
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — A U.N. report
blaming high-ranking Salvadoran mili-
tary officers for several atrocities has
drawn high praise from a wide-
ranging group, including El Salvador's
top church official and the U.S. State
Department.

Archbishop Arturo Rivera Damas of
San Salvador told Catholic News Ser-
vice March 15 that acceptance of the
UN. Truth Commission report would
help his country move toward recon-
ciliation. .

State Department spokesman Ri-
chard Boucher told reporters that the
report was “important in terms of
revealing the truth” which must be “a
key element of an act of national rec-
onciliation” in El Salvador. )

Rep. Joe Moakley, D-Mass,, who
conducted his own investigation into
the 1989 slayings of six Jesuit priests in
El Salvador as chairman of a congres-
sional task force, said U.S. military aid
shouldn’t be delivered or promised to
El Salvador as long as senior military
officials named in the Truth Commis-
sion report remain in uniform.

The United States, which at the
height of the war in the mid-1980s was
giving the Central American nation
$1.5 million a day in economic and mi-
litary aid, often played down the level
of abuses, according to the report.

During the course of El Salvador’s
12-year civil war, the United States
gave El Salvador some $6 billion in
aid.

El Salvador is slated to receive $235
million in U.S. aid during fiscal year
1993.

tiani March 14 proposed an amnesty

worst violators of human-rights
abuses, which included former rebel
- leaders and top military officials.

The U.S. Jesuit Conference in a
March 15 statement, called Cristiani’s
proposal premature “unless and until

CEMETERY
FLOWERS &
PLANTINGS

‘GRAVESITE
® Wreaths e Plantings

El Salvador President Alfredo Cris- -
for those named in the report as the -

they accept responsi

crimes.” . .
Archbishop Rivera Damas told:

in an interview in New York that for

by

giveness might properly-coine aftéfthe

committee’s recommendations aré’im=
plemented. He said if accuséd military

officials were dismissed further pun- |

ishment would be unnecessary.

The Truth Commission repo
named high-ranking Salvadoran- mili-
tz-}ty of;icefs.it said ortgered the killings
of six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper
and her daughter in 1989 and the as-
‘sassination of Archbishop Oscar A.
-Romero of San Salvadorin 1980.

It called for immediate dismissal for

. 40 military officers linked to atrocities

and for banning three prominent rebel |

leaders from holding ‘public;office for
10 years. =

The report, titled “From Madnessto

Hope: The 12-Year War in El Salva-
dor,” was released at the United Na-
tions in New York March 15, but ele-
ments of it had been leaked to the
press days earlier.

Report on atrocities gets v

the accused mmehﬂ‘?_}“d‘;a ' that:

- Hiberately
' Q.o u p§.ll'

t 5ai

5

offéred to resign.
"‘The Truth-Co

CNS. He said aU.S.
- the -alleged massacre had beett incon-
clusive. “We were not able to get into
the guerrilla-held area,” he said.

In retrospect, he said, “the stories in

cluded that the U.S-trai
armyuriit'was

sacre had taken place, -
, “‘That was due to lack of access,” the.
-State Department spokesman told
Embassy report on
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; responsible for the mas-
sacres ‘of an estimated 1,000 men,
wonien and children in El Mozote in
Cerm 1981, shooting them “de-
and systematically in -

>port. con-

| Atthe time, U.S. newspapérs report-
g d the killings, but the State Depart-
d there was no proof any mas-
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Jesuit Father  Joseph'; A. ‘O’Hare,
president ‘of ' Fordham ~Univérsity in
New York, told CNS that “the horor of

_our country was compromised”- by its
support. of Salvadoran forces and by
lack of concérn for uncovering the
truth about the crimes.

When four U.S. church women were

~ murdered in El Salvador in 1980, “the
- U.S. position was they were probably

| involved in guerrilla behavior,” said

Jesuit Father Charles Currie, who rep-

resented the U.S, Jesuit Confetence in

El Salvador during trials following the
. Jesuit slayings,

At the time of the Mozote massacre,
“the U.S. position was that it never oc-
cutred, and for six weeks after the Je-
suits were murdered by the army, the
U.S. Embassy in El Salvador and the
State Department said those responsi-
ble were quite possibly guerrillas,”
said Father Cugrie in a March 16 inter-
view. : :
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