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Letters Policy

The Catholic Courier wishes to
provide space for readers
throughout the diocese to ex-
press opinions on all sides of the
issues. We welcome all signed,
original letters about current is-
sues affecting church life.

Although we cannot publish
every letter we receive, we seek,
insofar as possible, to provide a
balanced representation of ex-
pressed opinions and a variety
of reflections on life in the
church. We will choose letters
for publication based on likely
reader interest, timeliness and a
sense of fair play. Our discern-
ing readers may determine
whether to agree or disagree
with the opinions of the letter
writers.

We reserve the right to edit all
letters. Mail them to: Catholic
Courier, 1150 Buffalo Road,
Rochester, New York 14624.
Please include your full name as
well as telephone number and
complete address for verifica-

tion purposes.
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Gays in military means
worries for soldlers

Tothe ed:tors

The front page article, “Gays in the
Military” (Catholu: Courier, Jan. 21) asked
with its subtitle “Is ban necessary or
rooted in fear?”

I believe that question can best be
answered by stating the basic function
of the military is to ensure the nation’s
survival.

By lifting the military ban on homo-

~ sexuals, the other people in the military

will have an additional worry.

Not only will they have to fight
enemy soldiers, they will also have to
endure lustful glances — and worse —
from gay soldiers.

As a Catholic I feel that removal of the
ban will in effect say that homosexual
acts are not really sinful.

This kind of thinking not only jeopar-
dizes the eternal salvation of the homag-
sexual orientated but also the survival of
our nation.

How many servicemen and women
will be deferred from seeking a military
career if the ban is lifted?

In addition, it is well known that sex-
ually active homosexuals are far more
promiscuous than sexually active het-

To the editors:

I have to disagree with the Leadership
Teams of the Sisters of Mercy and the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester in their
joint letter-to-the editor supporting Bish-
op Clark’s decision to remain with Unit-
ed Way (Catholic Courier, Jan. 14: “Sisters
praise bishop for remaining with the
United Way”).

As part of their argument, the Sisters
point out that Jesus associated with
“those whose lifestyle and values dif-

Jﬁplnlon

erosexuals.

Conse-
quently
the
homo-
sexu-
als are
at a high-
er risk for
contracting sex-
ual diseases such
as AIDS .

When Magic Johnson
retired the second time
from professional bas-
ketball the reason he
gave was that his team-
mates were worried
about contracting his
HIV virus ( believed to
cause AIDS).

Service men and '
women living in closer
roximity than even
those in sports activities
ould not have that
orry.

Robert Bart
Ithaca

fered from his.”

I'm curious to know if any of these
Sisters are members of the pro-life
group Operation Rescue — even though
they might they disagree with the orga-
nization’s tactics — in order to “give
witness by their presence.” I sincerely
doubt it; and, if not, is it because they
don’t want to be associated with “the
wrong kind of people,” or because they
don’t want to give credence to the tac-
tics?

Affiliates of parish recognize bishop
for his leadership regardlng women

To the editors:

We are a
community of
women and
men who at one
time minis-
tered, wor-
shipped and
served in the
Roman Catholic
Parish of St.
Monica's in Rochester, N.Y.

We wanted to publicly recognize our
Bishop, Matthew Clark, for his courage,
sensitivity and commitment to the
issues surrounding the role of women
within our tradition. We fully recognize
the effort, energy and time he put into
the draft of the pastoral on women as a
member of the original committee. We
commend his decision to vote against a
weakened and sadly changed docu-
ment.

His honesty, his willingness to be
open to the movement of God’s Spirit
and his ability to listen to sincere and
divergent points of view surrounding
this issue of justice and inclusiveness,
are a model for all of us within our tra-
dition.

We offer these words of prayerful
support to him as he continues to
respond to the challenges of this issue
and the action of God’s Spirit in his life.

This letter was signed by (in alpha-
betical order): Eugene Clifford; Joyce
Clifford; Dennis Conheady; Sharon
Conheady; Margo A. Connelly;
Michael Connelly; Gerard Farrell;
Jacqueline M. Farrell; Mary R. Knapp;
Richard Knapp; Christopher Langton;
Kathy Langton; Anne Malloy, RSM;
Barbara Moore, RSM; Father Ron
Stacy; Barbara S. Trudeau; John S.
Trudeau; Sheila Walsh, SSJ; and Father
Edward Zimmer

Enjoys paper, finds letters to editor disturbing

To the editors:

I enjoy reading the Catholic Courier.
The messages from our Bishop Matthew
Clark are always uplifting and filled
with a loving spirit. Your articles are
informative and columnists interesting,

Then I get to the letters to the editor
and I am shocked. The vitriolic feelings
that people express in these letters is

unbelievable. I find them offensive —
especially Jan. 28.

I also found it difficult to believe one
priest could compare another priest to
Rush Limbaugh favorably Jan. 28.

I hope I am not alone in feeling this
way.

' - EvelynLutz
Genesee Street, Mt. Morris

Bishop should take a stand on Umt

!

d Way

It is one thing) to say we must be pre-
pared to associa e, informally, with peo-
ple whose behavior we reject — as Jesus
associated with tax collectors in His day.
It is quite another to say that Jesus
would have served on the board of
some Tax Collegtor’s Association, part
of whose activities unjustly oppressed
the poor. ...

... We do well to remember that St.
Thomas More was perfectly willing to
continue his friendship with King
Henry — “My house is at your dispos-
al” — even after Henry severed the
Church of England's ties with Rome.
But, More chose {o resign as Chancellor

of England — and ultimately paid with
his life — rather appear to sanction
Henry's illicit marriage to Anne Boleyn

by giving public|witness attending the
wedding. '

By all means Hishop Clark ought to
maintain his friendships, informally,
with all those with whom he now asso-
diates on the board of United Way. But,
he should not givg even the appearance
of lending respectability to an organiza-
tion, Planned Pargnthood, whose baby-
killing activities are every bit as mon-
strous as anything the Nazis did. Nor
should he lend respectability to United
Way, so long as it continues to fund a
Planned Parenthood determined to
bring one of its abortion factories to
Rochester: - )

He ought to anhounce, publidly, that,
in good faith, he can no longer serve on
the board of United Way until it decides

" to yield on so impprtant an issue. Then,

he should announce that ‘anyone
opposed to abortion ought, for the time
being, direct any'l contributions they
would have sentito the United Way,
instead, to the T}}anksngmg Appeal
Fund. Let that fund henceforth make up
for any deficiencies among those agen-
cies affected by thelloss to United Way.

If Bishop Clark won't take a, perhaps
heroic, stand in fax}’or of the most inno-
cent and defenselpss among us all —
unborn babies — for whom will he be a
hero?

Michael L. DeLorme

Park Aver ue, Rochester

EDITORS’ NOTE: This letter. has been
edited to comply.with\space imitations.
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