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_Thursday, March 25, 1993

Director applauds
- City Councll vote

By l-'lob Culllvan
Staff writer: -

‘ROCHESTER — Catholic Family
Center was among several organiza-
tions supporting a gun-control ordin-
ance passed by an 8-to-1 vote by the
Rochester City Council on Tuesday
evening, March 16.

The ordinance, signed on March 18
by Mayor Thomas P. Ryan Jr., is sche-
duled to go into effect two weeks after
its adoption.

Among other measures, the ordin-
ance bans the possession of long guns
able to carry more than six cartridges
and of handguns that can carry more
than 17 cartridges.

Addlhonally the ordinance bans
possession of loaded and unloaded
firearms in public places and facilities;
mandates certain requirements for

weapons storage;
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“necessary and
will send an important sngnal of City

Council's willingness to do whatever it
can to reduce the level of violence in
our community,” Kane said.

The agency’s director noted that the
center had collected 160 signatures on
petitions calling for the ordinance’s"
passage. Kane added that the signa-
tures were collected despite the bliz-
zard that paralyzed Rochester the

weekend of March 13-14.

“I believe we would have had at
least 1,000 had the snowstm'm not in-
terrupted Sunday services,” he told
the Catholw Courier.

K_ane added that the signatures were
imarily collected by such agencies as
CFC and the House of Mercy, an ou-

. treach center operated by the Sisters of

Mercy, and by such parishes as St. Au-
ine, Our Lady of Good Counsel, St.
Monica and Blessed Sacrament.

He also noted at the City Council |

meeting that CFC believes its own of-
fices will benefit from the ordinance’s
passage.

“CFC’s interest in this isste stems
from our deep concern about the safety
and “well-being of our staff and
clients,” Kane commented. ““There
have "been gun-related incidents
(around) Francis -Center on Joseph
Avenue, and our outreach office at 218
Clifford Avenue.”

tholic Famlly Ce

" Francis Center is a year-round hous- '

ing facility for homeless men. The ou-
treach center on Clifford Avenue
houses such programs as La Lucha, a
center for substance-abuse services.
Kane explained to the Courier that
neither center was directly attacked by

a gunman, but that gun-related acti-

vity had occurred near both yenues. . )
Kane acknowledged that at leasttwo >
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agency taking a public stance in favor
of the gun-control m e. The
agency felt that it had to publicly sup-
port the bill because it beheves vio-

Kane told the volunteer.

He added that the volunteer wanted
to leave the agency because of }ts sup-
port for the bill.

“I said, ‘You're not here 'volunteer—
ing because of the agency’s
Kane recalled. “You're here use
you support the clients.” |

The vast majority of people | he has
spoken to about the agency’s« stance

-CLIFTON SPRINGS — Near@y 325
people took part in a March 7 open
house and dedication ceremony for the
House of John — a home for the ter-
minally ill — located at 14 Spring St.
The building is owned by St. Fehx Par-
ish, 12 Hibbard Ave.
~ The ecumenical project is expected
to begin caring for its first guests in
May, according to Bob Bendix Sr., pub-
licity chairman.

The number of people who attended
the open house illustratés the stipport
the program has received since its in-
ception in the fall of 1992, Bendxx told
the Catholic Courier.

“Is just amazing how peoplel have
responded,” Bendix said.

After the building was made avaﬂa-
ble, its interior was. extenswely
vated to accommodate up to tw ter-
.minally ill guests at one time, Bendix

+ sa:d 'I'he labor, - wallpaper, ca:pehng, '
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ley, a rcprmnhtlve from the Northslde Church of Christ, speak in support
of gun control.

people, including a CFC vdlunteer,
had complained to him about the

supported the gun-control measure,
Kane claimed.

“People are just fed up and tired of
the violence,” e commented.

In addition fo supporting the gun-
control bill, CEC’s petition noted that
the problem of violence could not be
solved unless {the unemployment of
inner-city youths was addressed, along
with problems of community policin,

The petition called on the city to
acknowledge “the significant dispari-
ties in family iricome, education, hous-
ing and the justice system encountered
by African- ericans, Hispanics and
poor white citi in the metropolitan

Home for termmally ill set to open

furnishings and other supphes were all
donated by are4 residents.

In addition, aipprox:mately 75 people

have been ed to serve as vol-
unteers for the house — some in direct
care roles, others in support and main-
tenance. Bendix noted that the pro-
gram will need a volunteer pool of
about 125 people when the house offi-
cially opens. .
The House of John is intended to
serve patients in Wayne, Ontario,
Seneca and Yates counties. It will pro-
vide free-of-charge an “alternative liv-
ing arrangement” for'individuals who
are expected to die within three
months and who lack financigl or fa-
mily support to receive care elsewhere.

The facility will not be a licensed
hospice. The guests’ regular physicians

1 will prowde the ‘necessary medical,

care.

~Lee Strong . .

Opponents of a gun-control ordinance make their feelings known during a March 16 public forum prlo to the Roches-
ter City Councli’s 8-1 vote in favor of the ban.
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