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calls for peace.
Our world also shows

indeed whole peoples are Hy
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mically developed nations.
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The gravity of this situation is being fel %,
countries of the world: in Europe
as well as in Africa, Asia and
America. In'various regions the
social and economic challenges
which believers and all people of
good will have to face are many.
Poverty and destitution, social
differences and injustices, some
of them even legalized, fratricidal conflicts and op.
pressive regimes — all of these appeal to the gon:
cience of whole peoples in every part of the wd

The recent conference of Latin American bis)
held in Santo Domingo in October, carefully exanie,
ined the situation in Latin America, and whi f’ i,
gently calling on Christians to undertake the ta ;
the new evangelization earnestly invited the fai
and all those committed to justice and rightes
ness to serve the cause of man, without fallu@w,
take into account any of his deepest needs.’ d without a worldwide consensus on this
bishops spoke of the great mission which xiu%st “»#.gdbject, it will be difficult to create the conditions -
draw together the efforts of everyone: defense of ¢ . This presupposes a conscious public
dignity of the person, commitment to a fair distri mltment on the part of each nation and its
tion of resources, the harmonious and united p; zovernment to renounce claims and designs injur-
motion of a society in which everyone feels wek .. ~s-dous to other nations. In other words, it presupposes
comed and loved. It is apparent to all that these are’~", refusal to accept any doctrine of national or cul-
the indispensable premises for building true ped c ural supremacy” (ibid., 9} ...

Poverty and peace: at the beginning of the ne Poverty as a source of conflict

year, I would like to invite everyone to reflé 4 The number of people living in conditions g;gx-
together on the many different links between the% treme poverty is enormous. I am thinking, fof”ex-
two realities ... . & Continued on page 2
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