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We'll never have enough regional synods 
By Father Joseph A. Hart 
Guest contributor 

Last Saturday I participated in my 
third Regional Synod. I th ink I am 
hooked! I am not addicted to the trav
el, to the free donuts, or to the voting 
(as a matter of fact, I have never sub
scribed to the old Chicago adage , 
"vote early and often," so I voted only 
once: at the Schuyler-Chemung Synod 
on Dec. 12). Rather, I'm high on the 
church itself, t 

Like many people I was thoroughly 
disappointed on Dec. 12 when five 
regional synods had to be cancelled 
on account of ice and snow. Because 
of this inconvenience, however, I was 
able to at tend the Tompkins-Tioga 
Regional Synod on Jan. 9 a n d the 
Steuben Regional Synod on Jan. 16. At 
each of these meetings I was assigned 
at random to a discussion group that 
t u r n e d out to be no th ing shor t of 
exceptional. 

Maybe I'm too optimistic None of 
the groups was perfect. The partici
pants and the facilitators all made 
mistakes . Some people were more 
p r e p a r e d than o the rs . Someone 
always spoke a little too much, and 
someone else too little. 

The process, however, allowed the 
church to carry on a dialogue with 
itself: lay people, religious and clergy 
speaking from their hearts about the 
church they loved and setting priori-
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ties for its future as best they knew 
how. This is the church at its best 

Since the Second Vatican Council it 
has been-often noted that the Catholic 
Church h a s been "mee t ing -ed to 
death." Pastors everywhere joke with 
their colleagues about looking for
ward to heaven w h e r e there is no 
more pain, no more sadness, no more 
meetings. 

The p rob l em is not real ly wi th 
meetings as such; i t ' s wi th useless 
meetings without substance that go 
nowhere. One pastor at the Tompkins-
Tioga Synod said to me: "What a joy it 
is to talk to committed people about 
the church's real problems, trying to 

reach real solutions." 
But I've been struck by something 

else. Each of the discussion groups in 
which I participated comprised peo
ple who were respectful of each other, -
who listened to each other, who tried 
to learn from each other. Each of the 
groups h a d people who were more 
educated than others, who had more 
experience than the rest, who perhaps 
unders tood the church 's problems 
and society better than most,but still 
there was respectful listening. 

Each of the groups of which I was a 
part contained people who were more 
liberal or more conservative than the 
rest of the group, but still the group 
was open to listening and learning. 
The group was influenced by them. 
This is the church's strength. This is 
the church at its bes t In fact it is only 
when the church listens to the Spirit's 
voice as it speaks through the pope, 
b i s h o p s a n d p a s t o r s a s we l l as 
through the least of the laity, that it 
can become all Christ intends it to be. 

Over the past few weeks, as people 
h a v e to ld me their o w n reg iona l 
synod stories, I have not been sur
prised to find that most have been as 
positive as my experience. 

The few that were negative had one 
thing in common: someone in their 
group had an agenda. They had come 
to crusade but not to dialogue and lis
ten. They held the t ru th and were 
a d a m a n t that eve ryone -else w a s 

mired in falsehood. 
They cared little for the partici

pants, for the process, or for the top
ics under discussion. Facilitator or 
no, they had a point to make and 
everything had to stop until if was 
made. 

The Diocese of Rochester's 1991-93 
Synod is an attempt to draw up! a pri
oritized pastoral plartfor our 12-jcoun-
ty church to guide us into the future. 
As we look for solutions to the prob
lems that confront us, there are many 
possible ways to go. Some are • 
than others. 

Our dialogue is an attempt, 
help of God's grace, to find the 
route. N o preconceived agenc 
help us . N o refusal to listen t< 
another will help us. N o clingi lg to 
liberal or conservative ideology will 
help us. Only a careful listening to the 
Holy Spirit, who anoints the whole 
people of God, from the bishop to the 
last of t he faithful, wil l g u i d e ou r 
future course safely. 

On Dec 12, as well as Jan. 9 and 16, 
I felt the Spirit at work in our reg ional 
meetings: moving, probing, leai ing, 
nudging. 

And the presence of the Spiiit of 
God is addicting; we always long for 
more. If there were another Regional 
Synod tomorrow, I'd be there! 

• • • 
Father Hart is director of the diocesan 

Synod. 

ARNDT FUNERAL HOME 
"Family Owned and Operated" 

Ronald John Arndt — Robert J. Arndt 
/ " *\ • Pre-planned funeral arrangements 

by appointment 
• Lighted parking for over 100 cars 
• Complete funeral arrangements at 

one convenient location 
• Personal & dignified Services for 

All Faiths 
• General price lists available 
• Central Greece Area 

225-6350 
1118 Long Pond Road (South of Maiden Lane) 

Looking for Something Different ffi. Travtt? 
Join Deprez Travel's tour of Mt. 
Rushmore, to the Grand Tetons 

including Yellowstone. 
This 8 day t r ip covers some of America 's g randes t s ights . Ifrom 
Old Faithful to Mt. Rushmore , a floating raft t r ip on t h e Snake 

River, t o a Buffalo range excurs ion. 
Depar t A u g u s t 1 4 t h for 9 days . $ 1 9 8 9 includes 21meals j air , 

hote ls , and generous s ightseeing. 
Don ' t miss th i s oppor tuni ty . 

Call today; You'l l b e g l a d y o u d i d ! 

DePrez Travel 442-8900 
Adjacent to Loehmann ' s Plaza 

Douglas C Meeson _ _ _ 
' 'Our Family Serving Your Family For Over 65 Years'' 

Vay*Schleich & Meeson 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2692 Dewey Avenue 663-2100 1075 Long Pond Road 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF 
THE ROCHESTER DIOCESE 
The funeral Directors listed herein offer pre-need and at-need 
services and counseling in accordance with the Catholic faith. 

GATES GREECE-
DiPbnzio Funeral 

Home, Inc. 
(•Across from St. 

Theodore's Church) 
219 Spemcerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

429-6700 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Brad Rd. 

(south of Maiden Lane) 
Parking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 
(716)225-6350 

IRONDEQUOIT ROCHESTER 
Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 S t Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716)544-5000 

Crawford Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

"Our Family Saving *ui BunQr" 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 
(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 

(716)482-0400 

Lucey Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

301 W. Main St. Victor, N.Y. 
924-5730 

2309 Culver Rd. 
3424)470 

Michael W. Lucey Lie. Mgr. 

MONUMENTS 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue Since 1856 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 

Please patroni; 

our advertiser! 

A NEW LOOK 
THE NEW YE 

Choose from a wide selectioin 
LAMPS & LAMP SHADES^ 

casual to elegant, classic ;o 
contemporary. 

Q 
LAMPS • SHADES • GIFTS • REPAIRS 

385-7559 
Northfield Common 

Pittsford 
Tues.-Fri. 10-4, Sat. 10-2 
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