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Lively choreography
can’t save Swing Kids

NEW YORK (CNS) — As Hitler
tightened his stranglehold on the
German people in the 1930s, evidently
there was a small group of music-
loving youngsters nicknamed “‘swing
kids” who resisted his ideas. Swing
Kids (Hollywood) doesn’t do them any
justice.

The movie’s message is fine — ap-
plauding their courage and warning us
that passivity in the face of injustice
can be disastrous for humanity.

The manner in which their story is
dramatized, however, reeks of artificia-
lity — a hollow Hollywood version of
the horrors of the rampant ant-
Semitism in 1939 Hamburg.

Robert Sean Leonard and Christian
Bale play two music-mad best friends,
Peter and Thomas, who very reluctan-
tly join the Hitler Youth while hoping
to continue as jitterbugging swing kids
at night.

Thomas is gradually won over to the
Nazi philosophy as Peter becomes
more opposed to their Gestapo tactics.

Of course, ultimately they must face
each other as fierce enemies, in a su-
gar-coated, thoroughly unconvincing

conclusion.

Everyone in this movie seems as
phony as a four-dollar bill. The kids
don’t seem remotely German and the
situations are so patently contrived it
is pathetic. There is even an adoring
little brother (David Tom) whose sole
role is to manipulate audlence sym-
pathy.

The choreography, however, is lively
and joyous, as the rebellious swing
kids jitterbug and lindy hop to Benny
Goodman, Count Basie and other ban-

ned black and Jewish musidians of the

swing era.

Would that the rest of. the movie

exuded such passion, instead of set-
tling for shallow characterizations
under Thomas Carter's umnspued
direction.

Because of some stylized violence,
racial and ethnic slurs and an instance
of rough language, the U.S. Catholic
Conference classification is A-l —
adults and adolescents. The Motion
Picture Association of America rating
is PG-13 — parents are strongly cau-
tioned that some material may be
inappropriate for children under 13.

Frank Connor-Hollywood Pictures

As they dare to resist the political tide of t\we 1930s, a fraternity of rebellious
German youths who love all things American — especially the music of the
Big Bands — become known as swing kids. Expressing their defiance on the
dance floor, swing kids Pster (Robert Sean Leonard, left) and Evey (Tushka
Bergen) dare to challenge the government’s disapproval of their music.

Book offers disturbing account of Latin American victims

Good Friday People, by Shiela Cas-
sidy; Orbis Books (Maryknoll, N.Y,,
© 1991); 188 pages; $10.95.

By Father John J. Philipps
Guest contributor

“This is not a book for the faint-
hearted,” Sheila Cassidy begins her
Good Friday People.

And she’s right.

Cassidy vividly describes the suffer-
‘ing, anguish and injustices endured by
people she has known in her work as a
human-rights activist in Latin Amer-
ica and through her current position as
director of a hospice-care facility in
England.

Her ““Good Friday people” fall into

two categories: victims of violence and -

those who are physically ill. Beginning
with Archbishop Oscar Romero, the

writer (herself once imprisoned and
tortured in Chile for treating a woun-
ded revolutionary) describes — often
in graphic detail — the suffering of
missionaries and social activists in La-
tin America. Her familiarity with the
heroic stories of Ita Ford, Dorothy
Kazel, Maura Clarke, Jean Donovan —
who were murdered in El Salvador in
1980 — reads like a 20th-century mar-
tyrology.

“Good Friday people” she also dis-
covers in those who, for whatever
reason, find themselves called to
powerlessness and suffering: the He-
brew anawim, the little people, the
marginated, disenfranchised ones.

Poverty, as Cassidy understands it,
does not simply mean deprivation of
material things, but it encompasses a
multitude of losses. Bereavement,

physical and mental handicap, illness,
depression and plain ordinary loneli-
ness and misery constitute Cassidy’s
poverty. She tells with warmth and
tenderness of an Irish priest with mul-
tiple sclerosis, a little boy with a brain
tumor, and 'a young woman with
AIDS, seeing in each of them a reflec-
tion of Jesus’ cross.

This reviewer might have asked for
a narrower criterion for identifying a
suffering human being as a “Good
Friday person.” It seems there ought
to be at least an implicit relationship of
one’s suffering to the redeeming pas-
sion of Jesus. Simply a similarity to the
suffering of Jesus is not enough. For
that reason I was puzzled by her iden-
tifying as a “Good Friday person’ an
agnostic Chilean rock star, who was
tortured and executed for “‘subver-

sive” activities against the govern-
ment. However noble his cause might
have been, or how bravely he might
have endured his injustice, this choice
was ambiguous.

Whatever clarity the book may lack
in the definition of Christian fartyr-
dom, it will certainly give the reader a
better understanding of Good Friday’s
meaning and how Jesus’ suffering con-
tinues in many people today.

“It is a book for Lent,” she writes,

“and as such demands that the reader,
like Thomas, put his or her hand into
the side of the crucified Christ.”

She’s right.

Father Philipps is pastor of St

Bridget/St. Joseph Church in East Bloom-
field.
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DISCOVER

Good Friday People
is available at Logos Bookstores for $10.95. Stop in to one of our two convenient loca-
tions to pick up your copy, or mail this coupon to:
W=
=

-

All books reviewed in the Catholic Courier’s weekly book review column
are available at Logos Book Stores.

At Logos, we bring you the best in Catholic Reading. If you’re not completely satisfied,
return the book with the original sales receipt within 30 days and you’ll receive a
complete refund. That’s our MONEYBACK GUARANTEE, and it’s that simple.

(Guarantee applies to books purchased up to 6 months from date of review.)

LOGOS BOOKSTORE
’ THE STREET OF SHOPPES
1600 RIDGE ROAD WEST ll
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14615 L[S
Please send me my copy of Good Friday People Enclosed is $
(each Book $10.95 + 8% sales tax). Number of Copies ordered
Please include $1.65 (first book) postage & handling, 75¢ each additional book. Make check or
money order payable to Logos Bookstore, or include your VISA or MasterCard # on order blank.
(Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery) )
VISA AND MASTERCARD ORDERS ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR MAIL

ISIOSl O CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: gy o e)

\ OUT-OF TOWN CUSTOMERS,
THE STREET OF SHOPPES CALL: PENN-FAIR PLAZA
1600 Ridge Road West 2200 Penfield Road

e a8 1-800-755-6467 piglgfi
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