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~ probably a quarter-million Catholic.

 human rights organization Amnesty
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Fostering future

The Sisters of St.
Joseph, Sisters of Mercy
. and Nazareth College are
collaborating to provide
education ' for Tanzania’s
women. Page 7.
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ope John Paul II's recent one-day visit to Khartoum, capital of
Sudan, highlighted what observers say amounts to a modern-
day persecution and possible genocide of Catholics, Protestants
and non-Muslims.

In a Feb. 10 address to Sudan’s president, General Omar Al Bashir,
the pope likened the current civil strife in Sudan to the murderous war-
fare in the Balkans, Cambodia and Liberia.

“’Freedom of conscience and freedom to seek the truth and to act ac-
cording to one’s personal beliefs are so fundamentally human that any
effort to restrict them almost inevitably leads to bitter conflict,” the pon-
tiff asserted. ' ,

Bitter conflict has racked Sudan since the early 1980s. A civil war pits
the Arab-Muslim population of the North against southerners who are
primarily Christians and followers of traditional African religions.
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Freedom of conscience and freedom to

seek the truth and to act according to one’s
personal beliefs are so fundamentally hu-
man that any effort to restrict them almost
inevitably leads to Bitter conflict. ¥

About 55 percent of Sudan’s popula-
tion of more than 25 million is Muslim.
The rest adhere to traditional religions,
and among that group, between four
and 10 percent are Christians, with

.,

.

Sudan’s government has its power

base among northern Arab Muslims, Py s
and critics say the government is at- ARG monxgi i
tempting to impose Islamic law and thost ;

the Arabic language on non-Muslims.
The government’s critics include the

International, which claims that the
government declared a jihad, or holy
war, last year against the Sudan Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army made up of
three divided groups united only in
their opposition to the government.

The casualties of that holy war al-
legedly include hundreds of “non-
Muslim civilians who once lived in the
Nuba mountains of southeastern Su-
dan. Hundreds have been killed, while
thousands have been displaced by the
war.

“Since 1987, the SPLA has actively
recruited among the Nuba, who re-
gard themselves as an African people

Continued on page 18
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