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Group: Church harassed
some victims of pedophilia

ST. LOUIS (CNS) — A group of vic-
tims of child sexual abuse by priests
has asked the U.S. Catholic bishops to
stop the harassment of victims that it
says has occurred in at least five dio-
ceses.

The Survivors Network of Those
Abused by Priests (SNAP) held a press
conference in St. Louis during the Feb.
22-23 meeting of a subcommittee of the
U.S. bishops” Priestly Life and Ministry
Committee. The subcommittee is
drawing up recommendations on child
sex abuse by priests.

Auxiliary Bishop Edward J.
O'Donnell of St. Louis told the St. Louis
Review, archdiocesan newspaper, that
the church and victims of child sex
abuse by priests are not antagonists
but are committed to the same goal of
dealing with such abuse.

’As a bishop, I have no quarrel with
SNAP,” Bishop O’Donnell said. “I
think we are both trying to achieve the
same end. We might sometimes have
to look at each other’s techniques.”

The survivors’ network is asking
bishops nationwide to sign a pledge
not to harass anyone who accuses a
priest of abuse. Bishop O’'Donnell said
he knew of no one in his archdiocese

who had ever taken any action against
an accuser, but said he “can’t speak for
other archdioceses.”

The pledge that the group hopes
many U.S. bishops will sign states: “I
hereby pledge to notupublicly attack-
victims and alleged victims of sexual
abuse by priests. Specifically, I promise
I will not:

e “Countersue victims. -

e ‘““Release victims’ names without
their consent.

e “Release personal information
about victims.

o “Take legal action against par-
ents of victims.”

At the St. Louis press conference,
representatives of the survivors’ net-
work released details on cases in five
US. dioceses in which they said
bishops had taken action against vic-
tims or alleged victims of child sexual
abuse by priests.

The group said the Chicago arch-
diocese countersued two families for
slander, defamation and invasion of
privacy after they accused Father
Robert Lutz, pastor of St. Norbert Par-
ish in Northbrook, IIL, of molesting a
child in each of the families.
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