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‘Meetings to start
Sunday, Feb. 28

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

For those in search of a fresh ap-
proach to Lent, the diocesan Synod’s
second portion couldn’t be arriving at
a better time,

The final three synod themes will be
explored at parishes throughout the
diocese beginning next Sunday, Feb.
28. Discussions will be conducted dur-
ing a three-week period.

Father Joseph A. Hart, diocesan
synod director, noted that it's no coin-
cidence for these parish/community
synods to be starting on the first Sun-
day of Lent.

“We had timed it in such a way.
Right from the beginning, that was our
thought,” said Father Hart, who ex-
plained that the influence of Lent can
serve as a motivating factor for synod
participation.

““What I (as a parishioner) am being
asked to do is sacrifice three nights or
three afternoons. So I'm giving myself

to the church in a way that’s a very fit-

ting Lenten project,” the priest said.

Father . .Hart acknowledged that
some parishioners may need just this
type of motivation, due to the many
difficult church issues covered by
Synod discussions.

“It is intense; it really is. There are
no light and easy questions,” he re-
marked. “A parish’s emotional energy
gets drained. We thought (the Lenten
angle) would help overcome the iner-
tia.”

Upcoming synod sessions will last
from two to three hours. The top three.
recommendations from each parish
meeting will be forwarded to the dio-
cesan synod. office, and then be re-
examined during the second Regional
Synod scheduled for May 22 at 11 dio-
cesan locations. The General Synod is
scheduled for Oct. 1-3 with voting and
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final proclamations taking place at the
Rochester Riverside Convention
Center. ,

As was the case with the synod’s
first segment, conducted in the fall of
1992, three themes will be examined in
depth during upcoming sessions.

The first week will focus on youth,
young adults, the elderly and those
who care for them. The second theme

will explore problems regarding
evangelization as well as faith de-
velopment in such areas as religious
education, sacramental preparation
and Catholic schools. In the third
week, diocesan Catholics will address
justice issues surrounding racism, sex-
ism, poverty, unemployment,
homelessness and health care.

Using the final theme as an example,
Father Hart pointed out that plotting a
better way of life for the disadvan-
taged can, in many respects, be just as
important as the hands-on care that
these people receive.

“It's as if I'd spent the afternoon
with the poor myself, if I can focus my
energies on them (at synod meetings),”
said the diocesan director.

The various fall synod convocations
were attended by approximately
30,000 people. Although he said it’s too
early to predict attendance this spring,
Father Hart said he hopes for about the
same number for the impending seg-
ment.

Two priests mark anniversaries

Two priests, both of whom have
strong ties to Catholic schools in the
Rochester diocese, recently celebrated
their anniversaries of ordination.

Father James. P. Malone, SJ, obser-
ved his 60th anniversary as a Jesuit on
Dec. 22, 1992. He served as a guidance
c elor at McQuaid Jesuit High
School, 1800 Clinton Ave. S., from
1955-90. He remains in residence at
McQuaid, where he continues to per-
form spiritual direction for students.

Father Malone was born in Buffalo
and attended Canisius High School.
He entered the Jesuit novitiate in 1932
and was ordained in 1945. Prior to his
arrival at McQuaid, . Father Malone
taught at Canisius High as well as St.
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, N.J.

Another anniversary took place
when Father Angelo D. Bovenzi, CSB,
returned to Rochester to celebrate the

25th year of his ordination as a Basilian
priest.

Father Bovenzi, a former chaplain,
professor and trustee at St. John Fisher
College, celebrated his anniversary
Mass on Dec. 6, 1992. The Mass was
held in Murphy Chapel at the college,
3690 East Ave.

A graduate of Aquinas Institute,
Father Bovenzi served as campus min-
ister and French professor at Fisher
from 1983-85. After moving to Toronto
to become first chancellor to the supe-
rior general of the Basilian Fathers,
Father Bovenzi retained his ties with
Fisher by serving on the college’s
Board of Trustees until 1989. He is cur-
rently campus minister at the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario and pastor
of Holy Spirit .University Parish in
London, Ontario. )
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