“Typical’ da ys offer much vanety

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

Often enough people ask me to tell them what a
typical day in my life is like. I welcome the question
because it springs from a kind curiosity. But I always
- have difficulty answering it because my days are so
varied that it’s difficult to speak about one day that
gives a good sense of all the rest.

Today was a good example. As I do most
evertings when the day’s activities are over, | have
been remembering the things I did and the people I
met. These moments are not an effort to remember _
every single detail of the day. Rather, they provide an
opportunity to review, in a peaceful fashion, the sig-
nificant moments of the preceding hours and to
dwell on their deeper meaning,. I find that this exer-
cise helps me to make connections with people, to
relate the events of my life in something of a pattern,
and to get below the surface of life’s experiences to
be in touch with their deeper meaning.

Here is a sense of what I have been thinking about
as ] reviewed today’s activities.

6:30 a.m.: Mass with the Sisters of St. Joseph at
Nazareth Academy Convent. I filled in today for
Paul Tomasso, who went to Boston with Father
Chuck Latus for the funeral of Sister Karen Dietz’s
father. It's good to be able to do some small favor for
a person who daily does so much for me.

And it was wonderful to celebrate with the sisters.
After Mass over a cup of coffee, they spoke with
great happiness about some community discussions
in which they’ve been engaged. All were mature,
well-experienced women. All were enthusiastic
about growing into tomorrow.

8 a.m.: Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse. This
meeting was with Sister Rosemary St. Peter, presi-
dent of the Sisters of St. Joseph; Sister Ann Miller,
president of the Sisters of Mercy; and the sisters who
serve as their councilors. They’re all friends, and we
gathered as friends. There was no formal agenda,
although our conversation covered a range of com-
mon interests — the shaping of ministry for the
church of the future, the challenge and consolation of
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leadership, the strength and goodness of our people,
the vitality of our local church.

None of us knows the exact shape our lives will °
take in the future, but I have great confidence that —
whatever that shape may be — our sisters will play a
major part in it. As we come close to the 125th
anniversary of the foundation of our diocese, it's
hard to imagine what we’d be like today without our
sisters living and serving among us.

10:30 a.m.: Good Shepherd-Guardian Angels
School. If you want to have some fun — and learn a
lot — visit a group of third graders and read a story
for them. That's what I did today. Before and after
the Easter story I read for them, we had many ques-
tions and answers — and it went both ways. I am
always curious about what the kids are studying;
what excites them; what they like most about school.
They want to know how I became a bishop, what I'd
like to do if 1 weren't a bishop, what I do all day:

After the longer session with the third graders I
was able to make brief visits to the other classes. The
little ones are so beautiful: “ Are you my teacher’s
grandfather?” “No! But I could be.”
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shortly before 1 p.m. for a conversation with |

Kot Ambweeky IIi, reigning king of the Kubajpeople
of central Zaire. I had met the'king the day before at
a reception in his honor and was happy t6 honor his

request today. We spoke about the health con of ‘

his people and explored possibilities of helping them
1:30 p.m.:
Jerry Appleby, pastor, kindly hosted one ina series
of planning meetings with our priests. I meet éften
with our priests for one purpose or another, bt
no meetings more rewarding than those in which we
look to the future That may be becau:
their great love for the church becomes more evident
than ever. We all have our preferences, partlcular
tastes and dislikes, but when we gather for such pur-
poses our priests are quite ready to look beyo: :d

7:30 p.m.: Sacred Heart Cathedral. Tonight we had
the second of the four Rites of Election we'll cele-
brate this week. Men and women, boys and gi:
who are preparing to become members of our
church at the Easter Vigil come to be “elected”|
bishop and to begin the final phase of their
tion for Easter.

Fewer experiences in the year are as joyful and
life-giving as the rites. Therelsalughlevelof axcite-
ment, enthusiasm, a wonderful sense of belonging to
a larger comm tyandagreatlevel of caring.

Twenty three were represented tonight. I
think 37 will be mepmsented tomorrow. Those who
were at Watkins Glen on Sunday and who wﬂl be at
Geneva's St. Frances de Salés on Wednesday wi
probably bring the total to nearly 100. ‘

It would be hard to describe the joy and st:ength
the people at these gatherings bring to me. The
signs of hope and a gift to us all. ‘

1¥'s a lot to think about. Much to absorb. Butjit all .
makes me excited about tomorrow.

Peace to all.
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“CATECHISM of the CATHOLIC CHURCH”’

PRESENTING THE OFFICIAL TEACHINGS ALL CATHOLIC
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD BELIEVE IN.

Order now for March delivery: $1995

705-707 North State Street
Syracuse, NY 13203-1792
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l“Jesus is calling...”

you ... to peace,
prayer, holiness

GREAT NEW PRAYER BOOK
aa;as Call - The 4 Keys To Heaven ... $1.50
80 sy To Read
Size - 3'/2 ' X 5 Small enough to carry in
your purse or pocket
Exclusive Collection of Popular and
Jraditional Prayers
Powerful Prayers and Heavenly Promises To  St. Michael
Jesus. Mary and Numerous Saints « Ten Years of
Popular Poems and editation Holy Spirit Qur
Promises of the Rosary and Scapular
Prayers of St. Gemude for the Release of
1,000 Poor Souls Each Time Said
Prayer to St. Brid
Great for Prayer Groups
A Perfect Gift for Young and Old Alike
Covers In Full 00lor
CASSETTES
Prayer-Maditations #3 New-
usical Background
Stations of the Cross-New Style

Peita Blue Book
| Am. Your Jesus of Mercy
Vol 1__ Vol 2__ Vol 3__ each
Aoocalywes. . The'Book of Gur Times - 84
8@ - ur Times
Woman of Man e $4

reatest Friend .
Wonder of Guadalupe

The Final Hour

Power of the Rosary

EASY TO READ BIBLES
New Testament -

English__ Spanish__
Old & New Testament -
English__ Spanish__

BRILLIANT COLOR CARDS

1-800-422-8197

We are plmsed to be able to offer
you the opportunity to own the 1993
limited edition figurine “An Event For
All Seasons”

As of 10:00 AM Saturday, March 6, while
limited quantites last; you can purchase the
figurine pictured here for just $30.00 with any
other Precious Moments purchase.

Other Special Event Features:

¢ Receive Free the Precious Moments 15th
Anniversary cloisonne pin with your PM
purchase of $30.00 or more.
e Meet and Hear Precious Moments )
Events Director, Sandra Huskey. Learn the latest news. Get your
questions answered by an authority. “Theatre Style” presentations
will be at 9:30AM and 11:00AM.

* Register to win the Precious Moments “Girls with Teapot™ night
light and additional items to be announced at the event.
« Extra Special Chance to win a Signed and Numbered Limited
Edition Framed ‘Chapel Mural”’ Print Signed by Sam
Butcher. Chance tickets are $2.00 each. Winner will be
announced Monday, March 8. Proceeds benefit the Rochester area
Easter Seals; Society. Details and tickets are available at Lock,
Stock & Barrel Gifts, Bastview Mall. No purchase necessary.
* Take Home the “Loving, Caring, Sharing Along The Way” p
Coliector’s Club membership kit for just $25.00. The kit includes a
figurine valued at $35.00. Renewal kits at $22.50 are available too.

“You’re invited...to a very special -
PRECIOUS MOMENTS Event!!!

WHEN: Saturday, March 6th
WHERE: Eastview Mall smﬂf
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$3
Rosary - 15 Decades - 6 Songs - Litany . §3 peer OEM ON BACK
Rosary - 5 Sorrowful Mysteries - Songs .. $3 esus at Prayer 2z 00/58
Rosary - 5 Glorious Mysteries -Songsg. Jesus at Prayer 312 X 5% 100/$9

Rol;taar;‘y Spanish - 15 Decades - 5 §§E Egz E’/):(( %(13% o DISTINGUISHED Precious
St *Bricoe Songs 17trpar§r¥§ngla;dt:yeze§n°;&?|p;?£s& LSEWICIE;;JF’“LE‘\ : M':lmf:l:l:lm
100 ot L e LOCK STOCK¢$BARREL GIFTS
Pray the Rosary daily — Watch it turn your life around. @ Eostview Mall Store « 223-2720

Write for complete list of cassettes - books - wall plaques - prayer cards.

Mary's Call is a tax exempt corporation. Any additional donation you wish to
make will help spread the devotion to our Blessed Mother around the world.

Over 500,000 sold in U.S. and 39 foreign countries.
Mary's Call P.O. Box 162, Salisbury, MO 65281 (816) 388-5308

Before you run .
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open 24-hours a day, seven a wec) anyw] in .S. Y
1-800-999-9999 L

The street is no solution. Old problems get worse, and new ones are created. =R
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