Debate r agés in Britain about h

Hundreds mourn
murdered child

LIVERPOOL, England (CNS) — As
murdered 2-year-old James Bulger was
buried in an emotional Catholic funer-
al that drew hundreds of weeping
mourners, debate raged about how to
tackle the problems highlighted by the
case.

The tiny body of the Liverpool child
whose murder shocked and sickened
the country was laid to rest in his
home city amid scenes of mass mourn-
ing, but some saw a ray of hope in the
strong reaction to his death.

Father Michael O’Connell, who cele-
brated the Mass of Christian Burial at
Sacred Heart Catholic Church March 1,
said the widespread feelings of revul-
sion at the murder, prompting calls for
social change, gave some meaning to
what appeared a senseless act.

““The death of an innocent little child
is causing us to do something about it,
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to make life better,” said Father
O’Connell. “His death was not in vain
... something in Ia;nes Patrick touched
the whole world.

“A single searing moment has
shocked the nation,” said Britain's
chief rabbi, Johnathan Sachs, after the
funeral. “If we can capitalize on this
moment and create some initiative,
then this moment will not be wasted.

" The boy’s badly battered body was
found in mid-February after he was
separated from his mother in a shop-
ping mall and led away by two youths.

The murder, for which two 10-year-
old boys have been arrested, stunned
Britain into a new awareness of violent
crime and has become a symbol of the
dangers of social decay in communi-
ties blighted by recession.

The parents, Denise, 25, and Ralph,
26, chose one of their son’s favorite
songs, “Heal the World” by Michael
Jackson, to reinforce a message of
hope. Also played was “‘Tears in
Heaven,” a song written by rock star
Eric Clapton about the accidental
death of his own son.
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Two-year-old James Bulger was
buried In Liverpool, England, March
1. Hundreds of mourners, including
police officers who hunted his
killers, sald goodbye to the boy,
who was found dead two days after
wandering away from his mother in
a shopping center on Feb. 12.

piled hxgh thh wreaths, some in the
shapes of toys and teddy bears. .
The child’s death ha

courtesy to the world.

Caydinal George Basil
Westminster, England, ca le
government to order a royal commis-

why it happens,” he said jn a British
television interview.

Prime Minister }ohn Major, promis-
8ng a moral crusade in-the wake of the
killing, said society shouldt
ing excuses for crime and condemn it
more.

Archbishop George C of Can-
terbury, Britain’s Anglican leader, said
he believed the horror of the child’s
death raised questions about the moral
malaise of the nation and ‘Faid, “We

must change this culture of violence.”
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Little Conchita lives in a small village in the
mountains of Guatemala. Her house is made
of cornstalks, with a tin roof and dirt floor. Her -

father struggles to support the family as a day
laborer. Your concern can make the differ-
ence in the lives of children like Conchita.
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Catholic Child Sponsorship
| For Just $10 a Month

Your opportumty to help one very poor child is much
too important to miss. And Christian Foundation for
Children and Aging is the only Catholic child spon-
sorship program working in the twenty desperately
poor countries we serve.

For as little as $10 monthly, you can help a poor child
at a Catholic mission site receive nourishing food, medi-
cal care, the chance to go to school and hope for a
brighter future. You can literally change a life.

Through CFCA you can sponsor a child with the
amount you can afford. Ordinarily it takes $20 per month
to provide one of our children with the life changing
benefits of sponsorship. But if this is not possible for
you, we invite you to clo what you can. CFCA will see
to it from other donations and the tireless efforts of our
missionaries that your special child receives the
same benefits as other sponsored children.

And you can be assured your donations are being

. maghnified and are having their greatest impact because
our programs are directed by dedicated Catholic mis-
sionaries with a long standing commitment to the people

You will receive a new pigture of your child each year,
information about your child’s family and country, letters
from your child and the CFCA quarterly newsletter.

Please take this opportunity to make a difference in
the life of one poor child. Become a sponsor today!
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Christian Foundation for Children and Ag mgN (CFCA)

clo CATHOLIC COURIER/1150 Buffalo Road/Rochester,
Make checks payable to: Christian Foundation for Childsen and Aging (CFCA)
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“The Heart of the City"”

A powerful week-long
urban retreat

A time of
e challenge

¢ change
Sponsor:
Corpus Christi Church

Call Jim Ramerman at
2686-7210.
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St. Patrick’s Day

drish
Jmport Shop

3821 West Rxdge Road
Coiner. of Elmgrove Road

225:1050

open 7 days a week
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