Awareness of abuse offers chance to aid victi

By Pat McGowan
Catholic News Service

FALL RIVER, Mass. — Growing
awareness of pedophilia offers an
opportunity for the church to make a
long overdue correction — emphasizing
the needs of those who were sexually
molested as children — according to the
new director of a hospital spedalizing
in the treatment of psychologically trou-
bled clergy and religious.

Abuse victims, courts and the media
are “prophetic voices calling for action”
on this subject, remarked Father
Stephen ]. Rossetti, recently named
director of programs at St. Luke Insti-
tute in Suitland, Md.

“We as a church community should
have a preferential option for the
needy” — in this case individuals sexu-
ally molested as children, Father Rosset-
ti said during a parish adult-education
class at a Fall River parish last month.

A licensed psychotherapist with a
doctorate in ministry, Father Rossetti,
41, was ordained a priest in the Diocese
of Syracuse.
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He noted that the Fall River diocese
had taken “the brunt of the current
national concern over the sexual abuse
of children by priests.

In December the Diocese of Fall River
reached a financial settlement with 68
people who said they were sexually
abused by a formet Catholic priest,
James R. Porter. Porter, 57, also is
accused of having molested children in
Minnesota, where he resides, and in
New Mexico, where he was sent for
treatment while still a priest.

Father Rossetti called the Porter case
an opportunity for the diocese to “show
the world and the country” a good
church response to abuse revelations.

Father Rossetti has spoken through-
out the nation on the topic of child sex-
ual abuse and the church. He also edit-
ed and contributed to the book Slayer of
the Soul, a study of sexual abuse and the
Catholic Church.

His new employer, St. Luke Institute,
is one of the leading U.S. hospitals spe-
dalizing in the treatment of clergy and
men and women religious who suffer
substance addictions, eating disorders,

sexual behavior problems, depression
or other psychological problems.

Father Rossetti said the church has a
“long way to go” in terms of its
response to individuals sexally mol&t-
ed when they were children. He said
parishes should have “people spec:ahz—
ing in the area of child sexual abuse.”

But he said the current outbreak of
news on pedopluha offers the church a
chance “to correct somethmg that’s
needed correction for 2,000 years.”

The priest called it a positive devel-
opment that abuse victims met with
several bishops during the U.S. hierar-
chy’s meeting in Washington last
November.

The bishops will discuss the topic
again Peb. 22-23 during a two-day ses-
sion in St. Louis. Also participating will
be other church leaders, researchers,
abuse victims, priests being treated for
abuse problems, and experts on various
dimensions of the problem.

Father Rossetti said sexual abuse of
children stems from perpetrators’ men-
tal disease. A perpetrator, he said, often
is psychosexually underdeveloped, feel-

Little Conchita lives in a small village in the
mountains of Guatemala. Her house is made
of cornstalks, with a tin roof and dirt floor. Her

= father struggles to support the family as a day
laborer. Your concern can make the differ-
ence in the lives of children like Conchita.
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Catholic Child Sponsorship
: For Just $10 a Month

Your opportumty to help one very poor child is much
too important to miss. And Christian Foundation for
Children and Aging is the only Catholic child spon-

sorship program working in the twenty desperately
poor countries we serve.

they serve.

For as little as $10 monthly, you can help a poor child
at a Catholic mission site receive nourishing food, medi-
cal care, the chance to go to.gghool and hope for.a |
brighter future. You can literally qhangea hte.

Through CFCA you can sponsor a child with the
amount you can afford. Ordinarily it takes $20 per month
to provide one of our children with the life changing
benefits of sponsorship. But if this is not possible for
you; we mvnte you to do what you can. CFCA will see
to it from other donations and the tireless efforts of our
missionaries that your special child receives the
same-benefits as other sponsored children.

And you can be assured your donations are being
magnified and are having their greatest impact because
our programs are directed by dedicated Catholic mis-
sionaries with a long standing commitment to the people

You will receive a new picture of your child each year,
information about your child’s family and country, letters
from your child and the CFCA quarterly newsletter

Please take this opportunity to make a difference in
the life of one poor child. Become a sponsor today!
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- Christian Foundatlon for Children and Aging (CFCA)
| c/o CATHOLIC COURIER/1150 Buffalo Road/Rochester, New York 14624
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chil-
.dren while finding it difficult to telate
to other adults.
During the parish education

The Church Responds,” which
describes the average child molester as
a well-educated, young, middle-class,
married man. In treatment, Father|Ros-
setti said, therapists try to develop in
the abuser an appropriate sense jf his
own power in normal relationship

He said it is more difficult to t{ffect
change in pedophiles -— those attracted
to young children —than in those
attracted to teenagers. But pedopbiles
can be taught to manage their
he said.

The real trauma of child sex ab
its violation of trust, Father Rossetti
said, adding that “The world becomes
an unsafe place for the child.”
" The booklet he distributed urged
calmness, speed and thoroughness in
dealing with such cases. It called for
establishment of permanent diocesan
review boards, providing pastoral icare
to involved parishes, scheduling parish
education programs, and establishing
guidelines for rmmsters dealing with
children.

"We are not lawyers,” the booklet

“We are ministers of a gospg¢l of
hea]mg We should bring that sensitive
and compassionate gospel touch to jthis
situation,” it says.
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