
Healthy communities foster growth 
By Bishop<Matthew H. Clark 

I carried some great cookies home from a 
visit to St. Joseph, Livonia, and St. William, 
Conesus, yesterday. It's not at all unusual that I 
return from parish visits clutching baked goods 
to my chest. People all over the diocese ask me 
to bring them home to Father Tom Mull. 

This time it was different. On Sunday the 
youths of the parish were selling the cookies in 
an effort to raise money for their trip to World 
YouuVbay with Pope John Paul II this August 
in Denver, Colorado. It was a delight to be with 
them and to sense their excitement about par
ticipating in this extraordinary event. We had 
some fun talking about how we would all have 
to do some serious training to cope with the 
thin air of the Rocky Mountains — especially if 
we join in the 13-mile pilgrimage that will be 
one of the highlights of the gathering. 

Some other conversations come back to me 
as I remember the visit. One parish council 
member approached me to say how enthusias
tic he and so many others in the parish had 
become about our Synod process. When I 
asked him to say more, he told me that it had 
helped them as a parish community. 

Upon further questioning, he mentioned that 
the Synod process had stimulated some very 
helpful long-range planning. And, he added, 
the experience also had helped the parish com
munity to become more deeply aware of the 
importance of outreach and genuine hospitali
ty, especially in an area that is experiencing 

LONG THE WAY 

considerable growth. 
At the tail end of that conversation, a woman 

offered that when she moved-Jnto the area not 
long ago she was most impressed by the way 
she had been welcomed into and made to feel 
at home by the parish community. The spon
taneity and sincerity of her comment would 
have impressed me at any time, but it meant 
even more to me when I learned that she had 
moved from St. Mary's of the Lake in Ontario 
— another parish that invests beautifully in 
outreach and hospitality. 

After Mass at Conesus, we were enjoying 
some coffee. Virginia Flaherty, who played the 
organ for many years at St William's and who 

wrote the parish history, spoke with obvio is 
affection for Donna Sabo, who played the 
organ and led our singing that day. Virginia 
told of how, when Donna was a tiny girl, s tie 
would come and sit at the organ with her j pre
decessor. 

One gets a sense at such privileged moments 
as these of the enormous importance of he dthy 
community experiences, of having the opp ortu-
nity to enjoy an environment in which groi vth 
is encouraged and people, especially the 
young, are helped to broaden their horizor s 
and engage in challenging projects. But on; 
also appreciates how important it is that w 2 
pass on—with whatever increase we can i nan-
age — all that we have received from those 
who went before us. 

This is a privileged year in which to refit ct 
on our interaction in the Roman Catholic C i m 
munity; our Synod process has been elioti \g 
rich streams of such thought and sharing a U 
across our diocese. 

And as this year goes on—the 125th ye ir of 
our existence as a diocese—I am sure that we 
will have opportunity to remember with gj eat 
gratitude the women and men who establi ihed 
and built up our local church. 

My thanks to the people of Livonia and 
Conesus for their hospitality on Sunday; to 
Father Bill Txott for his loving pastoral lead »r-
sihip; and to Ruth Page, pastoral associate, 
whose gracious guidance brought extra joy to 
the day. 

Peace to all. 
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SCOTT A. RYAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Cicncml Pnuiur iiwhulmv: 

• real estate • health care proxy 
• criminal law • wills/trusts 
• femily law • living wills 

£* 

z 
o 
rx 
< 

o 

• HOTELS * CAR RENTAL • PASSBOOK FARES * RESORTS • 

STOP 
IN TODAY Orfc£_PHONEj FOR 

GREAT AIRFARES TO EUROPE 

MADRID 648.00 RT 

FRANKFURT $548.00 Round Trip MUNICH $548.00 RT Tortvt \ \ i 
LONDON 448.00 RT PARIS 598.00 RT JKurl _>*4*J*p, 

Brown 
ill' 

Travel / I 

Tickets need to be purchased BEFORE Feb. 19th. Subject to availability. 
Add $27.00 for taxes. For summer travel, add $100.00. Don't wait! 

3220 Chill Ave. » 889-9090 

«g • TRAINS • WEEKEND SPECIALS • COMMERCIALS • GROUPS 

North VWage Apartments 
2515 Culver Road 

(Located near the Shire at Culverton) 

One & Two Bedroom 
Garden Apartments for 

Senior Citizens 
CURRENTLY ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS 

FIRST A 
fLOOR 

NOW 

1st floor 
2nd floor 

• Security 
• Independence 
• Convenient Location 

Please call Mr. LeChase at 
(716)467-4544 

Sb 
'Where Christ is loved 
and freely served 
by gentle hands & 
loving hearts" 

MOUNT CARMEL HOUSE 
providing care for the terminally ill in 

an atmosphere of love and prayer 

4 Planet Street 
Rochester, New York 14606 

Phone: (716) 458-6508 

Mt. Carmel House fs a tax exempt, 
charitable, non-profit institution and a 
United Way Donor Choice Agency. 

Contributions may be made directly to Mt. 
Carmel House, or thru United Way Donor 
Choice Option 3. 
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Organ 

cSociefy 
"Dedicated to preserving the 

sound or the "King of Instruments" 

Presents: 
JIM RIQGS 

Friday, February 19th 
8:15 pm 

AT THE AUDITORIUM CEIfljER 
878 Main St. East j 

Special Discount for Senior 
Citizen Croups of 10 or More 

SO* OFF 
This ad entitles single-ticket buyers 

to 50* off the $5.50 purhcase price by 
presenting this ad at the box office 

the evening of the concert 
For fur ther lnforamatio*, cjall 
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