- '
’d
}

T

i i NSRS

SDAY, Februa

T A =

otz

N ——

e
==
[

today. It wasn't a holiday,

someone’s birthday or even
the weekend. Yet, even so, King Bel-
shazzar had decided to throw an-
other big party. It didn’t matter to
him that other kings would be re-
membered for building splendid
monuments or winning impressive
wars against their enemies. The way
things were going, he would be
known forever as the party king.

Tonight he had invited over one
thousand of his nobles and army
officers. For the past two hours, they
had taken the finest wine in the
kingdom and toasted everyone and
everything.

Suddenly, King Belshazzar stood
up at the head table and announced -
loudly, “I'm bored.”

“Perhaps we could play some of
those games youre so fond of,”
someone said.

The king yawned. “No, I'm tired
of those, too.”

“Why don’t we sing some of those
silly’ songs?’ one of his nobles
offered. .

King Belshazzar grinned. “That
might be amusing, but I have an
even better idea. Where are those
fancy goblets that King Nebuchad-
nezzar brought back with him when
he conquered the Hebrews in Jeru-
salem?” he asked the chief servant.

- The servant looked uneasy. “You
mean the sacred vessels from the
Temple in Jerusalem?”

“Exactly, go and fetch them for
me.ll o

As soon as the king saw the ser-
vant returning with the goblets, he
proclaimed, “Let us drink to our

T here was nothing special about
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The life of Daniel
Daniel was a prophet who lived during the time when the
Hebrews were taken to Babylon to serve as slaves. The Ba-
bylonians worshipped many false gods. Even though Daniel
was tested many times, he refused to give up his faith in
God. Use the Scripture refererices below to help you answer
the questions below. Answer key on page 17.

1. Names of Daniel’s 3 friends who were trained with
him to serve the king. (Daniel 1)

2. What was the only food that Daniel wanted to eat for
10 days instead of the royal food and wine? (Daniel 1)

3. What special ability did Daniel have? (Daniel 2)

4. What did King Nebuchadnezzar construct and
command that everyone worship? (Daniel 3)

5. Daniel and his friends were put in here as punis
ment for not obeying this command of King Nebuchad-
nezzar. (Daniel 3) 6. Daniel was placed here by King Dar-
ius because he refused to stop praying to God. (Daniel 6)

7. Whom did God send to save Daniel from King Dar-
ius” punishment? (Daniel 6)
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gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron,
and any others we can think oft’". . -

It was strictly forbidden to dls-

agree with the king. But, in this in-
stance, his servant felt he must speak
up. “Your majesty, these holy
vessels are reserved for the Hebrew
God. Using them as you suggest
would be a great offense.”

“Give them to me!” King Belshaz-
zar snapped as he grabbed one of the

_ goblets.

Soon everyone joined in the rev-
elry until a shriek from a corner of
the room abruptly silenced them.
““Look, over there! I see a hand on
the wall!” _

“It must be a shadow from the
lamp stand,” someone said.

“No, there are fingers of a hand
and they are writing something,” the
person who had screamed insisted.

The crowd was speechless until
the fingers stopped writing and van-
ished, leaving four words scrawled
on the wall: “Mene, Mene, Tekel,
Peres.”

“What does it mean?”’ someone
asked.

“Wash it off,” another suggested.

“No!” King Belshazzar shouted

when he finally found his voice..

“Bring in my royal astrologers and

magicians. Whoever explains the -

message will receive a handsome
reward and become the third ruler in
my kingdom!”

But no one could interpret the
words. Then someone remembered
Daniel, a Hebrew, who had been
brought to Babylon as a slave. “Dan-
iel is known as a prophet. Maybe he
can help.”

“Keep your gifts,” Daniel said fla-
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Illustrations by Kathy Welsh

tly when he was brought before
King Belshazzar. “You’ve made a se-
rious mistake as king. No matter
how grand. you think your kingdom
is, it is God who rules the world and
ing in it!”

Then pointing to the wall, Daniel

said, “Mene: God has numbered

your days as king. Tekel: You have

been weighed on God's scales and
found lacking. Peres: Your kingdom
will be divided and given to the
Medes and Persians.”

Read More About It Book of
Daniel, Chapter 5.
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1. Why was King Belshazzar such
a bad ruler?

2. Name some leaders today who
have abused their power.

Win a $50 Savings Bond!!!
Why does God test you?
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539 B.C.

Babylon — King Darius,
the Mede, has assumed the
throne in Babylon after his
troops conquered the capital 3
city in a surprise attack yes-|
terday. '

Babylon fell in a short!
time with- little-resistance:| -
Formerly it was thought!
that the high double wal]s‘ |
that surround the city made
such assaults relatively im-i
possible.

According to sources,
however, there were no
guards on duty at the time!
of the attack. King Belshaz-
zar, who was slain during
the raid on the palace, was
hosting a banquet last night
for his nobles.

- A former noble, who ne-|

[ the attack. Daniel, a Hebrew

fused to be identified,!
\ claimed that a mysterious |
\ message suddenly appeared |
[ onapalaoewalljustbefore\ )

prophet summoned to ex- |

f

plain the words, predicted !
that King Belshazzar’s reign |
. would come to an end be-
cause of his poor judgment

-

Write an answer of 100 or fewer words. Include your name,
home address, telephone number, school and grade. The win- [J
ner will earn a $50 U.S. Savings Bond. The winner will be noti- [%
fied by phone. The essay will be printed in an upcoming edi- E/i¥
entry to: Cindy Bassett, c/o
Catholic Courier, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624, -

Deadline for entries is Feb. 25, 1993.

rounding the city.

and refusal to honor God. 1

King Belshazzar's former \J
nobles have all retreated |
into the mountain areas sur- l
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