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Little suspense found in violent remake 
By Gerri Pare 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK — For those who saw 
Dutch director George Sluizer's thriller 
The Vanishing, a French-Belgian film 
released in the United States in 1991, 
his same-titled '93 American remake 
from 20th Century Fox is a sorry stoop 
to crass commercialism. 

The original featured a memorably 
eerie opening in which a young 
woman mysteriously vanishes. Three 
years later her husband is still con­
sumed with finding out her fate. Only 
then does the audience meet her ab­
ductor, who is all the more creepy 
simply because he appears such an 
average Joe. 

That film's slowly developed emo­
tional complexity and morbid ending 
was "deemed unacceptable to American 
tastes. 

20th Century Fox hired the same di­
rector, but this time the action (read 
violence) gets pumped up and the 
methodical maniac is immediately 
revealed, so what vanishes here is the 
suspense. 

All that is left is a pedestrian thriller 
of flat characters — even the good 
guys are largely unsympathetic — and 
the typical horror movie cliches tossed 
in at the, climax. 

Kiefer Sutherland blandly plays the 
obsessed lover, Sandra Bullock, the 
too-trusting kidnap victim who smiles 
better than she acts, and Nancy Travis, 

the fierce new girlfriend out to outs­
mart murderous Jeff Bridges, who 
plays his role with quirky menace and 
a peculiar, vaguely European accent. 

For those who come fresh to this 
remade Vanishing, there may be some 
suspense — unless they have seen the 
trailer and TV promos, which casually 
reveal the one shock in the plot. 

All around, the Hollywood version 
of The Vanishing deserves to be buried 
in the shadow of its superior predeces­
sor. 

Due to brief but intense climatic vio­
lence, a live-in relationship and mini­
mal rough language, the USCC classi­
fication is A-in — adults. The MPAA 
rating is R — restricted. 

Ralph Nelson-20th Century Fox 
Kiefer Sutherland is Jeff Harriman in 
The Vanishing, a thriller about a 
man who becomes obsessed with 
learning his girlfriend's fate after 
she mysteriously disappears. 

Author stresses that God's face can be encountered in everyday life 
Seek Treasures in Small Fields, „by 

Joan Puis; Twenty-Third Publications 
(Mystic, Conn., 1993); 149 pages; 
$12.95. 

By Bishop Dennis W. Hickey 

A prominent local priest recently 
completed an eight-day retreat outside 
this diocese. He was so enchanted by 
the experience that he confided to the 
director his desire to stay on a while 
longer at the monastery. Although his 
wish was not denied, the director 
wisely remarked, "I am sure you will 
find God back in Rochester." 

In Seek Treasures in Small Fields, Sister 
Joan Puis delineates the many ways 
God can be encountered in daily life. 
She would applaud the advice given to 
the retreat participant as she writes: 
"Any retreat director worth his or her 
salt will tell us it is back where we 
came from." 

"^Sister Puls^-book brings to mind and 
in a way fleshes out thoughts expres­
sed in Mcmsignor William H. Shan­
non's Silence on Fire. 

Seek Treasures is composed of 12 
brief chapters, each headed by an in­

triguing verse from Scripture. The 
chapter, "Teach Us to Number Our 
Days Aright," is preceded by words 
from Psalm 90: "Seventy is the sum of 
our years, or eighty, if we are strong." 

The author challenges the reader to 
use the God-given gift of time wisely. 
Despite our frenzied efforts in trying 
to use every moment carefully, Sister 
Puis insists that waiting, too, can be 
profitable. 

"Only rarely do we perceive the 
value of waiting, its potential for tam­
ing us and slowing us down, its ability 
to shift our perspective from doing to 
receiving, from self-sufficiency to crea-
turehood, from dominance to vulnera­
bility," she writes: this is reminiscent 
of John Milton's: "They also serve who 
only stand and wait." 

The chapter ends with the pithy sel 
tence: "Each moment, if we are open to 
it, is the time of God's visitation." 

Sister Puis emphasizes the need for 
community in the modern world. 
"Human beings by nature need one 
another in order to discover the limits 
and grandeur of their own person-
hood," she writes. But she does not al­
low only for the pleasing parts of 

community life. It's all or nothing. 
"One is in or out. There are no fence 

positions. You can't belong up to a, 
point. That is not to belong," she 
writes. It is not clear if the author ap­
proves of the smaller satellite com­
munities now so common among reli­
gious. What effect do these have on the 
large entity? Sister Puis' observations 
would be interesting. 

I found the chapter, "A Charcoal 
Fire, Fish and Bread," fascinating. 
Sharing and eating together is depicted 
as an integral part in building and sus­
taining a common bond. Sister Puis 
makes a fine case for every family 
member being present for one meal 
each day. 

As she puts it: "Even a cursory read­
ing of the gospel highlights the impor­
tance of meals in the community life of 
Jehus' disciples. The experience of 
snaring food was profoundly connec­
ted with the gift of hospitality and a 
recognition of God's presence among 
them* 

Family members are becoming 
strangers to each other. A common 
meal provides the setting for becoming 
reacquainted. Recall how often Jesus 

dined with friend and foe. Barriers 
often fell as a result. 

I am grieved by the author's nega­
tive — bordering on vituperative — 
remarks about women religious con­
gregations before Vatican EL Many felt 
they were not addressing contempor­
ary needs but at the same time they 
were the first people in the church to 
affect real aggiornamento. After prayer­
ful discernment the good of the past 
was retained and others were phased 
out. It was done in a charitable, spirit-
filled way. 

Sister Puis does a disservice to all 
women religious who brought their 
congregations into the new world. The 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester have 
expressed it beautifully in the theme 
for this year's St. Joseph's Day celebra­
tion, "Linking Our Tradition with the 
New." 

Aside from what appears to this re­
viewer as being too abrasive and 
patronizing on something which is not 
germane to the author's theme, Seek 
Treasures in Small Fields will be helpful 
to anyone seeking the face of God in 
everyday life. 

* * * * MOVIE*TRIVIA * * * * 
WIN ONE YEAR OF 
RENTALS FROM 

Question: What former James Bond starred in John McTiernan's 
Medicine Man? 

Answer:. 

N a m e 

Address. 

JState. Z i p . City 
Last month's winner: Barb Masiulis of Rochester correctly 
identified Phil Collins as the musician who had a cameo role in 
Hook. 

RULES: ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MIDNIGHT, MARCH 12. Random drawing of correct entries to be 
held MARCH 15 by Catholic Courier Representatives. Entries must be returned by mail to: Catholic Courier, Movie Trivia, 
1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, NY 14624-1899. Winner will be notified by mail. Prize is one year of Wegmans Video 
Rentals, membership is free and is required. Prize is not exchangeable for cash or other merchandise. 

rWEGMANS HOME VIDEO COUPON | 

2 FOR 1 MOVIE RENTAL 
Rent any movie at regular price and receive 
2nd movie of equal or lesser value tree. 
(Proper I.D. required for membership.) 
Coupon not valid with any other specials. 
Limit 1 per transaction. 
Coupon valid on one day 
rentals. Valid only in stores 
with video depts. 
Coupon Value... up to 2.00 
Limit 1 thru 3/31/93. L_ SiF 3661 _l 

GUARANTEED 
BOOK OF THE WEEK! 

All books reviewed in the Catholic Courier's weekly book review column 
are available at Logos Book Stores. 

At Logos, we bring you the best in Catholic Reading. If you're not completely satisfied, 
return the book with the original sales receipt within 30 days and you'll receive a 
complete refund. Hut's our MONEYBACK GUARANTEE, and it's that simple. 

(Guarantee applies to books purchased up to 6 months from date of review.) 

VISA AND MASTERCARD ORDERS ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR MAIL 

G R E E C E 
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 

OUT-OF TOWN CUSTOMERS, 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES CALL: 

t600 Ridge Road West 
(716) 663-5085 

(Greece Store Only) 

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 5 5 - 6 4 6 7 

P E N F I E L D 
PENN-FAIR PLAZA 
2200 Penfield Road 

(716) 377-4480 

SEEK TREASURES IN SMALL FIELDS 
is available at Logos Bookstores for $12.95. Stop in to one of our two convenient loca­
tions to pick up your copy, or mail this coupon to: 

LOGOS BOOKSTORE 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES 
1600 RIDGE ROAD WEST 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14615 

Please send me my copy of SEEK TREASURES DV 5MALL FIELDS Enclosed is $ . 
(each Book $12.95 + lxh% sales tax). Number of Copies ordered. 
Please include $1.65 (first book) postage & handling, 75c each additional book. Make check or 
money order payable to Logos Bookstore, or include your VISA or MasterCard # on order blank. 
(Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery) 

Name 

Address 

City JState Zip 

(Check One)?VISA _ MasterCard _ Card # . . exp. date. 

Thursday, February 2 5 , 1 9 9 3 15 


